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Volume 1 • Story 1

TV Time - Discussion Questions
Creating a Comparison Shopping Cart
1. On a separate piece of paper, create a comparison-shopping chart that you could use to shop for a pair of tennis
shoes.

Sample Answer: Headings—brand, color, arch, price

Talking in Simple Sentences
2. The salesperson in the first store said, “We have some TVs that would work for you, including a 25” TV for $420, a

30” TV for $500, and a 35” TV for $580, but you should always buy the biggest TV you can so that you have the best
possible picture and so that you are happy with your TV.” Rewrite the information using shorter sentences that are
easier to understand.
Sample Answer: We have some TVs that would work for you. We have a 25” TV for $420, a 30” TV for $500, and a 35” TV
for $580. I suggest you buy the biggest TV you can afford. A larger TV will usually have a better picture. The better picture
you have, the more you will like your TV.

Storing Important Papers Safely
3. Hannah and Todd brought home flyers from each store. They also brought home a sales slip. Which of these papers
should they keep and why?

Sample Answer: They should save the sales slip and the flyers about the TV the bought in case they have issues with the
new TV. They can throw the rest of the papers away since they have no use for them.

Setting and Following a Routine
4. How could setting a routine have helped Hannah so that she did not have to go back to the store?
Sample Answer: If Hannah made it a routine to keep an ongoing shopping list and take it to the store when she goes
shopping, she would not have forgotten what she needed.

Making a General Shopping List
5. Create the shopping list that Hannah should have created.
Sample Answer: List should include: a pen, paper clips, red and black markers.

Allotting Adequate Time
6. Say you were going to check out TVs in five stores in your area. How much time should you plan on? Explain.
Answers will vary based on specific locations of stores in different areas.

Buying the Best Deal
7. The TV that Hannah and Todd bought cost $520. List two reasons why that TV might have been a better deal for
them than the one in the first store that cost $420.

Sample Answer: The one in the first store that cost $420 was a 25” TV, and they wanted a bigger TV than that.

TV Time
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Discussion Questions, continued
Carrying Money Safely
8. Why shouldn’t you carry money in your hands?
Sample Answer: You should not carry money in your hands because it is easy to drop it or put it down and forget it.

Dealing with Garbage and Recycling
9. Should Hannah and Todd put the flyers they are not going to keep in the garbage or the recycling? Explain.
Sample Answer: They should put the flyers in the recycling since paper can be reused.

Using a Seat Belt
10. Hannah and Todd went to six different stores. Would it be OK for them to wear their seatbelts between home and
the stores but not between stores? Explain.

Sample Answer: No, you always have to wear seatbelts.

Dealing with Teasing
11. What should you do if someone teases you, and you do not think it is funny?
Sample Answer: Keep in mind that the person is just joking and say nothing.

Being Persistent with Important Issues
12. Name something that is important enough that you should insist others do as you ask.
Sample Answer: When friends visit my house, I want them to talk quietly so they do not wake my baby sister.

TV Time
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A Stamp Told Me - Discussion Questions
Putting Things in Order
1. Say you had 30 animal stamps, 50 stamps showing state flags, and 30 famous people stamps. Decide if you would
use ABC order, age order, or group order for each set of stamps. Explain your choices.

Sample Answer: I would use ABC order for the states flags since it makes it easy to find names that I know. I would use
age order for the famous people to sort of create a history timeline. I would use group order for the animal stamps so I
could keep them in families and I could also separate them into wild and tame animals.

Understanding Logical Sequences
2. Gather together as many different stamps as you can find. Ask family and friends to help you. Then, choose a

logical sequence for the stamps and paste them in place. Be prepared to explain why your choices are logical.
Answers will vary.

Understanding Local, State, and National
3. Gather together as many different stamps as you can find. Ask family and friends to help you--or use the stamps
from #3 above. Sort the stamps into local, state, national, and other.
Answers will vary.

Knowing Parent and Baby Animal Names
4. Copy this table onto your paper and fill it in. If needed, use the Internet to find answers.
Answers: in table.
Animal Family
cows
lions
pigs
dogs
cats
swans

Father
bull
lion
boar
dog
tom or tomcat
cob

Mother
cow
lioness
sow
bitch
queen or she-cat
pen

Baby
calf
cub
piglet
puppy
kitten
cygnet

Knowing the Front Side of a Piece of Paper
5. Todd was careful to put the stamps on the right side of the piece of paper. Explain the problem he would have had
if he had put the stamps on the wrong side.

Answer: When turning through the book, the stamps would have been on the back side of a blank page.

Knowing Family Relationships
6. Create a family tree to show the relationships between the members of your family.
Answers will vary.

A Stamp Told Me
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Discussion Questions, continued
Differentiating Between Wild and Tame Animals
7. Copy this table onto your paper and use checks to fill it in.
Answers: in table.
Animal Families
Cows
Lions
Pigs
Dogs
Cats
Swans

Tame Animals
√

Wild Animals
√

√
√
√
√

Having a Conversation
8. Choose a partner. With your partner, have a conversation about what you think you would like and dislike about
stamp collecting.
Answers will vary.

Figuring Elapsed Time
9. How long ago was 1983?
Answer will change each year.

Dealing with Criticism
10. Mitch told Todd that Tess was kind of odd. Why do you think Todd did not get upset about Mitch criticizing Tess?
Sample Answer: Since Mitch and Todd are friends, Todd might have sensed that Mitch was teasing. Or, since they are
friends, Todd might have been generous in his patience with Mitch’s comments.

Listening When Others Talk
11. Do you think both Todd and Mitch were good listeners or just one of them or neither of them? Explain.
Sample Answer: They were both good listeners. Todd listened to Mitch’s criticisms and then changed Mitch’s mind.
Mitch listened to Todd’s explanation of stamp collecting and then was willing to change his mind.

Reading Pictures
12. Gather together as many different stamps as you can find. Ask family and friends to help you--or use the stamps

from #3 and #5 above. Make a chart with the stamps down the side. Across from each stamp, write a description
of the images on the stamp. As needed, use the Internet to research the meanings of the images.

Answers will vary.

A Stamp Told Me
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Two Winners - Discussion Questions
Counting from 1–30
1. Working with a partner, find 20–30 things to count. Take turns counting the things.
Answer: Each student should count aloud from 1 to approx. 30.

Counting Using the Skip Method
2. Working with a partner, take turns counting to 100 by 2s, 3s, 5s, and 10s.
Answer: Each student should count to 100 by 2s, 3s, 5s, and 10s.

Recognizing Area Types
3. Copy the table below on to your own paper. Fill it in by giving an example of each area type.
Answers will vary.
Area Type
rural
urban
inner city
suburban
small town
large town
small city
large city

Example

Considering Weather When Packing
4. Explain how you would pack differently for a trip to a ski resort and a trip to the beach.
Sample Answer: I would pack sweaters, hats, scarves, and other warm clothes for a ski resort. I would pack shorts,
t-shirts, and sunhats for the beach. I would probably take a bathing suit to both places since a ski resort is likely to have
an indoor hot tub and pool.

Writing Phone Messages
5. Write a phone message for Todd based on the phone call below.
Sample Answer: Todd—Tess called at 5:00. She’ll be home until 9:00 and wants you to call her before she leaves.
“Hello”
“Hi, this is Tess. Is Todd there?”
“No, he isn’t. I think he’ll be home around 7:30.”
“Let’s see ... it’s 5:00 now. I’ll be here until 9:00. Would you please tell him that I called and have him call me back before I leave?”
“Sure, Tess.”
“Goodbye.”
“Goodbye.”

Two Winners
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Discussion Questions, continued
Understanding Job Titles
6. On the slopes, Nina met three women who work at the same company—the CEO, CFO, and COO. What do three
abbreviations stand for?

Answer: Chief Executive Officer, Chief Financial Officer and Chief Operational Officer

Interpreting Idioms
7. Idioms are groups of words that have meanings that are different from the meanings of the individual words.
Reread the second paragraph and find the idiom in it. Explain why it is an idiom.

Answer: cat and mouse game; This phrase is an idiom because the words refer to Nina and Kyle teasing each other back
and forth rather than a cat and a mouse playing a game.

Showing Good Sportmanship
8. Todd did not show good sportsmanship. Explain what was wrong with what he did.
Sample Answer: Todd verbally gloated both when he got ahead and when he won. He also physically strutted when he
won. A good sport would not rub the win into the losers and would not rub it into the losers that they are losers. However,
it is possible that his good friends took his words and actions as good-natured joking.

Putting Names in a Cell Phone Address Book
9. Write step-by-step directions explaining how to add a person to a cell phone address book.
Sample Answer: Bring up the address book. Choose “new.” Enter the person’s name using the cell phone keys. Enter the
person’s number using the cell phone keys. Choose “Done.”

Clearing Ears in Pressurized Situations
10. Why might the people in the story have to clear their ears?
Sample Answer: The ski slopes probably go from a high altitude to a low altitude. This change in altitude will probably
cause their ears to plug up and/or pop.

Waiting in Line Calmly
11. Why is it important that people who snow ski know how to wait in line patiently?
Sample Answer: Snow skiers often have to wait in line to get their equipment. Then, they have to wait in line repeatedly
to go down the slopes and to get on the chair lifts and rope tows to go back up the slopes.

Calling About a Job Opening
12. Work with a partner and role play about a job opening. One of you take the role of Tess who wants a summer job,
and the other take the role of Carol who has a summer job to offer.

Answers will vary.

Two Winners
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New Fish - Discussion Questions
Estimating Travel Time
1. Think of somewhere you could walk from your school. Then think of someplace near the place. Write the two

places on paper and then write the amount of time you think you would need to walk to the first place and stop at
the second place along the way.
Answers will vary.

Scheduling Errands
2. Make a list of errands that you might run on your own or with your family. For each, write the amount of time
needed for the errand.
Answers will vary.

Choosing the Best Route
3. For Nina, the best route to meet her needs was to go a block out of her way as she walked to the pool. Describe a
situation where going out of her way would not have been the best route.

Sample Answer: Going to the library would not have been a good idea if Nina was so tight on time that an extra would
have made her late for her swim lesson.

Making Appointments
4. Nina decided what she wanted to make an appointment for—a swim lesson—and when she wanted it—

Tuesday—before she called Coach Marks. Why is it important to make these types of decisions before calling for an
appointment?
Sample Answer: Making these types of decisions ahead of time makes the process go more smoothly. Also, pre-made
decisions helps a person be prepared to ask for what he or she wants.

Putting Files in Order
5. As a group, count the number of students in the class and draw that many file folder tabs on a piece (or two pieces)
of paper. Each of you write your name on one of the tabs. Make a copy for each of you. Assume the tabs are the
swim team members’ folders. Cut the “folders” out and arrange them in ABC order by last name. Then, rearrange
them in ABC order by first name.
Answers will vary.

Filing Papers and Bills
6. Make a list of things you might keep in a folder labeled “8th Grade”
Sample Answer: report cards, basketball roster, Boy Scout program, pictures of friends, a test that you got an “A” on, a
ribbon you won at the school science fair

Judging Comparative Sizes
7. Work with a group of two other students. Put your pens and pencils together. Then divide them into groups of
three so that, within each group, you can use the words “long,” “longer,” and “longest” to describe the pencils.

Sample Answer: Within each group make sure to place three different sized pens and pencils. Then, with in each group,
describe the pens and pencils as “long,” ”longer,” and “longest.
New Fish
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Discussion Questions, continued
Filling Out Personal Information Forms
8. Copy the following list down the side of a piece of paper. Add a blank line after each item to create a form. Then fill
in the blanks. Answers will vary.
Name (first, middle, last)
Street Address
City
State

Zip
Phone Number
e-mail address
Birth Date

Father’s Name
Mother’s Name
Place of birth

Crossing the Street Safely
9. Nina had to hurry to get from school to the library to the pool in time. Why does hurrying add to the danger of
crossing a street?

Sample Answer: A person in a hurry often does not pay as close attention and/or take precautions as he or she normally
would.

Following Through
10. Nina said she wanted to join the swim team, and she followed through immediately. In your opinion, how long
could she have waited to talk to Coach Marks before she would not have been doing a good job of following
through?

Sample Answer: Since swim season was already started when Nina decided to join the team, she could not wait very
long to follow through—a week at the most.

Talking on the Phone with Someone You Do Not Know
11. List three reasons why you might talk on the phone with someone you do not know. For each reason, list three
comments you would make. Use a table like the one shown here.

Sample Answer: See table.
Reasons
A stranger calls you and
says he has an interesting
deal for you.
You call a store to ask
about a job as a clerk.
You call your uncle’s office
and get his secretary.

Comment #1
May I ask who is
calling?

Comment #2
What is the nature of the
deal?

Comment #3
Thank you, but I am not
interested.

This is Jane Doe.

I am interested in the clerk
job you have open.
Is my uncle available?

Can I fill out an
application online?
Would you please tell
him I called and will be
stopping to go to lunch?

This is Jane Doe, Jake
Wilson’s niece.

Identifying Smells
12. The smell of an indoor swimming pool fills the whole room. You can smell it as soon as you enter the room. Work
with a partner to think up five other things that can fill a whole room.

Sample Answer: several bouquets of flowers, cigarette smoke, homemade bread, a scented candle that is burning,
new tires

New Fish
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15 = Fun x 3 - Discussion Questions
Knowing Months in Order and Number of Days in Month
1. Make a list of the months in order. Then, use this little poem to add the number of days in each month:
30 days hath September / April, June, and November. All the rest have 31 / Except for February,
which usually has 28 and sometimes 29.

Answer: January: 31; February: 28 or 29; March: 31; April: 30; May: 31; June: 30; July: 31; August: 31: September: 30;
October: 31; November: 30; December: 31

Knowing the Days of the Week in Order
2. How many days before or after the 15th will each of the outings be held?
Answer: Mitch’s birthday outing—one day after; Hannah’s birthday outing—one day before; Jade’s birthday outing—
three days after

Making Restaurant Reservations
3. Jade is going to make the dinner reservations for the Friday night when her grandmother gets there. Other people
going include Jade’s parents, her brother, and her sister. They plan to eat at 6:00. Write the exact words that Jade
should say to make the reservation.
Sample Answer: Hello, this is Jade Ming. I’d like to make a reservation for six people for 6:00 on Friday, June 16th.

Using a Calendar to Keep a Schedule
4. Mark the three outings on a calendar.
Answer: April 16th, May 14th, and June 18th should all be marked on a calendar. The dates could be marked with the
words “birthday outing.”

Projecting Needed Time for an Activity
5. The three friends are going to the water park on three different Sunday nights. How long do you think they will
stay each time?

Sample Answer: They plan to go around 5:00 and will probably stay until the park closes at 9:00.

Knowing Family Relationships
6. Explain what makes two people cousins.
Sample Answer: Your cousin is the son or daughter of your aunt or uncle. One of your parents and one of your cousin’s
parents are brother and sister.

Zooming in on Coupon Dates and Requirements
7. How do you think Jade knew the free-snack cards had to be used by the end of June?
Sample Answer: There was probably an expiration date right on the cards.

Translating Sales Percents into Dollars
8. Which is better: a two-for-one deal or a 50% off deal?
Answer: They are the same—both mean the item will sell for half price.

