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No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB), 21, 22, 73, 88-91, 92, 94, 108, 125,
127,133

adequate yearly progress (AYP), 89-90
alternatives to, 173-181
criteria for success and failure, 145, 172-173, 174
gaps and, 89-90
grouping and, 163-164
image and, 111
proficiency, 89-90
Non sequitur, 52, 72, 76-80, 81
Norms. See Tests and testing
Orwell, George, 22, 23
Percentile, 120, 121, 122, 125, 126, 128
Personal testimony. See Testimony
Policy, 22, 88, 90-91, 94, 106, 110, 126, 133, 145
changing, 100-101
example of blunders, 190-192, 192-194
suggestions for makers, 187-188
Policy makers, 14, 140, 144, 174, 186-197
Postmodernism, 28-40
assumptions of, 31-32, 36
denial and, 38-39
example involving school superintendent, 36-37
fixing educational problems and, 38-40
historical notes on, 35-36
implications for education, 33-35
related terms and, 32
teacher education and, 33
teaching and, 34

Proficient, Proficiency, 15, 21-22, 88-89, 90, 123, 126-127, 130, 145,
164, 183

Project Follow Through, 143
Reform (See Educational reform, School reform)
School boards, 45, 59-60, 100, 131, 192-194
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School reform. (See also Educational reform)
foolish focus, 141-143
instruction and, 59, 190-191
rhetoric of, 47, 51, 62, 90, 93, 100, 105-106
theme, 108-109

Science
as best tool for finding truth, 35, 39
definition of truth, 29

Enlightenment and, 29, 30
misunderstanding of in education, 77, 80, 86, 90, 92, 176 \*
of education, 48, 147-149 00

policy making and ideology, 188, 190

postmodernism, compared to, 30-32, 35, 36, 75, 107, 190 $
value of, 38-39, 147-149, 188 °\z
Self-contradiction, 38, 72-73, 76, 81, 89, 1./ A
Simplicity, 50-51 Q&
Slippery slope, 49-50 *
Slogans, 21, 22, 45, 58-68 <
Special education, 14-15, 24, 3, 38, 45, 46,47, 49,61, 62, —76, 92,93,
96, 101, 102, 104, 106, 128, 133, 1a1-142, 144, 154 61,172,186,
190, 192-193
Standardized tests. Sc¢ Tests and testing
Statistical distribu*ions, 46, 54, 62, 90, 111, 1 <131, 133, 145, 156, 173,
175, 187-185

outliers in, 46
See S
Successtul

Statistics.

Teacher education,
Teaching. See Inst:uctio
Testimony, 17, 44, 48, 136
Tests and testing, 21, 30, 54, 76-78, 105, 108, 110, 111-112
assessing progress, 128-131
benchmarks, 126-127
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borders and, 131-132
curriculum-based, 118-120
norms, 123-124
percentiles, 120-125
realities applying to, 120-123, 127-128
scores and NCLB, 21, 73, 172-173
standardized, 118-133
teacher—-made, 118-120
Tracking. See Grouping
Truth, 24, 28—40
partial, 4445, 60, 196
postmodern definition, 30-33
scientific definition, 29
Truthiness. See Postmodernism
Twain, Mark. See Mark Twain

Waste, Wasteful spending of time, money, or effort, 24, 37, 81, 87, 90-91, 93,
96, 137, 146, 148, 175, 178, 194-196

What works, 136-137, 143-144
direct instruction, 136-149
Joint Dissemination and Review Panel (JDRP), 143-144
Project Follow Through, 143-144
What Works Clearinghouse, 145
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