15 = Fun x 3!
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Discussion Questions, continued
Making Decisions
9. Say you and three friends want to go to a movie. Explain how you will decide which movie to see.
Answers will vary.

Dealing with Teasing
10. On a piece of paper, create a table like the one below. Fill it in to show who teased whom in this story.
Answers are in this table.
This person
Hannah

Teased this person
Mitch

Mitch
Mitch

Hannah
Jade

Hannah

Mitch

Mitch

Hannah and Jade

Jade
Jade

Mitch
Mitch

Hannah

Mitch

By saying this
Don’t look like you don’t know what I mean. You fell
into the water at the putt-putt wishing well. That was
very clever! And, graceful, I must say!
I did that on purpose. I wanted to cool off a little.
Oh, you mean when we had lunch at the ant farm? I
itch when I think of your birthday that year, Jade.
Jade and I didn’t get any on us. Just you. You really
should pay more attention!
What makes you think they liked you? They never even
stopped to say a word,” Mitch pointed out. “I hope you
noted that the girl who ran by did stop to talk to me.
That shows that I’m hot.
You goofhead. We know she was your cousin.
I’m sure we broke it up inside. It was ready to explode
when Mitch hit it
Here we go making new memories already!

Interpreting What People Say
11. What did Mitch mean when he talked about having lunch at the ant farm and that he itches when he thinks of
Jade’s birthday that year?

Sample Answer: He is talking about being on a picnic when ants were a problem. He calls it an ant farm because there
were a lot of ants. He says he itches when he thinks of that birthday because he thinks of the ants and itches because he
imagines ants crawling on him.

Protecting Your Skin
12. What should the three friends do to protect their skin at the water park?
Answer: They should use sunscreen. Afterwards, they should wash the chlorine off their skin.

15 = Fun x 3!
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Todd’s Secret - Discussion Questions
Understanding Counterclockwise
1. Based on the third paragraph in the story, draw a basic layout that could show the school lunchroom. Use arrows to
show the directions of the different lunch lines.

Answers will vary, but should show at least two clockwise lunch lines and one counterclockwise lunch line.]

Knowing Parts of a Routine Physical
2. For each of the following parts of a check up, explain how and why a doctor does it.
• blood pressure check

• urine sample check
• blood test
• listen for sounds made by lungs
• feel for lumps
Sample Answer: Blood pressure—A nurse or doctor places a cuff on arm and pump air into it so that it is very tight and
then reads the dial. Check blood pressure as an overall indicator of heart health.; Urine—You urinate in a container. The
urine is studied by a lab tech who gives a report to the doctor. The doctor reads the report. Check urine to eliminate the
possibility of many diseases, such as kidney disease, diabetes, and bladder cancer. A urine test can also reveal pregnancy.
Blood—A lab worker inserts a needle into one of your veins to get your blood to run through a tube into a test tube. A
lab worker (maybe the same one, maybe a different one) runs lab tests to check for abnormalities in the blood. Check
blood to eliminate the possibility of many health problems, such as anemia, infection, cancer, and thyroid problems.;
Lung sounds—A doctor places the flat part of a stethoscope on your chest and back. Check for lung sounds to search for
symptoms of lung problems such as pneumonia and asthma.; Lumps—A doctor applies pressure to different areas of
your body. Check for masses that are out of place and might indicate tumors or other growths/inflammation.

Making a Regular Exercise Plan
3. Using a copy of a calendar page for this month, show exercise you have completed and/or plan to do. Then, write a
paragraph explaining why your exercise plan is or is not a good one.
Answers will vary.

Using a Planner
4. Using copies of seven daily pages from a planner, enter activities that would make sense to write in a planner.
Include activities from all parts of your life, such as personal, work, and school.
Answers will vary

Scheduling Errands
5. Create a one-week calendar page. Working around your school requirements, schedule a hair cut, a trip to the
bank, a trip to a store to return a pair of tennis shoes, a stop at the grocery store to get a brownie mix to make
brownies; and a run over to a friend’s house to return his golf clubs.
Answers will vary

Todd’s Secret
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Discussion Questions, continued
Setting and Following a Routine
6. In the story, Todd set up an exercise routine. Why did his exercise plans work better as part of a routine than as
something he did whenever he had time?

Sample Answer: Todd’s exercise plans work better as part of a routine for two reasons: One, he is more likely to make time
for it regularly if it is a routine. Two, in order to have people with whom to play tennis or basketball, a routine set time
works well.

Writing School Excuses
7. Assume you have a child named Micah who missed school yesterday because he was not feeling well. Write a

school excuse for him. Make sure to include his name, the date, a general reason why he missed school, a request
to excuse him, and your signature.
Answers will vary.

Scoring Sports
8. Start with a statics chart from a basketball game with the score totals cut off. Figure the total scores for each player
and each team.

Answers will vary

Recognizing and Accepting Authority
9. In this story, which people are authority figures for Todd?
Answer: The only character in the story who is an authority figure for Todd is his mother. Two other authority figures, his
father and his art teacher are somewhat alluded to. The doctor is a hired service provider, not an authority figure.

Being Honest
10. By not telling his mother about his exercise activities, do you think Todd was being dishonest? Explain.
Sample Answer: No, Todd was not being dishonest—just secretive. And, when his mother asked him what was going
on, he told her the truth. If Todd had been secretively doing something that he knew his mother would not approve of,
that would have been dishonest.

Using Community Resources
11. List the community resources involved in this story.
Answer: school, doctor’s office, basketball court (if available to the public for free or for a fee), tennis courts (if available
to the public for free or for a fee)

Respecting Individuals with Physical/Mental Challenges
12. Todd said, “I can’t let Kyle sit in a wheel chair and play better than me!” Does this comment show respect or
disrespect for Kyle? Explain.

Sample Answer: The comment shows that Todd respects Kyle’s ability to play basketball.

Todd’s Secret
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The Winter Wonder Bakers - Discussion Questions
Using Counting Words
1. Counting words give a sense of a number, amount, or order. Some examples are third, triple, and most. Find the
counting words in the story and tell what each one means.

Answer: last—at the end; middle—between the beginning and the end; one more—exactly 1 additional; First—At the
beginning; double—times two; next—the following point or step; four (three times)—exactly 4; all (eight times)—every
bit; one drop—exactly one small glob; two (three times)—exactly 2, more—additional.

Understanding Job Titles
2. Miss Tran is a high school teacher now and she will become a college professor. Since the word “professor” also
means “teacher,” why does Hannah say that it is sort of like a promotion?

Sample Answer: People must have more education to be college professors than to be high school teachers and college
professors are paid more than high school teachers. So, being a college professor is like being a higher-level teacher, thus
it is like a promotion.

Writing on a Gift Tag
3. Draw and cut out a gift tag that the girls could include with the giant cupcake for Miss Tran. Write on the gift tag
like you think the girls would have.

Answers will vary, but should include these parts: “To Miss Tran” “From,” “Hannah,” “Pearl,” “Annie,” and “Tess.”

Choosing Cooking Methods
4. In the story, the frosting for the cupcake had to be boiled. Would you use an standard oven, microwave oven,
burners, or grill to make the frosting? Explain.

Answers will vary, but should include either a microwave oven or burners.

Choosing Microwave Containers
5. Say you were going to use a microwave oven to make the frosting in the story. Describe the container you
would use.

Answers will vary, but must include a container that is microwave-oven safe and a loose lid or covering of some type.

Keeping an Ongoing Grocery List
6. In the story, Pearl told Hannah that she had used the end of the flour. Hannah took a break from what she was

doing and wrote “flour” on the shopping list. Why was it important that Hannah write on the shopping list right
then?
Sample Answer: It was important that Hannah wrote on the shopping list right then so that she would not forget to do it.

The Winter Wonder Bakers
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Discussion Questions, continued
Sizing Recipes
7. The frosting recipe called for a one-half cup of butter, one cup of cream cheese, two cups of powdered sugar, and

one teaspoons of vanilla. Hannah said they needed to double the recipe. Create a recipe card that shows both the
single batch and the double batch.
Sample Answer:
		
Frosting
Single			
½ cup butter			
1 cup cream cheese		
2 cups powdered sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla		

Double
1 cup butter
2 cups cream cheese
4 cups powdered sugar
2 teaspoons vanilla

Recognizing Common Baking Ingredients
8. You know that Pearl used flour to make the cupcake. What other common baking ingredients do you think she
probably used?

Sample Answer: sugar, baking powder or baking soda, eggs, milk, spices

Measuring for a Recipe
9. Draw five measuring of different sizes. Label them with common baking measurement sizes.
Sample Answer: Five of these—¼ cup, 1/3 cup, ½ cup, 2/3 cup, ¾ cup, 1 cup, 2 cup

Understanding Basic Cell Phone Functions
10. Explain how to take a picture with a cell phone.
Answers will vary.

Adjusting Behavior for Different Situations
11. In the story, Hannah and Pearl rubbed flour on each other’s faces. The situations and attitudes made it OK. Explain
a situation and an attitude where rubbing flour would not have been OK.

Sample Answer: (Situation) It would not have been OK to rub flour on their faces if they had been dressed up. (Attitude)
It would not have been OK to rub flour on their faces if either or both of them had found it upsetting.

Protecting Your Skin
12. In the story, what did the girls do that was probably not that good for their skin? And, what should they do
about it?

Sample Answer: It was probably not that good to rub flour and food coloring on their skin. After they get done goofing
around, they should wash their faces really well.

The Winter Wonder Bakers
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The Lucky Dog - Discussion Questions
Making and Carrying Out Plans
1. It is common for teenager to wish for new clothes. Explain the difference between teens who just wish they had
new clothes and what Mitch did.

Sample Answer: Mitch went beyond just wishing. He made and carried out a plan to get what he wanted.

Planning Yard and Garden Work
2. Mitch spent the summer working 14 hours a day. At which times of day do you think he should have planned to do
his yard and garden work? Explain.

Sample Answer: It would havec made sense to plan his yard and garden work for the first thing each morning for two
reasons. One—He would be able to avoid the hottest part of each day. Two—He would have been assured of daylight
for all the yard and garden work.

Seeing Letter and Idea Sequences
3. Mitch planted all the gardens in the same sequence to help him remember where the different plants were

located. He planted these flowers in ABC order in each garden: zinnias, petunias, marigolds, hollyhocks, irises,
mums, and daisies. Write the flowers in the order he planted them.
Answer: daisies, hollyhocks, irises, marigolds, mums, petunias, zinnias

Choosing Papers and Things to Keep
4. For each garden he planted, Mitch had these items: empty seed packages, empty plant holders, a map of the

garden, a written agreement with the owners, a pile of weeds he pulled, a stick and rope used to create straight
rows, a hoe, and a spade. Which of these items should he keep?
Answer: map of the garden, written agreement with the owners, stick and rope used to create straight rows, hoe, and
spade.

Counting Using the Skip Method
5. Most of Mitch’s customers paid him in cash. He was counting a pile of $5.00 bills. Working with a partner, show how
he would use skip counting to count a pile of 14 $5.00 bills.
Answer: 5-10-15-20-25-30-35-40-45-50-55-60-65-$70

Using Tallies
6. Sometimes Mitch used tallies and a calculator to count his money. Show the tallies he would have made to stand
for 43 $20 bills.

Answer: 1111 1111 1111 1111 1111 1111 1111 1111 111

Setting Goals
7. What goal did Mitch Milton set in this story?
Sample Answer: Mitch set a goal to have a new wardrobe when he goes back to school in the fall.

The Lucky Dog
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Discussion Questions, continued
Identifying Realistic Job Possibilities
8. Make a list of summer jobs that you could do. You can include the jobs Mitch had, but be sure to include others as
well.

Answers will vary.

Making Sure You Wake Up on Time
9. Working with a partner, make a list of ways that you could make sure to wake up on time if you had a busy summer
like Mitch.

Answers will vary.

Asking for Gardening Advice
10. Mitch was only 16 years old. There is a good chance that he needed some gardening advice during the summer. If
he lived where you live, whom would you suggest he ask for gardening advice? Explain.

Sample Answer: I would suggest he buy his supplies from the people at Rosie’s Nursery because they are very helpful
with advice for their customers.

Understanding Wants Versus Needs
11. Explain what “wants” and “needs” have to do with this story.
Sample Answer: Mitch’s clothes are a want. Molly’s surgery is a need. Mitch recognized that his “wants” were not as
important as Molly’s “needs.”

Translating Sales Percents into Dollars
12. Say Mitch had gotten a 20% off ticket. How much would he have had to pay to get $600 worth of clothes? Show
your work.

Answer: $600 x 80% = $480

The Lucky Dog
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Right Light Plight - Discussion Questions
Labeling Moving Boxes
1. Make a list of the rooms in your home. For each room, write an abbreviation that you could write on a moving box.
Remember to make your abbreviations short so the do not take long to write.

Sample Answer: Kitchen: K; Family Room: FR; Living Room: LR; Mater Bathroom: M Bath; Other Bathroom: Bath; Office:
O; Master Bedroom: M BR; Joe’s Bedroom: J-BR

Putting Utilities in Your Name
2. Why did Gina say that she was going to call Zane’s Power Co-op to see if the power was in her and Lana’s name?
Sample Answer: Since they had not called to have the power activated, she wondered if it was set up for them yet.

Labeling Files
3. Start with a piece of paper filled with nine file tabs. Use the tabs to show how Hannah and Nina might have labeled
some of the files they set up.

Sample Answer: Zane’s Power Co-op, Water Bills, Hannah’s Cell Phone, Nina’s cell phone, Rent, Hannah—Work, Nina—
Work, Hannah—School, Nina—School

Marking Bills Paid
4. Draw a square to stand for the rent statement that Nina marked paid and filed. At the bottom of the “statement,”
mark it paid today.

Sample Answer: paid 5-27-10

Filing Papers and Bills
5. List two things that you think Hannah and Nina might put in their “Apartment Repairs” file.
Sample Answer: a copy of their request to have their dishwasher repaired, a receipt for a new window shade because
they ripped the first one.

Using Change-of-Address Forms
6. Hannah and Nina filled out their change-of-address forms the day they moved in. Do you think they could have
filled it out and turned it in sooner? Explain.

Sample Answer: They could have turned it in a day sooner. But any sooner than that could have resulted in mail coming
to their apartment before they had moved in UNLESS the form had a start date on it, in which case they could have filled
it out whenever they wanted to.

Choosing an Apartment
7. The story explains that one main reason Hannah and Nina chose this apartment was for its location. Do you think
they made a good location choice? Explain.

Sample Answer: Yes, they made a good location choice since they will be going to Link Trade School and the school is
close by.

Right Light Plight
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using a Phonebook
8. When Nina found the phone number for Zane’s, was the next phonebook entry most likely “Zapor, William” or
“Zippy Car Wash”? Explain.

Sample Answer: The next entry is most likely “Zippy Car Wash” since Zane’s is probably listed in the business section, not
within the residential section where William Zapor would be located.

Making Conclusions About What You Hear
9. Think of a name that rhymes with your name in some way. Then, describe a situation where you hear both your
name and the rhyming name and might conclude that someone was being silly.
Answers will vary.

Solving Problems
10. Hannah called Zane’s three times. Each time, she talked to Judy and was nice to her. Do you think it would have
made more sense to have been less nice and insisted that Judy work out the problem? Explain.

Sample Answer: It rarely helps to pass on being nice. Besides, by the time that the problem was apparent, Judy was
already on her way to solving the problem.

Being Responsible at Work
11. What did Judy do that was not responsible?
Sample Answer: She thought she had misheard the names Hannah said but did not ask for clarification.

Completing a College/Trade School
12. Name a job that you could train for at a trade school and a related class that you might take.
Sample Answer: hair dresser, class on how to give perms

Right Light Plight
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Hotel Treat - Discussion Questions
Planning a Vacation
1. The girls spent one hour deciding what they were going to do for a week-long vacation. What do you think about
that?

Sample Answer: As a rule, longer planning makes sense. But, in this situation, they were probably wise to act fast so that
they could get the good deal. Good deals like that usually are not available for very long.

Reading a Map
2. Even though they have never been to Tampa before, explain how the girls could use the map and previous
experience to figure out how long it will take to walk to Ybor City.

Sample Answer: The map probably has a key on it that tells how many inches equal a mile. They could use the key to
figure out the approximate distance to Ybor City and then they can use previous experience to know how long it will take
them to walk that far.

Estimating Travel Time
3. The girls arrived in their hotel about noon. They wanted to explore the area, but they did not want to be out

walking at night. They had lunch at Ybor City and were ready to leave at 2:00. Would they have time to walk back to
the hotel and walk a mile in another direction and back? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, they would since it would only take about five minutes to walk back to the hotel and only about 15
or 20 minutes to easily walk a mile.

Watching and Reading Airport Signs and Screens
4. In the airport, the girls stopped to read a screen. The line about their flight read “745 Tampa 7:20 On time Gate 35.”
What do the numbers and times mean?

Answer: “745” is the flight number; “Tampa” is the destination; “7:20” is the departure time; “On time” means that the
plane will be taking off at 7:20 as planned; “Gate 35” tells where passengers will board the plane.

Choosing the Best Route
5. The girls got to choose to stop in Baltimore and then go on to Tampa or to stop in Chicago and then go on to
Tampa. Which choice would have been best? Explain.

Answer: It would have been best to stop in Baltimore since Chicago is more out of the way when flying from Maine to
Florida.

Considering Weather When Packing
6. The girls might have looked a little silly with their sweaters on. Would you have made the same choice they did?
Explain.

Sample Answer: Yes, I would have. I would not want to carry a big coat around when I didn’t need it.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Making Choices Based on Advertising
7. The only reason the girls ended up taking this trip was because Lana saw an ad in a magazine. Do you think they
used advertising wisely or were taken in by advertising? Explain.

Sample Answer: They used advertising wisely since it allowed them to take advantage of a money-saving opportunity.

Understanding How to Use Credit
8. When the girls called to make their vacation reservations, they were each asked for a credit card number. Gina has a
credit card, but she wants to pay cash for the trip instead of charging it. What should Gina do?

Sample Answer: Gina should charge the trip initially since she has no way to make her reservation with cash. Then, she
should use her cash to pay her credit card off in full as soon as the bill comes.

Doing Laundry
9. Say you have a heaping basket of laundry to do. You are going to sort your clothes into three loads. Describe the
contents of each load.

Sample Answer: whites, light colors, dark colors

Packing for a Trip
10. Say you are going on the same trip that the girls took. You will be gone one week. Make a list of the clothes you
will pack.

Answers will vary, but should include a weeks worth of summer clothing along with at least one pair of long pants and
a light jacket.

Using Public Transportation
11. Identify the public forms of public transportation the girls used in the story.
Answer: cab, airplane, hotel shuttle

Providing Identification
12. Hannah was already in the cab to go to the airport when she realized that she had forgotten her driver’s license.
Do you think she should have asked the others to wait so she could go back inside and get it? Explain.

Sample Answer: Yes, she will need an official picture ID to get past security, and her driver’s license is likely the only
official picture ID she has.
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Secret Sounds - Discussion Questions
Using Non-Traditional Measuring Devices
1. Explain how Kyle was able to measure the shelves using a piece of paper.
Answer: Since he knows the paper is 11” long, and he could place it end-to-end nine times, he knew the shelf was about 9
x 11, or 99”, long.

Making Decisions
2. Todd made the decision to make Kyle’s shelves short and wide. Why did Todd make that decision?
Sample Answer: Todd knew that Kyle had to reach the shelves from a sitting position, so he knew it would be hard for
Kyle to reach something that was six feet high.

Avoiding Bug, Bee, Snake, Mosquito, and Spider Bites
3. Why do you think Mr. Cortez was concerned about Kyle getting spider bites?
Sample Answer: Spider bites can itch and/or hurt anyone, but they could cause additional problems for someone who
has health problems.

Compromising
4. What two situations in the story are examples of compromising?
Answer: 1—Kyle plans to listen to music, but compromises and watches a movie with his mother. 2—Kyle wanted to
have marble counters in the computer room, but compromised with his father to have black ones with marble-looking
lines.

Reading Abbreviations
5. List the abbreviations that were placed on the shelf stickers. Explain what each abbreviation stands for.
Answers: L = Left, R = Right, T = Top

Protecting a Kitchen Counter
6. Todd put a towel on the counter. What might have happened if he had not put it there?
Sample Answer: The tools might have scratched the counter.

Using Eye Contact
7. At the beginning of the story, Kyle thought his mother had seen something on the floor. What did that have to do
with eye contact?

Sample Answer: Kyle noticed that his mother was not making eye contact with him when she talked to him. Since that
was odd, he thought something on the floor had distracted her.

Giving An Opinion on a Movie
8. In your own words, explain Kyle’s opinion of the movie he and his mother were going to watch.
Sample Answer: Kyle thinks the movie is going to be a good one because it has good actors an is a true story.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Summarizing Movies and TV Shows
9. Choose a movie or TV show you have seen. Write a summary and present it to the class.
Answers will vary.

Approximating Measurements
10. Kyle said, “It is about 99 inches wide.” Todd said, “I could have made it about 50 inches wide and 6 feet high.” Why
do you think they both used the word “about”?

Sample Answer: They both used the word “about” because neither of them had made an exact measurement; they were
both approximating the measurements.

Being Part of a Team
11. List two things that Mrs. Cortez did that showed she was a part of a team.
Sample Answers: She tried to convince Kyle that the car he saw was not Todd’s. She suggested she and Kyle watch a
movie so that Kyle would not go in to the computer room.

Planning a Surprise
12. Think about planning a surprise for one of your friends. What would you do, and how would you keep your friend
from knowing?

Answers will vary.
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Teamwork - Discussion Questions
Identifying Realistic Job Possibilities
1. Do you think it is realistic for Mitch to plan that he will have a job as an NBA player? Explain.
Sample Answer: No, it is probably not realistic for him to think he will have a job as an NBA player. Only the most elite
players end up in the NBA, and if Mitch were one of the most elite players, college and professional scouts would be
coming to watch him.

Asking for Help When Needed
2. Todd asked Kyle to read the row of stats to him. Do you think he was right to ask for help or should he have tried
harder? Explain.

Sample Answer: Yes, he was right to ask for help. He apparently needs his contacts to read, and it was an easy thing for
Kyle to read the line to him.

Reading Abbreviations
3. Most of the abbreviations on the table are specific to basketball. But, one of them is a general abbreviation that is
used in many situations. Identify the abbreviation and describe two non-basketball uses.

Sample Answer: The abbreviation “min” means “minutes.” Two other situations where “min” might be used are when
marking amount of time needed to complete a science experiment and when writing the length of a movie.

Understanding Quantity Relationships
4. Use the stats table to write the players names in order from the one who scored the most points to the one who
scored the least.

Answer: Mitch, Royce, Ishy, Todd, Mel, Dago & Malik, Jake

Understanding Ratios
5. Mitch’s points could be described with the ratio 25/90. Explain what the ratio means.
Answer: Mitch made 25 out of the 90 team points.

Understanding Optical Illusions
6. Look at the picture with the story. Why does it look like Mitch (#45) is standing on Todd’s (#8) shoulder?
Sample Answer: Mitch is jumping and Todd is on the floor. The angle of the photo created an optical illusion.

Exploring Situation-Appropriate Speech/Actions
7. Todd, Kyle, and Mitch discuss some NBA players. They yell at each other and say that each other is wrong. Do you
think they are fighting? Explain.

Sample Answer: No, they were not fighting. They were just having a lively discussion. Even though they said things that
might be fighting in other situations, this type of talk is common sports talk as long as no one gets angry.
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23

Volume 1 • Story 12

Discussion Questions, continued
Reading Charts, Tables, and Graphs
8. Name the players with the top numbers in these categories: minutes played, field goals made, free throws made,
rebounds, assists, total points.

Answer: minutes played: Royce, field goals made: Royce, free throws made: Mitch, rebounds: Todd, assists: Mitch, total
points: Mitch

Calculating Quantities
9. Mitch and Royce were the two highest scorers. How many points did the rest of the team make? Show your work.
Answer: 25 + 22 = 47; 90 – 47 = 43

Understanding Sports Statistics
10. The starters played the most minutes. Which five players were the starters?
Answer: Mitch, Todd, Jake, Ishy, and Royce

Scoring Sports
11. In basketball, each field goal is worth either two points or three points. Each free throw is worth one point. How
many three-pointers did Mitch make? Show your work.

Answer: Mitch made two three pointers. (2 x 3) + (6 x 2) + 7 = 25 OR 8 x 2 = 16; 16 + 7 = 23; 23 is two short of the total of
25; So, two of the baskets had to be three pointers.

Getting Enough Sleep
12. The coach told the basketball players that getting enough sleep was one of the most important parts of playing
basketball. Do you think the coach is right? Explain.

Sample Answer: Yes, the coach is right. Basketball players have to expend a lot of energy, and if they are short on sleep,
they will almost certainly run out of energy too soon.
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Job Shopping - Discussion Questions
Controlling Credit Card Levels
1. Explain the difference between using a credit card to buy things instead of paying cash and using a credit card to
buy things you cannot afford.

Sample Answer: If you use a credit card instead of paying cash, you can plan to pay the credit off at the end of the month
and you won’t pay any interest. If you use a credit card to buy things you cannot afford, you probably won’t be able to
pay the credit card off at the end of the month and you could end up paying a lot of interest.

Understanding Wants versus Needs
2. Todd’s hard drive crashed in his laptop. When he went to the mall with his sister, he bought a new hard drive. Even

though Todd knew it would take him hours to install the hard drive, he knew how to do it so he did not pay to have
it put in. Explain how Todd balanced his wants and needs.
Sample Answer: Todd needed to get a new hard drive so his laptop would work. He might have wanted to have the hard
drive installed, but he knew he didn’t really need to pay for that servic

Anticipating Consequences
3. Explain what could happen if, three months in a row, you use a credit card to buy about $500 worth of things you
cannot afford.

Sample Answer: When you spend $1500 you can’t afford, it can take a long time to catch back up. You could find yourself
paying interest on that $1500 for months or years.

Understanding Titles that Go with Names
4. Todd and Hannah ran into Dr. Matt Franks, Jr. What do the titles “Dr.” and “Jr.” mean? Give both the full words and
their meanings.

Answer: Dr.—full word: Doctor, meaning: a person with an advanced degree, such as a medical doctor, a dentist, or a
person with a Ph.D.; Jr.—full word: Junior, meaning: a guy who has the same name as his father.

Searching for Job Options
5. Say you were walking around in a local mall, and you were looking for a job. Make a list of the stores that you
would check into. Describe a job you think you could do in each of the stores.
Answers will vary.

Reading Arrows
6. Working with a partner, create a poster that includes an arrow.
Answers will vary.

Understanding Jokes
7. Todd was in a joking mood in the story. Working with a partner, choose five of Todd’s “jokes” and use your own
words to explain what he was saying.

Sample Answer: 1—Go, Joe. Don’t be slow, Mo.—I’m ready to go; 2— Han-My-Fan-from-the-Clan—Hannah, my sister
who thinks I am funny; 3—His hard drive froze so he chose to go to Rose!—Todd’s hard drive froze, so he went to the mall
to get a new one; 4— My chat with Matt was just flat.—I didn’t have anything to say to dr. Franks; 5— Don’t fret, my
pet!—Don’t worry, Hannah.
Job Shopping
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Discussion Questions, continued
Interpreting Idioms
8. Say Todd said to Hannah, “I wonder if I should have taken that job. I don’t know if I will like it or not.” Would it make
the more sense for Hannah to respond by saying “Go fly a kite” or “A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush”?
Explain.

Sample Answer: It would make the most sense for her to say “A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush” since that idiom
would mean that a job Todd actually has is worth more than two jobs he might like but doesn’t have.

Reading Job Ads
9. Find a newspaper ad for a job that you think you could do. Tape the ad to a piece of paper. Then, answer as many of
the following questions as you can about the job. If you do not have the needed information to answer a question,
write N/A. If you have time, see if you can use the Internet to find missing information.
What is the name of the company?
What is the job title?
What type of work is required for this job?
Where is the company located?
How much does the job pay?
How should you respond if you are interested in the job?
Answers will vary.

Exploring Situation-Appropriate Speech/Actions
10. Make a list of five situations where Todd’s rhyming jokes would NOT be appropriate.
Sample Answer: During a huddle in a high school football game, When talking to a customer at his job, When talking to
his grandmother who is easily confused, When on the phone talking to a computer technician about a problem with his
computer, When asking a clerk in the grocery store to help him locate a product

Interviewing for a Job
11. When Todd asked about the job, Mr. Shan asked if he had time for an interview right then. Todd said he did have
time and interviewed right then. Give an example of a reason why Todd might have said he could not interview
right then.

Sample Answer: If Todd had an appointment to be somewhere in a few minutes, it might have made sense to make an
interview appointment for later.

Recognizing Proper Posture
12. People tend to look more alert and capable when they sit with good posture. Working with a partner,
demonstrate good and bad sitting posture for an interview situation.

Answers will vary, but should show shoulders back and back straight as good posture.
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An X Is an X Unless ... - Discussion Questions
Trying Not to Spread an Illness
1. With a partner, practice sneezing into your elbow instead of on your hands. Watch to make sure your partner’s
mouth and nose are covered by his or her elbow.

Answer: Elbows must be positioned to collect cough germs spewing from mouth and nose.

Starting to Eat After Having Been Sick
2. After she was sick, Tess ate soup, soup and crackers, and then a potato with chili and cheese. After she ate the
potato, she didn’t feel so well. What do you think about her food choices after having been sick?

Sample Answer: The soup and soup and crackers were good choices. But, she should have waited at least another day
to have something as harsh as chili. She’d have been better off to have had just the potato and cheese or just the potato
with butter.

Storing Food
3. Work with a partner. Make a list of 30 food items. After each item, tell where to put it away in a kitchen by writing C
(cupboard or pantry), F (freezer), or R (Refrigerator).
Answers will vary.

Estimating to Check Expectations
4. Tess thought her swim felt good, so she was hoping she would be under 26 seconds. She checked with Coach

Marks to see if her expectation was correct. In the 200 free, Tess swam these times per length: 28.33, 27.00, 27.45,
and 26.14. Use math to estimate her total time. Show how you could figure it in your head.
Sample Answer: 28 + 27 + 28 + 26 = 30 + 30 + 30 + 19 = 109 minutes =1 min 49 seconds

Reading Roman Numerals
5. Explain why Nina did not find Box 20 the first time she went looking for it.
Sample Answer: She was thinking that XX stood for double-X. She did not realize at first that it was the Roman numeral
20.

Predicting Whether an Item Will Float
6. Working with a partner, make a list of 10 things that will float and 10 things that will not float.
Answers will vary.

Understanding the Four Seasons
7. Tess lives in Maine where it is cold and dry in the winter. Describe the winter weather where you live.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Dealing with Leftover Food
8. People often have leftovers. Explain how you would handle saving the following leftovers to eat later: crackers, half
of an apple, spaghetti, and ice cream cake.

Sample Answer: Crackers—Seal in a bag or container and put in the cupboard or pantry. Half of an apple—Seal in a bag
or container and put in the refrigerator, but will probably turn brownish anyhow. Spaghetti—Place in the refrigerator in
a covered container. Ice cream cake—Place in a covered container in the freezer.

Asking for Help When Needed
9. Nina could not find the box, so she asked Coach Marks if he was sure it was there. Do you think she should have
talked to him or kept looking without saying anything. Explain.

Sample Answer: I think it was a good idea to tell him she could not find the box since he would have wondered why she
did not bring it up like he asked.

Figuring Elapsed Time
10. During practice, Pearl timed Tess on a 50-free swim. Tess took off at 5:15 (The 5 is minutes and the .15 is seconds)

on the counter and touched at 5:41.12. (The .12 is hundredths of a second.) What was her time? Show your work.

Answer: 5:41.12 – 5:15 = 26:12 seconds

Willingly Following Directions
11. The swimmers all followed Coach Marks’ directions willingly. Explain why a coach has to insist that his or her
students do exactly as asked.

Sample Answer: A team must have one person in charge. If each part of the team did his or her own thing, the team
would fall apart.

Deciding When to Open Eyes in Water
12. People cannot always open their eyes when swimming. But, swim team members do always open their eyes
during races. Explain why swim team members can open their eyes during races.

Sample Answer: Swim team members can open their eyes in the water because they race in chemically-controlled
swimming pools.
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KMG’s Ghost Rides - Discussion Questions
Identifying Months by Numbers
1. Kyle and Mitch named their file so they could remember what was in it and when they started it. In what month
did they start it?
Answer: July

Reading and Writing Dates
2. Working with a partner, write today’s date in four different ways.
Sample Answer: June 9, 2009; 6-9-09, 06/09/09; 6.9.2009

Finding a File in a Computer or on a CD
3. Before they made their first file, Mitch and Kyle created a folder for their game project. Explain why the folder was a
good idea.

Sample Answer: The folder will help them to keep all their game files together so that they can easily find them.

Avoiding Bug, Bee, Snake, Mosquito, and Spider Bites
4. If you were playing the Ghost Rides game, what question could you ask to help you avoid bites?
Sample Answer: Do you have some protection from bites?

Using Non-Traditional Measuring Devices
5. Kyle and Mitch plan to have players figure their height in lizard-lengths. If a lizard is 8 inches long, what is your
height in lizard-lengths? Show your work.

Sample Answer: A 5’4” person would be 8 lizards; 5’4” = 64”; 64” ÷ 8”/lizard-length = 8 lizard-lengths

Making Decisions
6. Make a list of the decisions that Kyle and Mitch made during their planning session.
Answer: folder name; file name; jungle entry; must avoid bites; must ask right question to avoid bites; bites make
them crazy so that they make crazy choices; crazy choices include mountain climbing without gear, using electricity
improperly, walking in front of a semi, choosing a lid to lock in deadly bats, and showering in acid; can treat up to 10
mosquito bites, 10 bug biters, and two bee bites; snakes and spiders are deadly; key words that can be recognized in Any
Questions? section; after the jungle, players will go to a ghost amusement park; players must figure height in lizardlengths; players will encounter assorted problems in amusement park, including cantankerous ghosts; eventually, the
best players can win the game; the company will be called KMG; the game will be called Ghost Rides.

Handling Electricity Safely
7. One of the bad choices for players who are made crazy by bites is to mix water and power. Explain why this is a bad
choice?

Sample Answer: People can easily be electrocuted by mixing power and water.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Choosing a Lid that Will Fit Based on Shape
8. Choose a container. Draw four lids, one which will fit and three which will not fit. Cut the lids out and label them

A—D. Place your container and lids with your classmates containers and lids. Number all the containers, beginning
with one. List the numbers down the side of a piece of paper and find all the correct lids.
Answers will vary.

Paying Attention to Noises and Comments Around You
9. In the game, Mitch and Kyle will have noises and comments that can help players do better. Say you are a player.
You are getting on a ride when you hear a very loud creak and bang. Explain how paying attention to that noise
might help you do better in the game.

Sample Answer: The loud creak and bang could mean that the ride is not working right and will end up causing
problems for me. By paying attention to the creak and bang, I could choose not to get on the ride, and thus prolong my
success with the game.

Reading Pictures
10. Kyle and Mitch plan to build many visual clues into the game. One of the clues is that a foggy spot is the sign that
a ghost is present. Explain how a player might tell a ghost from a patch of fog.

Sample Answer: A ghost would likely have the shape of a living being, whereas fog would be more likely to have a lesscontained shape.

Using Basic Appliances and Tools
11. Kyle and Mitch plan to have bolts fall out of some of the rides. What tool would a player in his or her backpack to
put bolts back in place?
Answer: a wrench

Knowing Your Initials
12. Working with a partner, choose a company name that uses one or more of each of your initials.
Answers will vary.
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The Warmth of Minnesota’s Winter - Discussion Questions
Packing for a Trip
1. The girls packed small shampoos, soaps, and creams. Why was it important that these items be small?
Sample Answer: First of all, they take up less room, which is always important when packing a suitcase. But, more
importantly, for security reasons, airlines require a maximum size of 4 oz per liquid container within carry-on luggage.

Dressing Appropriately for the Weather
2. Say you were going to Little Falls in March for this meeting. What would you pack to keep you warm outside?
Describe each item by type and color, such as my orange sweatshirt. If you think you need to buy or borrow
something, please make a note to that effect.

Answers will vary, but should include ample clothing to keep a person warm in zero degree weather for at least 15
minutes.

Protecting Against Frostbite
3. Explain what frostbite is and why you don’t want it.
Sample Answer: Frostbite is skin and tissue damage resulting from exposure to freezing and sub-freezing temperatures.
I would not want frostbite because it can be very painful and can cause permanent damage to body parts, including
resulting in loss of extremities, such as fingers and t

Handling an Automated Phone System
4. When Pearl called the airline, she was greeted with these choices:
• To make a reservation, push 1
• To check on flight status, push 2
• To register a complaint, push 3
• To be directed to online assistance, push 4
• To speak to an attendant, push 0
• If you wish to hear the choices again, push 5
Which THREE options could Pearl have made?

Answer: 2 (To check on flight status), 4 (To be directed to online assistance), or 0 (To speak to an attendant)

Understanding the Diet Implications of Eating at Home versus at Restaurants
5. Explain why the cheeseburger Hannah and Pearl ordered was different from a cheeseburger they might have at
home.

Sample Answer: The cheeseburger might or might not have been larger than they would have had at home. But, for sure,
they probably would not have had such a large mound of French fries at home.

Using Abbreviations
6. Say you had to use abbreviations to write your address and the name of your high school. Show how you would
write the two items.

Answers will vary, but will almost certainly include abbreviations for street, avenue, road, etc., for the state name, and for
high school (H.S.).
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Discussion Questions, continued
Writing Within Given Space
7. Some forms provide very little space, so you have to write very small. Write your name and address in a 2” high x ½”
wide box.

Answer: Name and address must fit within the box.

Volunteering in the Community
8. Working with a partner, make a list of places in your community where you could volunteer.
Answers will vary, but might include senior centers, nursing homes, day are centers, schools, and hospitals.

Watching and Reading Airport Signs and Screens
9. Pearl and Hannah arrived at the airport with Pearl’s mother. Pearl’s mother helped them find the security line. There
was a sign at the line that read “Boarding Passes Required.” What does that sign mean and why was it there?

Sample Answer: The sign means that only people with boarding passes could enter this area. The sign was there as a
security measure to control who can be in the flight-waiting areas.

Sorting Bodies of Water
10. Hannah and Pearl flew from near the Atlantic Ocean over the Great Lakes and the Mississippi River. Explain how
these three different bodies of water are alike and different.

Sample Answer: They are all bodies of water. The Atlantic Ocean is a large body of water that separates continents. The
Great Lakes are four smaller bodies of water that are surrounded by parts of the U.S. and Canada. The Mississippi River
is a long body of water that flows from the north-central U.S. to the south-central U.S. where it then empties into the
Gulf of Mexico

Planning Around Time Zones
11. Hannah and Pearl knew that Maine is in the Eastern Time Zone and Minnesota is in the Central Time Zone. They

also knew their flight would take four hours. They took off at 8:30 Eastern Time. About what time did they land in
the Central Time Zone? Explain.

Sample Answer: They landed about 11:30 Central Time because they gained one hour going from the Eastern to Central
Time Zone.

Having a Working Knowledge of the 50 States
12. Paige and Jen live in Iowa and Dennis and Manu live in Kansas. Which two teens live closest to Hannah and Pearl,
who live in Maine?

Answer: Paige and Jen
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Saving Thor - Discussion Questions
Reading Roman Numerals
1. The flyer had six parts, each identified by a Roman numeral from one to six. Write those Roman numerals.
Answer: I, II, III, IV, V, VI

Reading Arrows
2. Why do you think the flyer used an up arrow to stand for items that could float?
Sample Answer: The up arrow gives an image of a floating item that is “up” or “on top of” the water.

Predicting Whether an Item Will Float
3. Work with a partner. Create a two-column chart. Label one column “Materials that Usually Float.” Label the other
column “Materials that Usually Do Not Float.”

Sample Answer: Float—plastic, wood, aluminum, plants, cork, Styrofoam, closed metal containers, paper (for a while);
Do Not Float—metal (unless has a cavity and is capped), rock, brick, fabric (once saturated), glass

Protecting Your Ears from Loud Noises
4. Todd had earplugs, so he used them to help him handle the noise. Describe something he could have used if he
had not had earplugs.

Sample Answer: cotton balls

Understanding Quantity Relationships
5. The flyer included four loaded tackle boxes. They weighed 5 pounds, 4 kilograms, 8 pounds, and 6 kilograms. Put
the box weights in order from smallest to largest. If needed, use an online metric conversion calculator.
Answer: 5 pounds, 8 pounds, 4 kilograms, 6 kilograms

Understanding Optical Illusions
6. Todd mistook a photo of a float patch for a sleeping bag. Go online and look at several float patches. Then draw
one that meets Todd’s description.

Answers will vary, but should resemble a sleeping bag.

Detecting the Source (Direction) of Noises and Voices
7. Working with a partner, take turns closing your eyes and trying to follow noises and voices provided by your
partner.

Answers will vary.

Volunteering to Help a Friend or Neighbor
8. In what way did Todd volunteer to help his neighbor?
Sample Answer: Todd volunteered to help his neighbor by helping his neighbor’s dog when his neighbor was not home.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Identifying Directions (North, South, East, West)
9. Todd figured out that the noise was on the west side of his house. Describe the west side of your house.
Answers will vary.

Anticipating Consequences
10. Why should Doug have told his neighbors that he was planning to use a Noise Blaster?
Sample Answer: Doug should have told his neighbors so that they would not become frightened and worry. Also, he
nearly blew his plan because he did not talk to the neighbors.

Ordering from Catalogs
11. Provide this information that you would need to give if ordering from a catalog:
Name
Street Address
City, State, Zip
Phone # with area code
E-mail address

Answers will vary, but must include all the pieces or N/A after pieces that are Not Applicable to a specific student.

Counting Ply
12. The fishing flyer included nets ranging from 2 ply to 120 ply. What is ply?
Sample Answer: Ply refers to individual strands or layers of thread, fiber, or composition material.
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MSSAGS 4 U - Discussion Questions
Trying Not to Spread an Illness
1. Some people think that people only spread illnesses when they are indoors. Describe a situation where a person
who is outside might spread a disease.

Sample Answer: Even when you are outside, if you sneeze right into someone’s face, he or she will get your germs. Also,
even if you are outside, if you sneeze on your hands and touch something or someone with your hands, you can spread
germs that way.

Translating a Phone Number from Words to Numbers
2. The “QT GRL 12” plate is a seven-digit phone number. Which other plates might be a phone number (with or
without an area code)?

Answer: ART TCHR, SWM DUDE, GAME WHZ, DNSN LGS

Making Assumptions
3. What do you think the plates 1 2 4 U mean?
Answer: Won two for you (two state championships)

Using Abbreviations
4. What do you think the plates “PNO GRL” mean?
Answer: Piano Girl

Understanding Wants versus Needs
5. Of the custom license plates in the story, which, if any, could actually meet a need? Explain.
Answer: “ART TCHR” and “FOOT MD” might both use their license plates to advertise their work. The rest of the plates are
just for fun.

Understanding Titles that Go with Names
6. Of the custom license plates in the story, which, if any, include a title that goes with a name?
Answer: FOOT MD

Making Non-Driving Weather-Related Decisions
7. Mitch and Jade waited two weeks for nice weather. Describe the weather on a day that would NOT have been OK
for the two to look at the license plates.

Sample Answer: A rainy day, whether it is cold or warm, would not have been OK.

Knowing People at School
8. Work with a partner. Create license plates for three people who work at your school.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Recognizing a Safe Tire Tread
9. Draw what you think Mitch’s tire treads look like. Also, draw what you think his new tire treads will look like.
Answers will vary, but should include very little tread on the current tires and deep tread on the new tires.

Getting Along with Others
10. Mitch called Jade a “goof.” Do you think he can expect to get along with her if he calls her a name like that?
Explain.

Sample Answer: Jade and Mitch appear to be friends. When he called her a “goof,” it seemed to have been done in a
teasing, friendly way. So, yes, he can call her that name and get along with her.

Knowing Languages Spoken in Different Countries
11. Working with a partner, make a list of ten countries and the languages that are spoken there.
Answers will vary.

Projecting Needed Time for an Activity
12. Jade and Mitch spent 30 minutes looking at the license plates on 50 cars. They have 120 more cares to look at. Do
you think they are right that they can finish in 30 more minutes? Explain.

Sample Answer: No, it is not logical to think they can look at more than twice as many cars in the same amount of time.
I think they could hurry and finish in an hour.
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Apartment Dudes - Discussion Questions
Choosing an Apartment
1. Cliff and Jake only considered one apartment complex. Why do you think they did that?
Sample Answer: They knew the apartment complex was in the right location and they figured it was an OK place since
people they knew liked it.

Listing Pros and Cons
2. Cliff and Jake made a very quick decision about taking the apartment. Work with a partner to create a pros and
cons chart about their quick decision.

Sample Answer: Pros—They did not take a lot of time up with the process, They did not get stressed over the situation,
They are happy with their choice; Cons—They do not know if they could have gotten a better deal elsewhere, They do not
know if they would like other apartments better, They have some apartment problems that they probably could have
avoided

Talking on the Phone with Someone You Do Not Know
3. Karl was a stranger to Jake and Cliff. Since he was a stranger, why was it a good idea to put the phone on speaker?
Sample Answer: It allowed both Jake and Cliff to get a sense of how they felt about Karl.

Negotiating a Sale or Purchase
4. Why do you think Karl so quickly dropped the rent on the two-bedroom apartments?
Sample Answer: Karl has a lot of empty apartments, and he wants them full. So, he doesn’t want to lose a possible renter.
Also, he probably hopes that he will be able to raise the rent the second year and keep Jake and Cliff.

Understanding the Diet Implications of Eating at Home versus at Restaurants
5. Why do you think Nina says that the boys cannot eat fast food for every meal?
Sample Answer: Fast food is not healthy enough to make up a whole diet. Cliff is wrong when he says that fast food is
fine for them because they are young and tough.

Loading Electrical Outlets Properly
6. Explain what Jake and Cliff should have done differently when they got ready to plug in their things.
Sample Answer: They should have used two or three different outlets.

Identifying Sources of Occupational Training
7. Jake and Cliff are going to Link Vocational School. In your area, where could you go for vocational training?
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Knowing When to Use Your Signature
8. Explain the difference in looks and meaning between a signature and when you write your name and it is not a
signature.

Sample Answer: A signature must be written in cursive and must be your whole first and last names (and maybe a
middle initial or middle name). A signature is a form of legally giving your word. If you write your name and it is not a
signature, it can be in manuscript and you can use parts of your name and/or nicknames. Also, when you write your
name and it is not a signature, it is not legally binding.

Understanding a Lease
9. Working with a partner, make a list of some details you would expect to see in a lease. Then, if you can look at a
copy of an actual lease, circle (on the lease) the items from your list and look for other items you could add to
your list.
Answers will vary.

Labeling Moving Boxes
10. Make a list of some labels that Jake and Cliff could use on their moving boxes.
Sample Answer: J Rm, C Rm, Lvng Rm, Kit, J Bath, C Bath

Arranging Furniture so It Is Attractive and Useful
11. Jake and Cliff’s living room is 12 feet square. Work with a partner to make a drawing of the room. Decide what
type of furniture would work best in the room.

Answers will vary.

Ordering at a Restaurant on a Budget
12. Jake and Cliff will be on a tight budget. Choose a fast food restaurant in your area. Choose a meal that the boys
could order for no more than $5.00 each. Make the meal as healthy as possible.

Answers will vary.
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Welcome to My Room! - Discussion Questions
Protecting Your Ears from Loud Noises
1. Were any noises in this story loud enough to be a danger to the boys’ hearing? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, the loud music and the loud thunderstorm could both have caused hearing problems if listened to
for a prolonged period of time.

Loading Electric Outlets Properly
2. Todd’s plan was to use the extension cord/strip for everything he wanted to plug in. Why could that plan cause a
problem?

Sample Answer: Plugging more than one or two items into an outlet can lead to outlet overload.

Storing Food
3. Working with a friend, make a list of ten food items that you could safely keep on a shelf in your bedroom.
Answers will vary.

Solving Problems
4. How did Todd and his mother both help to solve the messy room problem without creating additional problems?
Sample Answer: His mother calmly asked him to clean his room for the sake of safety and then gave him ample space
so he could make some decisions about his timing. Todd did not argue with his mother when she asked him to clean his
room.

Preventing Household Problems
5. When Todd finished cleaning his room, he saw that there was a big stain on his carpet. What might he have done to
prevent this problem?

Sample Answer: He could have been very careful to make sure that no food or liquids touched the carpet.

Find a File in a Computer or on a CD
6. Say Todd could not remember where he had put the file for his paper on current U.S. presidents. What words could
he have used to search his hard drive?

Sample Answer: (depending on what he knew about what would seem logical to him) presidents, history, (current date)

Judging the Safety of a Surface when Walking, Running, or Driving
7. In some ways, it was Mitch’s fault that he got hurt in Todd’s room. Explain that statement.
Sample Answer: Mitch could see that the room was a horrible mess and should have been able to figure out that it was
not a safe surface on which to walk.

Dealing with Leftover Food
8. Say you wanted to eat some leftover pizza in your room. How long could you safely keep it there before you ate it?
Sample Answer: perhaps an hour or two

Welcome to My Room!

39

Volume 1 • Story 20

Discussion Questions, continued
Naming Cards in a Card Deck
9. Working with a partner, go through a deck of cards and take turns naming the cards.
Answers will vary.

Counting from 1–30
10. Working with a partner, take turns counting out 30 cards from a deck of card. Count aloud.
Answer: Each student should count to 30 aloud.

Using the Internet for Personal Needs
11. Todd used the Internet to find a build-a-storm site because he likes storms. Name a topic you would find
interesting to search for on the Internet.

Answers will vary.

Knowing Recent U.S. Presidents
12. List the U.S. Presidents who have been in office since you were born.
Answers will vary.
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Good Food for Good Workers - Discussion Questions
Making Sure You Wake Up On Time
1. Say you do not hear alarm clocks very well. What could you do to make sure you wake up on time?
Answers will vary.

Being Responsible at Work
2. Delvin goofed around for the first hour he was at work each day. That was clearly too much time to spend not

working. But, good workers often spend some time at work not working. How much time do you think would have
been OK for Delvin to spend not working after he got to work each day?
Sample Answer: five or ten minutes

Taking Responsibility for One’s Own Actions
3. Say Delvin were going to take responsibility for his own actions. What would he have said when Alice told him he
was fired?

Sample Answer: I know I messed up. I should have come to work on time and worked when I was here.

Dieting Sensibly
4. Explain why using a smaller plate is a better way to diet than eating only apples and carrots for four months.
Sample Answer: The human body needs a variety of foods. When you use a smaller plate, you can still eat a variety of
foods. When you eat only apples and carrots, you are missing many vitamins and minerals that your body needs.

Exercising
5. Along with using a smaller plate, Jewel plans to start exercising. If you were Jewel, what would you plan to do and
when would you do it?
Answers will vary.

Writing a Business Letter
6. Since Alice is the boss at Mace, she often has to send business letters. She often has an employee write a rough
draft for her to edit and send. Write a rough draft of a letter telling a company that a shipment of office binders
were all missing the inside rings. Ask for a replacement. Make up the other details you need.
Answers will vary, but should include the fact that the binders were missing the inside rings and a request for
replacement binders.

Requesting Adaptations/Accommodations
7. Mace, Inc. has a rule against bringing pets to work. But they did not have a problem with Perry bringing Jake to
work. What do you think Perry said about Jake when he applied for a job at Mace?

Sample Answer: Due to my visual handicap, I will need to have my guide dog with me every day. He will sit quietly on the
floor by my desk.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Working at a Rate that Shows Effort
8. Say you also work at Mace. Before he was fired, Delvin often stopped by your desk to talk. Explain how you could
be polite to him and still show effort in your work.

Sample Answer: I could say “hello” and talk to him for a minute or two without completely stopping my work. By
continuing to work, I would send a strong message that I was not willing to sit and talk on work time.

Choosing People to Ask for References
9. List three people you could use for references if you were applying for a job. Explain why each person would be a
good choice.

Answers will vary.

Using Tallies
10. Perry keeps track of his phone calls by making tallies with a texture pen. Get a texture pen or something to create
a similar feel, such as fabric paint. Create textured tally marks for 12, 20, and 35.

Answer: Each student should create these tally marks in a raised format that they can “read” by feeling while their eyes
are closed: 1111 1111 11; 1111 1111 1111 1111 ; 1111 1111 1111 1111 1111 1111 1111

Eating a Balanced Diet
11. Think about Jewel’s small-plate diet. Draw a circle that is 7 inches across. Use your circle as a plate and draw the
foods and amounts of each that would make a balanced meal.

Answers will vary, but must depict a healthy meal.

Identifying Ethnic Foods
12. Make a list of foods that came from different countries. For each food, name the country from which it came.
Sample Answer: Italian: pizza, spaghetti, lasagna, ravioli; German: sauerkraut, bratwursts; Mexican: burritos, nachos,
quesadilla, enchiladas; Greek: gyros, falafel, moussaka
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When Mom Calls - Discussion Questions
Using a Debit Card Wisely
1. Mark was planning to buy some new jeans this week. Why did that fact make his debit card purchase a wise one?
Sample Answer: Because planned purchases are wiser than spur-of-the-moment purchases.

Parenting
2. While they were in the hospital with Megan, Shelley started crying and told her mother that she was sorry for

ignoring the first few phone calls. What do you think Mrs. Moot should say or do when she finds out that Shelley
was not answering her calls?
Sample Answer: At this point, Shelley feels bad enough about her choice not to answer the phone. Mrs. Moot should
briefly discuss the ramifications of not taking calls and then let it go without punishing Shelley.

Taking a Child for Proper Medical Care
3. The Moots called an ambulance to take Megan to the hospital. Why was it wise not to drive her themselves?
Sample Answer: Moving a person multiple broken bones and unknown internal injuries can cause additional damage.
Ambulance workers have both the skill and equipment to minimize the possible damage.

Giving Medical Histories
4. Say you are at a doctor’s office. You are filling out a form that asks what hereditary medical issues of your parents
and grandparents. What would you write?
Answers will vary.

Writing School Excuses
5. Megan’s fall happened on Sunday. Mrs. Moot told Shelley she did not have to go to school on Monday. Write a
school excuse that you think Mrs. Moot might have written for Shelley to take to school on Tuesday.

Sample Answer: Please excuse Shelley Moot from school on Monday, April 7. She was taking part in family business.
Thank you, Mrs. Alice Moot

Reacting When Something Breaks or Spills
6. Megan was rearranging her room when she fell. Explain how her dad knew to run upstairs and why it was
important that he did so.

Sample Answer: Mr. Moot knew to run upstairs because he heard glass breaking and a loud noise. Neither of these
sounds should have been part of rearranging her room. It was important that he run upstairs, because he did not know
what was going on or if his daughter needed help.

Anticipating Consequences
7. Say you were pulling really hard on a heavy table trying to move it. Then, say that while you were pulling hard, your
hands slipped off the table. What would most likely happen to you?

Sample Answer: Like Megan in the story, you would probably go flying backwards. Hopefully, there would not be a
window behind you, so you fall against a wall or fall down on the floor.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Estimating Travel Time
8. Think about the hospital that is closest to where you live. About how long would it take to drive from your house to
that hospital?

Answers will vary.

Reading Signs
9. When Shelley came off the elevator, she saw a sign that had an arrow pointing to the left under the number 940
and an arrow pointing to the right under the number 939. Explain what the sign means.

Sample Answer: Hospital rooms from 940 and up are to the left. Hospital rooms from 939 and down are to the right.

Seeing Letter and Idea Sequences
10. As Shelley walked down the hall towards her sister’s room, she went by Rooms 941, 943, 945, 951, and 953 before
she reached Room 955 where her sister was. If her sister had been in Room 948 or 950, what would Shelley have
had to do to find her room?

Sample Answer: Look on the other side of the hall.

Visiting a Hospital Patient
11. Mark said that he would leave to get out of the way. In what way might he have been in the way?
Sample Answer: Hospital rooms are small, so even a few people make it crowded. Also, sometimes people outside of a
family are in the way during intense family times.

Understanding Hospital Conditions
12. Megan is in Intensive Care. Broken bones usually are not that serious. Explain why she has to be in Intensive Care.
Sample Answer: Megan has to be in Intensive Care because she is a newly-injured patient in a coma and with possible
unknown injuries. At this point, she must remain in Intensive Care where she can get a very high level of help.
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A Botched Mess - Discussion Questions
Caring for Children
1. Mark told Ryan to take Miki to his place. Why was that a wise choice?
Sample Answer: By sending Miki to Ryan’s place, Mark completely removed her from the dangerous situation so she
would not be scared or hurt.

Calling 911
2. Do you think it was OK for Mark to call 911 because his dog messed up his place?
Sample Answer: Yes, it was OK since he did not know what had happened and thought a someone had broken into his
apartment.

Caring for Pets
3. Mark does not usually feed human food to Botch. Since Botch has eaten a bunch of human food, what should
Mark do?

Sample Answer: Watch closely to see if Botch starts to feel sick and needs to go to the vet.

Identifying Sources of Occupational Training
4. Mark had filled out an application to attend a trade school so he can become a certified mechanic. Where in your
area could a person go for similar training?
Answers will vary.

Watching Refrigerator and Freezer Temperatures
5. The refrigerator door had been open for a while. Also, Mark would have to clean the refrigerator. He put the

freezer things in a cooler and turned the refrigerator off. After he finished cleaning it, he turned it back on. At what
temperatures should he set the freezer and refrigerator?
Answer: He should set the refrigerator between 35 and 40 degrees Fahrenheit. He should set the freezer between 0 and 10
degrees Fahrenheit.

Collecting Tax Information and Filing Taxes
6. Mark is getting ready to file his taxes. What time of year do you think it is?
Sample Answer: It is most likely late winter or early spring—ahead of April 15th.

Using Tax Tables
7. Mark made $34,682 this year. Find current federal tax tables on the Internet. Use the table to figure out how much
tax Mark would owe.

Answers will change as the tax tables change.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Understanding Why the U.S. Government Needs Taxes
8. Name something in your community that is at least partially supported with federal taxes.
Sample Answer: U.S. Post Office, Federal Courthouse

Getting Stains Out
9. When Mark was cleaning up, he found that his barbecue apron had barbecue sauce on it. How can he get the
barbecue sauce out so it won’t cause as stain?

Sample Answer: He could put some laundry detergent on it, scrub it, and wash it out in the sink.

Sewing By Hand
10. Mark discovered that his barbecue apron was ripped. He guessed that Hotch had done it. He used a needle and
thread to fix it. Rip a hole in a scrap piece of fabric. Like Mark, use a needle and thread to fix the hole. Make the
patch job look as nice as possible.

Answers will vary.

Understanding Jokes
11. Explain how Officers Morgan and Tripp were joking with Mark.
Sample Answer: They were making jokes about Mark being afraid of his dog.

Writing Money Amounts in Numbers and Words
12. Mark’s rent is $950 per month. Get a blank check. Write Mark’s rent check to the Gladewood Apartments. Sign the
check “Mark Yung.”

Answer: Check should be completely filled in.
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Rya and Shelley on Their Own - Discussion Questions
Parenting
1. Rya and Shelley are 15 years old. Think about parents dropping their children off to do something on their own.
What is the youngest age that you think children can do things on their own in your area?

Sample Answer: I think parents can drop children off in a fairly controlled area, such as a theater, beginning about age
12. I think children should be at least age 14 to walk around downtown on their own.

Doing Your Banking
2. Rya and Shelley took their payroll checks to the bank. Name a service you can get at a bank that you could not get
if you cashed your check at a grocery store?

Sample Answer: At a bank, you can put some of the money safely in the bank to use at a later time. At a grocery store,
you would have to take all your money in cash.

Knowing When to Use Your Signature
3. Explain how a signature is different from just writing your name.
Sample Answer: A signature is your formal name written in cursive. Just writing your name could mean to print it and/or
to use a nickname.

Making a Savings Plan
4. Rya’s paycheck was for $75. She will get about that much each week all summer. If you were Rya, how much would
you plan to put into savings each week? Explain.

Sample Answer: I would put $15 in savings since $60 per week would give me plenty of money to go to lunch and to buy
some school clothes.

Identifying Interest and Principal
5. Think about a savings account. Explain what “interest” is.
Sample Answer: Interest is money that the bank pays for using your money.

Protecting Your Skin
6. Explain why it is a good idea to carry sunscreen in a backpack, purse, or car.
Sample Answer: You might often find yourself in the sun unexpectedly.

Understanding Net and Gross Pay
7. Explain the difference between net and gross pay.
Sample Answer: Net pay is the money in a paycheck. Gross pay is the money that a person earns before taxes and other
deductions.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Exploring Banking Options
8. Choose a local bank. Find out if you can open an account that does not have service fees.
Answers will vary.

Ordering from Menus
9. Describe where you would look on a menu to find appetizers. Include a typical part of the menu and a possible
heading.

Sample Answer: Appetizers are usually found at the beginning of a menu and under headings such as Appetizers,
Starters, and Hors d’oeuvres.

Using Proper Eating Manners
10. Say you are eating peas in a restaurant. You are having trouble picking them up with your fork. Using proper
manners, how could you eat your peas?

Sample Answer: One way is to use your knife to hold the peas in place so you can scoop them onto your fork.

Figuring Tips
11. Rya’s bill for lunch was $12.50. She wants to leave a 20% tip. How much should she leave?
Answer: $2.50

Recognizing Areas of Town or City by Street Categories
12. Shelley told her mother that she and Rya were on Clove Street. Her mother knew where Clove Street was because
she knew it was in the same group of streets as Pepper Avenue. List three more street names that might be in the
same group.

Sample Answer: Cinnamon Blvd., Nutmeg Street, Oregano Avenue
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Reckless Ryan and Mouthy Mark - Discussion Questions
Use a Calendar as a Reminder to Pay Bills
1. Ryan’s mother gave him a bill that had come in the mail. He said that he was going to put it on the calendar so he
would remember to pay it. What should he write on the calendar?

Sample Answer: on the date when he will need to pay the bill Pay computer bill.

Dealing with Garbage and Recycling
2. Explain why Ryan told Mark to get his soda bottle out of the trash.
Sample Answer: An empty soda bottle should be recycled, not put in the trash.

Using Prescription Medication Properly
3. Ryan had some medicine to stop a rash from itching. Explain why he would not share his medicine with Mark.
Sample Answer: Ryan’s medicine was prescription medicine, so it was given to him by a doctor for a specific purpose.
Since Ryan and Mark are not doctors, they do not know if Ryan’s medicine is safe for Mark’s rash.

Reading Medicine Labels
4. A medicine label says “Take two tablets every four to six hours, not to exceed 10 tablets in 24 hours.” Explain why
you could not take two tablets every four hours all day and all night.

Answer: There are six four-hour blocks within 24 hours. Since 6 x 2 = 12, if you took two tablets every four hours around
the clock, you would exceed the maximum number of pills allowed for 24 hours.

Conserving Electricity
5. Explain why it is a good idea to put a computer to sleep when you stop using it for a while.
Sample Answer: A computer uses less electricity when it is put to sleep. Also, the saves wear and tear on the computer.

Understanding Registrations and Licenses
6. Mark and Ryan plan to go fishing. What does fishing have to do with registrations and licenses?
Sample Answer: By law, you have to have a fishing license to go fishing.

Being Punctual
7. Explain why it would not have been OK if Ryan had been late to his own apartment.
Sample Answer: Since he was meeting Mark there, it would have been rude for Ryan to show up late and leave Mark
waiting in the hallway.

Using a Computer for Basic Needs
8. Explain how using a computer made making a poster easy.
Sample Answer: They found pictures online and printed them to put on the poster. It would have taken them much
longer to draw the pictures or to find the pictures in other places and copy them.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Choosing Internet Search Words
9. Mark and Ryan were looking for pictures showing things that people use from the ocean. List five search words/
phrases that might help them find what they are looking for.

Sample Answer: ocean products; useful things in the ocean; people use things from the ocean; using seaweed;
harvesting the ocean

Using Burners
10. Ryan made the mac and cheese on a burner. Why was it important that he stir it often?
Sample Answer: to keep it from burning

Knowing the Difference Between Over-the-Counter and Prescription Medications
11. Explain one main difference between over-the-counter and prescription medications.
Sample Answer: Prescription medications are prescribed by a doctor and are typically stronger than over-the-counter
medications.

Working with a Bus Schedule
12. Mark and Ryan plan to take a bus to fish at the pier. Explain why it will be important that arrive at the bus on time.
Sample Answer: Buses run on schedules. They will take off on time no matter how many people are riding. A bus driver
would not even know who is planning to come and would not necessarily wait for anyone to arrive.
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A Sweet Blow-Up - Discussion Questions
Having Well Check-Ups
1. How often should a typical person have a well check-up?
Answer: once a year

Caring for Self When Sick
2. Do you think Megan made a wise choice when she went back to work after lunch?
Sample Answer: No, she should not have gone back to work when it was clear she had a medical problem.

Giving Medical Histories
3. Explain why the doctor thought he would know if Megan had an allergy.
Sample Answer: Since he had been treating Megan for a year, he figured he had a full medical history on her.

Reading Medicine Labels
4. After her arm swelled the second time and after she left the doctor’s office, Megan filled the prescriptions her

doctor gave her. One of the prescription label said, “To maintain equilibrium, do not drive or ride in a vehicle while
taking this medication. What do you think “equilibrium” means? Explain.
Sample Answer: The word “equilibrium” probably means “balance” since riding or driving in a moving vehicle might
make a medicated person dizzy.

Using Prescription Medication Properly
5. The doctor gave Megan five pain pills. He told her to take up to one every four hours if her arm was hurting. Why
do you think he only gave her five pills?

Sample Answer: He probably wanted her to call the office if her arm continued to hurt after the pills were gone.

Protecting Your Skin
6. The top of Megan’s arm is bothered by anything that touches it, including moving air and clothes. What could she
try to make it feel better?

Sample Answer: She could sit with her bare arm inside a long, thin cardboard box.

Knowing the Days of the Week in Order
7. Megan had to know the days of the week in order so that she could report to her first day of work on the correct
day. Write the days of the week in order for her.

Answer: Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday

Making Change
8. When Megan sold a single, small ice cream cone, the total cost was $1.35. How much change should she have
given back to a person who gave her a one dollar bill and two quarters?
Answer: 15¢
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Discussion Questions, continued
Knowing the Names of Fruits and Vegetables
9. A slice of which fruit is often put in a glass of water?
Sample Answer: lemon or lime

Knowing Kinds of Dairy Foods
10. Ice cream is a dairy food. Name another dairy food that is not as sweet.
Sample Answer: cheese

Washing Hands Before Eating
11. Megan had spent her morning working with food. Her hands must have been clean. Do you think it was really
necessary for her to wash her hands before she ate lunch? Explain.

Sample Answer: Yes, it is always necessary to wash one’s hands before eating. No matter what you are doing, you can
get germs on your hands.

Calling 911
12. Kem said to Megan, “You call someone to come and get you, or I’m calling 911.” Do you think Kem had a right to
give Megan those choices? Explain.

Sample Answer: Yes, Kem did have the right. Since Kem was the boss, it was her responsibility to watch out for the
welfare of her employees.
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Switching a Switch - Discussion Questions
Watching Refrigerator and Freezer Temperatures
1. Explain what will happen if refrigerator and freezer temperatures warm up to room temperature.
Sample Answer: The food in the refrigerator will begin to spoil. The food in the freezer will thaw and then will begin to
spoil.

Being a Responsible Driver/Car Owner
2. Explain why it is irresponsible for car drivers to speed.
Sample Answer: Speeding can endanger both the driver who is speeding and other drivers and passengers who are
nearby. It is irresponsible to choose to endanger yourself and others.

Applying for Registrations and Licenses
3. Many areas require people to register before having a garage sale. Find out if your area requires garage sale
permits. If so, find out where you would go to get one.
Answers will vary.

Dealing with Speeding Tickets
4. Mrs. Moot says that speeding tickets are expensive. Find out how much a typical speeding ticket costs in your area
for each of these miles per hour over the speed limit: 10 mph, 20 mph, 30 mph.
Answers will vary.

Knowing Your Legal Rights
5. Would it have been within Mrs. Moot’s legal rights to refuse to show her driver’s license to the officer?
Sample Answer: No, she could have been arrested if she had refused to show her license.

Providing Identification
6. When Megan and Shelley were registering for the garage sale, the clerk asked Megan for two IDs. What are two IDs
that you think a 16-year-old would likely have?
Sample Answer: driver’s license and school ID.

Handling Unexpected or Difficult Situations
7. Think about when Mrs. Moot found out about the refrigerator problem. Explain one thing that Mrs. Moot did not
handle well and one thing she did handle well.

Sample Answer: Mrs. Moot did not handle learning that Shelley had turned the refrigerator off very well since she yelled
at Shelley. When Shelley started crying, Mrs. Moot did handle the situation well by hugging Shelley.

Caring for Children
8. As a parent, explain why it was important for Mrs. Moot to say that she knew Shelley did not mean to let the food
spoil?

Sample Answer: It is important that parents show that they love their children even when the children make mistakes.

Switching a Switch

53

Volume 1 • Story 27

Discussion Questions, continued
Being Sensitive to Others
9. How can you tell that Mrs. Moot is a sensitive person?
Sample Answer: She reacted in a warm, sensitive way when her daughter started crying.

Making a Grocery List
10. The Moots had to replace everything that they typically kept in their refrigerator. List five items that a family
might keep in their refrigerator on a regular basis.

Sample Answer: catsup, mustard, milk, eggs, salad dressing

Reading the Speedometer and Gas Gauge
11. Explain the difference between a speedometer and a gas gauge.
Sample Answer: A speedometer shows how fast a vehicle is going. A gas gauge shows how much gas is left in the car.
The two measurement tools are alike only in that they are both standard parts of a vehicle.

Talking to Authority Figures
12. After the Moots got home from the grocery store, Shelley said she thought it was wrong that her mom had done
so much sucking up to the officer. Do you agree with Shelley? Explain.

Sample Answer: No, I don’t think Shelley was right that the “sucking up” was wrong, because it could be called being
tactful or polite and Mrs. Moot would probably have gotten a ticket instead of a warning had she not been so tactful or
polite.

Getting a Birth Certificate
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You Can Call Me Perry - Discussion Questions
Getting a Birth Certificate
1. The easiest way to get a birth certificate is to contact the courthouse where you were born. Write the address of the
courthouse where you were born. If needed, use the Internet.
Answers will vary.

Knowing Your Legal Rights
2. Why do you think you legally have to sign something to get a copy of your birth certificate?
Sample Answer: By requiring a signature, the person getting the birth certificate is legally confirming his or her identity.

Preparing to Get Married
3. Find out the legal requirements for getting married in your state. Include minimum age, papers/forms needed,
timeline related to the marriage license, and any required medical tests.
Answers will vary.

Providing Identification
4. Say you needed two forms of ID. What would you use?
Sample Answer: driver’s license and school ID OR social security card and Boy Scout membership card

Understanding Registrations and Licenses
5. Say you live in a state where you have to wait to get married at least three days after you get a marriage license.
What would happen if you didn’t get the license in time, so you waited only one day?
Sample Answer: You would not be legally married.

Knowing When to Use Your Signature
6. Describe one situation where you should use your signature and one where you could write your name however
you would like.

Sample Answer: I would use my signature when signing out at school. I would write my name however I would like at the
top of a paper I am turning in.

Counting Money
7. Perry and Kem received the following bills: Sixteen $10.00 bills and twelve $5.00 bills. How much money was that
altogether?

Answer: $220

Counting Using the Skip Method
8. If you had a large stack of $10 bills, it would make sense to count them by tens so each pile equals $100. If you were
then going to count the number of $10 bills you had, you could easily count them by tens. Write the numbers you
would say to count by tens if you had seven piles of $10 bills.
Answer: 10-20-30-40-50-60-70

You Can Call Me Perry

55

Volume 1 • Story 28

Discussion Questions, continued
Introducing Others
9. In the reception line, Kem and Perry met some of each other’s friends and relatives for the first time. Imagine you
are either Kem or Perry and write the words you would use to introduce your high school friend, Chris Womer.

Sample Answer: Perry, this is Chris Womer, a friend from high school. (Although it is typical to add “Chris, this is my new
wife, Kem,” it is not necessary here since everyone in attendance at the wedding would know Kem’s name by this point in
the day.

Knowing Family Relationships
10. Kem’s grandmother has met Perry before. She came through the line with a woman and told Perry the woman
was her son’s wife. What relation is the woman to Kem?

Answer: aunt

Accepting Compliments
11. At the wedding, Perry told Kem that she looked absolutely beautiful. How could Kem reply to that comment?
Sample Answer: Thank you very much, Handsome Man!

Avoiding Unplanned Preganancies
12. Perry and Kem do not want to have children yet. How would you suggest they make sure Kem does not become
pregnant before they are ready?

Sample Answer: I would suggest that Kem and Perry talk to their doctor about the best birth control method for them.
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Super Jury Woman - Discussion Questions
Making Sure You Wake Up On Time
1. Explain why Beth set two alarm clocks the night before jury duty.
Sample Answer: Beth did not want to risk oversleeping. She probably figured the noise of the two alarms would wake her
up for sure.

Serving On a Jury
2. Beth was home from jury duty by 4:00 p.m. Explain why you can’t assume your jury duty would be completed in
one day.

Sample Answer: Some trials last days or weeks.

Spelling Names Correctly
3. Other than Yak, the witnesses all had common names. Some of them are spelled wrong in the list below. Rewrite
the names and spell them all correctly. NAMES: Hank, Molly, Aeb, Allen, Dayle, Peet, Jewdy, Yak
Answer: Hank, Molly, Abe, Allen, Dale, Pete, Judy, Yak

Calling 911
4. Ryan’s dad hung up before he even dialed 911. People who call 911 and hang up are often fined. Do you think
Ryan’s dad will be fined? Explain.

Sample Answer: No, Ryan’s dad will not be fined since he did not even dial, so the 911 operators do not even know he was
thinking of calling. But, had he dialed and then said that his wife had just got the stuck hotdog out of their son’s throat,
he would not have been fined. The fines are given to people who are playing practical jokes and tying up the 911 lines
needelessly.

Keeping Up With the News
5. Besides watching the news on TV, how else can you keep up with the news?
Answer: Visit Internet news sites, read newspapers, read news magazines, or listen to the radio.

Knowing Basis for Voting Decisions
6. Describe how you could make sure you understand what decisions you want to make in an election.
Sample Answer: I could find a description of the voting issues/candidates online. Then, I could read both sides and make
up make up my mind.

Using Manners in Meetings
7. Who did not use manners in the juror meeting?
Sample Answer: The juror who called Beth an idiot did not use good manners.

Ordering at a Restaurant When Someone Else Is Paying
8. Since the government was paying for the juror luncheon, one of the jurors decided to order two steak dinners for
lunch. Do you think that was a good choice? Explain.

Sample Answer: No, it was not a good choice. Ordering two steak dinners was a greedy, unprofessional choice.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Taking Notes
9. Fill in this chart to show the notes that Beth might have taken. (Sample chart next page.)
Witness Names
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Discussion Questions, continued
Taking Notes (continued)
9. Fill in this chart to show the notes that Beth might have taken.
Sample Answer:

Witness Names

How They Knew Yak

What They Said

What I Saw

Hank

Saw him at Ben’s every week

Was often in fights. Was at
Ben’s the night in question.

Yak made faces when Hank
said incriminating things

Molly

Lives next door to Yak

Often heard loud noises at
Yak’s. Called the police a few
times.

N/A

Abe

Officer who arrested Yak four
times.

Was arrested each time for
drinking and fighting

N/A

Allen

Did not know Yak

Yak beat him up.

Yak made a fist and glared.

Dale

Yak’s brother

Yak visited his mother every
week.

Pete

Works with Yak

Yak did a good job at work.

N/A

Judy

Dates Yak

Is glad to be dating Yak

Watched Yak while she talked
and looked scared

Yak

N/A

He never started a fight; Was
Made no eye contact with
not at Ben’s on the night in
jurors. Looked at his hands
question; Everyone else is lying while he talked.

Dividing Into Equal Sections
10. Work with a partner. Find a section of a white board that is about a yard wide. Use a marker to divide the white
board section into three equal sections.

Answer: Working in pairs, students should divide an approximately three-foot wide section of white board into three
approximately 12 inch sections.

Discussing Current Events
11. Explain why it makes sense for a family to discuss current events.
Sample Answer: When a family has small children, it makes sense to discuss current events so the young family
members know what is going on in the world. When a family is made up of parents and grown children, it makes sense
to discuss current events as an interesting topic of conversation.

Naming Elected Officials
12. Identify the following elected officials:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senator to the state congress
Representative to the state congress
Governor of your state
Senator to Congress
Representative to Congress
Vice-President of the U.S.
President of the U.S.

Answers will vary based on location and year.
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It’s All About Jane - Discussion Questions
Avoiding Unplanned Pregnancies (skill)
1. Kem and Perry have been married for three years. Explain three ways they could have made sure they did not have
a baby before they were ready.

Sample Answer: Kem could have taken the pill. Perry could have used condoms. Kem could have used a birth control
patch.

Making Choices When Pregnant
2. Kem lost a lot of money when she quit working full time. Do you think she should have kept working instead of
listening to the doctor? Explain.

Sample Answer: No, she should not have kept working. The doctor would not have told her that working all day was a
problem unless staying on her feet could cause a medical issue. For both her own health and the baby’s health, she was
wise to follow the doctor’s orders.

Understanding the Pregnancy Process and Related Issues
3. Why did Kem go to the doctor every month while she was pregnant?
Sample Answer: Regular doctor visits let a pregnant woman know if a problem arises, so it is a helpful both for the
mother’s health and the baby’s health.

Caring for Children
4. In the story, Kem and Perry quit doing some things they used to do because taking care of Jane took so much time.
List five things that they had to do for Jane that took time.

Sample Answer: Give her a bath. Feed her. Dress her. Do her laundry. Take her to the doctor.

Talking to Children
5. Perry and Kem decided not to use baby talk with Jane. Give an example of baby talk.
Sample Answer: Does Janey wike her crackerpoo?

Arranging Baby-Sitters
6. When Kem called to get a babysitter, she called someone she already knew. Often new parents get names of

babysitters from friends. In this case, a new parent might not know the person he or she is calling. If you do not
know the person you are asking to baby-sit, what would you say on the phone? Use your own name as the parent.
Make up the other details.
Sample Answer: This is Liz Smith. I am looking for a babysitter, and I got your name from Joan Meyer. Are you available
to baby-sit on Saturday night for a one-year-old girl?

Understanding Heredity
7. Jane has red hair. Does that mean that Perry and Kem must also have red hair? Explain.
Sample Answer: No, but it does mean that some ancestor of either Perry or Kem has red hair.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Choosing Comfortable Clothes
8. Describe an outfit that you think would be comfortable for a new baby.
Sample Answer: a soft, stretchy one-piece snuggly

Choosing Clothes that Look Good Together
9. Jane has a pair of purple and pink striped pants. Describe a shirt that would look good with them and one that
would not look good with them.

Sample Answer: Would look good—a solid pink shirt with a purple ruffle; Would not look good—a green and yellow
flowered shirt

Deciding if a Temperature is Too High
10. Say you take a baby out from under a thick blanket. The baby feels very warm. Why do you need to take the
baby’s temperature before deciding it is too high?

Sample Answer: The baby’s skin could be warm from the blanket, but that does not mean the baby’s internal
temperature is higher than it should be.

Taking a Child for Proper Medical Care
11. Adults often get sick and throw up for a couple of days without going to a doctor. What about a baby’s size makes
it important to take a baby to a doctor if the baby gets sick and is throwing up for a couple of days?

Sample Answer: Babies are so small that not keeping their food down can cause them to lose too high of percentage of
their body weight.

Describing Symptoms to a Doctor
12. What should Kem and Perry have told the doctor when they took Jane in?
Sample Answer: She has a temperature of 102°, and she work up crying. Being Punctual
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Where’s My Coat? - Discussion Questions
Being Punctual
1. Explain what Shelley meant when she said that Delvin had learned a good lesson?
Sample Answer: She meant that getting fired for always coming to work late taught him that he had to come to be a
responsible employee, and now he was responsible.

Having Good Attendance
2. Delvin hasn’t missed a day of work at the hospital. He wants to keep it that way. But, say he gets sick and misses
three days. Would he no longer be considered to be an employee with good attendance? Explain.

Sample Answer: Yes, he would still be considered to be an employee with good attendance because being sick now
and then is normal. As long as a person averages no more than one or two absences per month, he or she has good
attendance.

Paying Attention to Written Notes and Signs
3. Delvin saw the note on his desk and read it right away. Explain why it is important for workers to pay attention to
notes at their work stations.

Sample Answer: Notes at work stations can be for many purposes, but they almost always require quick attention and/or
provide important information.

Talking to a Supervisor about Personal Problems
4. Why do you think Delvin did not talk to Pete about the coat problem?
Sample Answer: Delvin probably did not think that the coat problem was a big enough issue to bother his boss about.

Talking to Authority Figures
5. Delvin saw the note from Pete and went straight to Pete’s office. The first thing Delvin said was “Good Morning!”
Explain why that was a good way to begin a conversation with his boss.

Sample Answer: It is in a worker’s best interests to be pleasant to everyone at work, and especially to his or her boss.
Saying “Good Morning!” is an example of being pleasant.

Using Mannes in Meetings
6. When Delvin met Shelley, he was very polite. Instead of saying, “Nice to meet you,” he could have, for example, said,
“You don’t look old enough to do this work.” Explain how good manners help in business situations.

Sample Answer: Whether in personal or business situations, people react better to good manners because people simply
like to be treated nicely. When workers have possible feelings, they tend to do better work and cooperate better with
others.

Understanding Logical Sequences
7. Delvin puts the invoices in order by dates. What do you think he should do if he has five invoices on the same date?
Sample Answer: He should put the five invoices in alphabetical order within their date order.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Identifying Months by Numbers
8. Write these dates using the names of the months instead of the numbers: 3/8/2010, 6/5/1945, 10/26/2025,
12/6/2000

Answer: March 8, 2010, June 5, 1945, October 26, 2005, December 6, 2000

Knowing Months in Order and Number of Days in Month
9. Write these twelve months in date order: March, June, September, January, December, October, July, April,
February, May, November, August.

Answer: January, February, March, April, May, June, July, August, September, October, November, December

Handling Personal Issues at Work
10. Explain why Delvin was right to look into the coat situation instead of just letting it go and getting a new coat.
Sample Answer: Delvin had every reason to believe the coat problem was an internal office issue and not a theft or
actual loss. So, it made sense to work his way through to a solution.

Understanding A.M. and P.M.
11. What did Shelley mean when she said she could only be at Mace in the A.M.?
Sample Answer: She meant that she could only work until noon.

Listening Actively
12. How did Delvin’s listening skills help the three guys figure out the coat problem?
Sample Answer: Delvin heard Yan and Cody talking and identified the specifics with his experiences.
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I Think I Smell Spaghetti! - Discussion Questions
Making Accurate Reservations
1. Choose an event that you would enjoy doing and that requires reservations. Working with a partner, practice
making a reservation.

Answers will vary, but must include all key points, such as name, date, time, and nature of reservation.

Following Through
2. Why do you think Cora was not following through with things she had agreed to do?
Sample Answer: She was probably wrapped up in her own world and wasn’t thinking about others or about being
responsible.

Recording an Answering Machine Message
3. Write a message that would work for an answering machine at your home. If you have a method of recording, work
with a partner and record your messages.
Answers will vary.

Addressing an Envelope
4. Fold a piece of paper in thirds like a letter. Each part will be about the size of a business envelope. Use the parts

to practice writing three envelope addresses. Use addresses of friends or relatives. Use your own address for the
return address. Draw the stamps.
Answers will vary, but all should include a single page with three addressed “envelopes.”

Using Effective Phone Skills
5. People often make business calls in their personal lives, such as the ones Cora made to the park office and Crumbs.
How should a caller typically end these types of calls?

Sample Answer: It is best to end these types of calls by saying “thank you.”

Asking for Verbal Clarification
6. Explain why it was a good idea for Cora to ask the person at the park office to spell the street name.
Sample Answer: Since she was not familiar with the spelling of the street name, she should ask since using an incorrectlyspelled street name, such as “Coral” for “Korl,” could cause the envelope to get lost in the mail.

Knowing Your Area Code and Phone Number
7. Write your area code and phone number.
Answers will vary.

Recognizing Letter and Legal Sizes
8. How do you know that the pool pass form was longer than 11 inches?
Sample Answer: To require a legal size envelope in order not to have to be folded, the longest side of the paper had to
measure over 11 inches and under 14 inches.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Folding Laundry
9. Work with a partner. Draw a t-shirt or 3-buttopn shirt as large as you can on a sheet of paper. Cut the shirt out. Fold

it by folding the sleeves and sides in towards the back and then folding the whole shirt in half. In the end, the front
neckline should show in the front of the fold.
Sample Answer:

Using an Iron
10. Cora ironed two blouses. Why don’t you think she ironed the t-shirts?
Sample Answer: Even though some people do choose to iron t-shirts, if you fold them when they are still warm, they will
not be wrinkled and, therefore, will not need to be ironed.

Making a Bed
11. Explain how each of these pieces are used when making a bed: fitted sheet, top sheet, pillowcase(s), bedspread.
Sample Answer: The fitted sheet goes over the corners of the mattress. The top sheet tucks into the bottom and lies flat
over the fitted sheet. The pillowcases go over the pillows. And, the bedspread goes over everything or over the sheets
and under the pillows.

Recognizing Famous People
12. Choose a famous person. Describe the person to a partner and see if the partner can guess who you are
describing.

Answers will vary.
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A-1 People - Discussion Questions
Providing Quality Work
1. Do you think that Mark and Megan provide quality work at their jobs? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, even though they goof around some, they both appear committed to their work.

Leaving a Job
2. Why is it important to five an employer some advance notice before you leave a job?
Sample Answer: The employer needs some time to find a replacement.

Adjusting Behavior for Different Situations
3. Leo did not seem upset when he found Mark and Megan goofing around. Assuming he had found them goofing
around before and was OK with it, why do you think they stopped when he showed up?

Sample Answer: Perhaps they were showing respect or perhaps they knew goofing around was OK as long as they did
not prolong it and they figured they had gone on long enough already.

Maintaining Quality Work for Eight Hours
4. A little goofing off at work is OK. How much time out of each hour at work do you think it is OK to goof off?
Sample Answer: It is OK to goof off an average of two or three minutes per hour.

Knowing and Following Safety Rules at Work
5. Explain why earplugs are important in a print shop.
Sample Answer: Some of the equipment is very loud, and loud noises can harm people’s hearing

Handling Personal Issues at Work
6. Do you think Megan handled her personal phone call correctly? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, she did handle her phone call well since she was busy and she told Shelley she did not have time to
talk.

Telling Time
7. The job ticket has a small line for recording the time it takes for each step of each job. What time should Megan
write if the clock shows the long hand on three and the short hand on four?
Answer: 4:15

Adapting to Workplace Conditions
8. The print shop has hard, concrete floors. What can the workers do to adapt to this workplace condition?
Sample Answer: Wear shoes with cushioned soles, such as tennis shoes.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using Rulers, Yard Sticks, and Meter Sticks
9. Choose five different-sized pieces of junk mail and measure the size of each.
Answers will vary.

Understanding Quantity Relationships
10. Megan had 150 flyers for zip code 73483 and twice that many for zip code 73485. How many flyers did she have
for zip code 73485?

Answer: 300 flyers

Judging Mailing Time
11. Why is it important to know the day of the week when judging mailing time?
Sample Answer: The mail is not delivered seven days per week. A day with no mail will affect the mailing time.

Putting Things in Order
12. Ted has a shelf where he keeps all of his ink. He has a section for ink he is using and for new ink. The list below
shows his new ink colors. Write the ink colors below in a logical order that Ted might keep them on the shelf.

Ink Colors: ruby red, lemon yellow, mud brown, fawn brown, sunrise gold, cherry red, pale yellow, sky blue, grass
green, avocado green, royal purple, lavender, royal blue, yellow green, and poppy pink
Sample Answer: (colors grouped together sort of in rainbow order) ruby red, cherry red, poppy pink, sunrise gold, pale
yellow lemon yellow, yellow green, grass green, avocado green, sky blue, royal blue, royal purple, lavender, fawn brown,
mud brown
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The Music of Life - Discussion Questions
Respecting Nature
1. Do you think it really matters to the plants and animals if people go off the paths?
Sample Answer: It definitely matters. It could mean the difference between life and death for small plants and animals.
For larger plants and animals, human encroachment won’t kill them, but will likely upset their balance.

Keeping Commitments
2. Even if Mark had not shown up, Cora would have played her pieces and done fine. So, in what way would it have
really mattered if Mark did not come?

Sample Answer: Cora was expecting him to come, and she would have probably felt bad if he had not shown up. Also,
it is possible that she would have watched for him and not played as well if he weren’t there simply because she felt let
down.

Being Persistent with Important Issues
3. Do you think Mark was a bad friend for refusing to change his plans and ride a little longer with Ryan? Explain.
Sample Answer: No, I do not think Mark was a bad friend. He was right to be persistent about going to his sister’s recital.

Using Manners in Conversation
4. Mark could have told Nate that he was an idiot if he thought he was going to get Cora’s private information. He
could have also told him to just get lost. Why do you think Mark didn’t say such things to Nate?

Sample Answer: Mark didn’t say such things to Nate because it would have been poor manners, and because he didn’t
know anything about Nate.

Keeping Private Information Private
5. If Mark had known Nate and knew he was a good friend of Cora’s, would it have been OK for Mark to give Nate the
information he wanted? Explain.

Sample Answer: It would probably have been OK to give her birth date, but Mark should not share Cora’s locker code.

Spelling the Days of the Week Correctly
6. Work with a partner to create the chart that Ryan and Mark made. Fill in the biking times by finding times when
you and your partner would both be free.

Answer: Chart should follow the description in the last paragraph of the story: month at the top, seven columns with
days of the week as headings, five rows to create a calendar-like grid, two times scheduled each week for biking

Using Good Posture
7. The story says that Mark and Ryan rode correctly so they could ride for hours. Why wouldn’t they be able to ride for
hours if they rode with poor posture?

Sample Answer: Their bodies would get sore and/or tired more quickly if they used poor posture.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using a Padlock
8. Explain how you would use a padlock and a chain to lock a bike.
Sample Answer: You would run the chain through a wheel of the bike, around a bike rack pole, and around part of the
bike frame. Then, you would put the padlock shackle (loop) thorough a link on each end of the chain and close the
padlock.

Reading Roman Numerals
9. The building where the recital was held had a date at the top. The date was the year that the building was built. The
year was written in Roman numerals. Write the year in cardinal numbers.

Answer: MDCCCLXIV = 1000 + 500 + 100 +100 +100 +50 + 10 + (5 – 1) = 1864

Using a Program to Understand an Event
10. Once Cora was finished playing, was the recital about one-fourth over, about half over, or about three-fourths
over? Explain.

Sample Answer: Since each of the four sections included 10 students and since Cora was the second-to-last person in
her section, the recital was about half over after she finished. Two sections were about finished and two sections had yet
to play.

Understanding Years and Decades
11. The song Cora played was popular in 1967. How long ago was that?
Answers will vary based on current year.

Giving People Enough Physical Space
12. How do you know that Nate was not too close to Mark for common comfort?
Sample Answer: Mark first knew Nate was there because he felt Nate’s warmth on the side of his face. Whenever you can
feel a person’s presence by his or her heat, the person is too close. Also, Nate’s face was only two inches from Mark’s face.
That is too close for comfort.

The Music of Life

69

Volume
Volume1 1••Story
Story35
X

A Birthday Drive - Discussion Questions
Keeping a Car Clean and Tuned
1. One of the first things Rya did after getting her license was to wash her car. How often do you think you should
wash a car?

Sample Answer: At least once or twice a month unless the car gets extra dirty for some reason.

Turning Car Off at Gas Pump or Inside Garage
2. When Rya got gas, she turned her car off. Why is that important?
Sample Answer: A running car could fire a spark that could cause the gasoline to ignite into a fire.

Understanding Alcohol/Drugs and Driving
3. Many teenagers choose to drink and drive. Do you think parents should just accept it and quit trying to stop them?
Explain.

Sample Answer: Ignoring a problem doesn’t make it go away. And, drinking and driving is a deadly problem. So, no,
parents should not quit trying to stop them.

Knowing and Following Driving Rules
4. Rya found the parking spot near the main street. She did not see it right away, so she drove past the parking spot
and had to back up. Do you think she broke a driving law when she backed up?

Sample Answer: No, I do not think she broke a law by backing up. It is common practice to back up a little to fit into a
parking spot.

Using a Seatbelt
5. Rya would not drive until Shelley put her seatbelt on. List two good reasons for using seatbelts.
Sample Answer: 1—Seatbelts make you safer. 2—Seatbelts are required by law.

Using Your Teeth Properly
6. Shelley tried to fasten her seatbelt using her teeth. Why did Rya tell her to at least keep her teeth away from the
metal?

Sample Answer: The cloth of the seatbelt probably won’t hurt Shelley’s teeth, but the metal might.

Understanding U.S. Road Systems
7. Rya stayed on the access road after she left 563. What is a “access road”?
Sample Answer: An access road that runs alongside a highway or street that can only be entered and left using exit
ramps. From an access road, a driver can make turns that cannot be made from.

Naming Major Local Intersections
8. Name three major local intersections in your area.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Dealing with Speeding Tickets
9. Rya was lucky not to get a speeding ticket. Drivers are not usually so lucky. If you got a speeding ticket, how would
you figure out how to handle it?

Sample Answer: Either read on the back of the ticket, look online at the local courthouse site, and/or ask others you know
who have had tickets.

Feeding Parking Meters
10. When she parked, Rya fed the parking meter. What does it mean to “feed” a parking meter?
Sample Answer: To “feed” a parking meter means to put money in it.

Figuring Ages
11. Explain how Rya figured out that Stacy’s mom might be 39 years old.
Sample Answer: Rya is 16, and Stacy is her friend. So, Stacy is probably also 16. Rya figured that Stacy’s mom went to
college and probably graduated when she was 22. Assuming that Stacy was not born until after her mom graduated
from college, Rya figured that Stacy’s mom could have had Stacy at age 23. Then, Rya added 23 + 16 to get 39.

Identifying Actions that Are Criminal
12. What is the difference between getting a speeding ticket and being a criminal?
Sample Answer: People who get speeding tickets have violated transportation laws and criminals have violated
criminal laws.
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Shirt Wars - Discussion Questions
Respecting Others’ Property
1. Len messed up Yan’s shirt, and Yan messed up Len’s shirt. Did either of them show respect for the other’s property?
Explain.

Sample Answer: Len showed some respect when he worked to get the catsup out and when he sewed the seam that was
coming out. Yan showed respect by using a water marker that would wash out.

Taking Care of Things You Borrow
2. Len did not mean to get catsup on Yan’s shirt. Since Len’s room is very messy, how could he borrow his brother’s
shirt and know it would stay in good shape?

Sample Answer: He could hang it on a hanger or fold it and put it on a shelf. And, when he is done with it, he could return
it right away.

Getting Stains Out
3. Len looked on the Internet to find a way to get the catsup out. He chose one way that he found. Look on the
Internet and describe another way to get catsup out.
Answers will vary.

Doing Laundry
4. Len sorted his laundry into lights and darks. Explain why it is a good idea to sort laundry into light and dark loads.
Sample Answer: The colors can bleed a little sometimes, and dark colors can cause discoloration in light-colored clothes.

Keeping Clothes from Shrinking
5. Say Len has some cotton t-shirts that he does not want to shrink. He wants to put them in the dryer to get the
wrinkles out. How can he dry them without shrinking them?
Sample Answer: Set the dryer to a cool temperature.

Paying Attention to Written Notes and Signs
6. Len put his note on Yan’s bed. Say you saw a note on your bed. Explain why you would or would not read it.
Sample Answer: I would read it since I would know that someone has clearly left a message that is specifically for me.

Sorting Into Categories
7. Len sorted his clothes into two piles. Think about your clothes. If you had enough dirty clothes for four loads,
describe the four piles you would make.

Sample Answer: I would have these four piles: whites, including underwear, socks, and t-shirts; light colors; medium
colors; blue jeans, reds, blacks, and navies.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Reading Clothing Labels
8. Len checked some tags to make sure some items could be washed. One of the items said “Dry Clean Only.” What
would happen if he washed that item instead of dry cleaning it?

Sample Answer: It depends on why the manufacturer suggested dry cleaning. It could shrink, lose it’s color, have damage
to decorative parts, or the fabric could take on a different appearance or feel.

Setting the Alarm on a Clock
9. Len set an alarm so that he would remember to check the laundry. Explain what you would use to set an alarm at
your house, and describe the steps you would go through to set the alarm.
Answers will vary.

Using Bleach Safely
10. Explain the difference between color-fast bleach and regular bleach.
Sample Answer: Color-fast bleach can be used with different colors of clothing without hurting the colors. Regular
bleach will most likely strip cloth of all color, leaving it completely white—or at least completely white in some places.

Choosing to Have Fresh Breath
11. Use these three “starters” to give three reasons why it is important to brush your teeth: My mouth will look…, My
teeth will be…, My breath….

Sample Answer: My teeth will look nice. My teeth will be healthy. My breath will smell pleasant.

Differentiating Between Water and Permanent Markers
12. Why do you think Yan chose to use water markers to write on Len’s shirt?
Sample Answer: He used water markers so that the writing would wash out. He wanted to play a trick on Len, but he
didn’t want to ruin his shirt.
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Stacy Knows Everything! - Discussion Questions
Preventing Athlete’s Foot
1. As a rule, the swimmers all kept their flipflops at the side of the pool. If they were not in the water, they wore their
shoes. Why do you think they wore their flipflops all the time?

Sample Answer: They wore their flip flops to help make sure they did not get athlete’s foot.

Deciding When to Open Eyes in Water
2. Rya closed her eyes in the pool for a day because her eyes were bothering her. What is one reason why her eyes
might have bothered her yesterday, but not today?

Sample Answer: She could have had a cold in her eyes yesterday.

Keeping Yourself Clean
3. The swimmers often practice twice a day. That means that they often take four showers a day. Explain why they
take a shower before and after swimming.

Sample Answer: They take showers before swimming to keep the pool clean. They take showers after swimming to wash
the chlorine off their bodies.

Caring for Hair and Teeth
4. Besides keeping hair out of their eyes, what other benefit do the girls get from wearing swim caps?
Sample Answer: Chlorine can be hard on hair. Swimmers’ hair gets wet in swim caps, but the caps still give hair some
protection from chlorine.

Using Your Teeth Properly
5. Rya think it is fine to use her teeth to open her shampoo and her soup. She points out that her teeth look fine.
Shelley thinks Rya should not use her teeth that way. Who do you think is right? Explain

Sample Answer: Shelley is right. Even though Rya has been lucky so far, if she keeps using her teeth to open things, she is
likely to chip or break a tooth.

Being Honest
6. Do you think Stacy was being dishonest when she said she knew about the cake because she is “all-knowing”?
Explain.

Sample Answer: No, she wasn’t being dishonest. She was just teasing.

Planning a Surprise
7. Only Shelley, Rya, and Stacy knew about the birthday surprise for Coach Marks. Explain why it is usually best to tell
only a small number of people about a surprise.

Sample Answer: The more people who know, the greater the chance that the surprise will be spoiled.

Feeling Differences in Temperatures
8. Feel the different appliances and electrical items in your home. Which ones feel warm even if not being used?
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Guessing People’s Ages
9. Explain how you can make a guess about an adult’s age by knowing the age of his or her oldest child.
Sample Answer: As a rule, you know a person would be at least 20 years old to have a child. So, you can add 20 to the
child’s age and have a general idea of the adult’s minimum age.

Using Vending Machines
10. Name something that is fairly healthy to eat and can be bought from a vending machine.
Sample Answers: apple, cheese, roast beef sandwich

Using a Microwave
11. Choose a microwave with which you are familiar. Explain the steps you would take to warm up a piece of pizza.
Sample Answer: Put the pizza in a microwave dish with a loose lid. Push the numbers 1, 3, and 0 and hit Start.

Choosing Not to Pollute
12. Explain why it would have been a problem if Rya had thrown her soup container out the car window.
Sample Answer: Besides that it could hit another car, it would eventually land on the ground. Throwing garbage on the
ground is unsightly and, in large quantities, creates a health hazard.
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Nature Rules - Discussion Questions
Managing Your Mail
1. Things that come in the mail can be sorted into these three categories: Need to keep long term, Need to keep for a
while, and Can throw away right now. List three things that you could throw away right now.

Sample Answer: credit card solicitation, ad for a product in which you have no interest, political ad

Keeping a Yard in Good Shape
2. Think about keeping a yard in good shape. What is one thing you have to do besides mowing the lawn?
Sample Answer: Trim along the house

Respecting Nature
3. Kem enjoyed watching the ground squirrel but squished the ants she saw on the carpet. Do you think Kem
respects nature? Explain.

Sample Answer: Yes, I think her enjoyment of watching the squirrel shows that Kem respects nature. Even people who
respect nature are likely to squish ants they find in their houses.

Using Manners in Conversations
4. Joan said, “What is that bad smell? Don’t you ever clean?” Explain why her comment shows poor manners.
Sample Answer: It is OK to ask about a bad smell since Kem and Perry would want to stop any bad smell in their home.
But, to suggest that the smell is because Kem and Perry do not keep their house clean is rude.

Dealing with Ants, Etc. in a Home
5. Explain two reasons why leftover pizza needs to be kept in the refrigerator. In your answer, include the words “ants”
and “spoil.”

Sample Answer: One reason to keep leftover pizza in the refrigerator is because a refrigerator is too cold for ants. A
second reason to keep leftover pizza in the refrigerator is so the pizza won’t spoil so quickly.

Keeping a Home Tidy
6. When Kem was moving her furniture, she vacuumed as she went. Why do you think she didn’t wait and vacuum
when she was finished so she wouldn’t have had to vacuum the areas under the furniture?

Sample Answer: She didn’t want to leave a mess underneath the furniture. Even though those areas would not show, she
would know the room wasn’t completely clean.

Using TO DO Lists
7. Explain why it makes sense to take the time to make a To Do list when you have a lot of things to get done.
Sample Answer: A To Do list can help you remember everything you want to do and checking off tasks as you complete
them can be rewarding.

Planning Yard and Garden Work
8. Explain why a person should mow the whole yard before edging.
Sample Answer: Until the mowing if finished, you won’t know where you really need to edge.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using a Lawn Mower
9. Explain why it helps to mow in a set pattern that leaves no unmowed grass between passes.
Sample Answer: Using a set ordered pattern helps to ensure you do not leave any grass unmowed.

Dealing with Unusual or Dangerous Odors
10. Kem found the source of the bad smell by following the ants. How could you find something that smells bad if
there are no ants?

Sample Answer: Figure out the area where the smell is strongest. Then, look under and behind everything in that area.

Using Appropriate Cleaning Solutions
11. Some cleaners are designed just for cleaning carpets. Explain why it could be a problem to clean a spot on a
carpet with a cleaner that was not designed for carpet.

Sample Answer: You could end up with a spot that is a different color and makes the carpet look bad.

Using a Vacuum Cleaner
12. Explain why you should move an extension cord instead of vacuuming over the top of it.
Sample Answer: The vacuum cleaner could suck the cord inside the vacuum cleaner and ruin the vacuum cleaner, the
cord, or both.
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A Little Chicken Night - Discussion Questions
Freezing Foods Properly and Safely
1. Explain what Shelley should have put the chicken in so that it would do well in the freezer.
Sample Answer: She should have put the chicken in freezer bags or freezer containers so the chicken would not get
freezer burn.

Knowing How to Cook Foods so they Are Safe to Eat
2. Explain what could happen if people eat rare chicken.
Sample Answer: Rare chicken is not cooked enough to kill the salmonella that might be present. So, eating raw chicken
could cause a person to become sick or even die.

Getting Stains Out
3. Name one thing that you could spill and not have to worry about it staining your clothes and one thing you would
have to worry about leaving a stain.

Sample Answer: No stain: hamburger; Stain: mustard

Keeping Yourself Clean
4. If you are careful, do you think you need to wear an apron when you cook? Explain.
Sample Answer: If I am wearing clothes I care about, I think it is important to wear an apron even if I am careful since one
never knows when food will splatter.

Adjusting Behavior for Different Situations
5. Explain when it would be OK to repeatedly taste something with your finger while you are making it.
Sample Answer: It would only be OK if you were the only person who was going to be eating it.

Washing Hands Before Eating
6. Explain why you should wash your hands before eating.
Sample Answer: You should wash your hands before you eat since your hands pick up germs all the time, and you do not
want all those germs inside your body.

Knowing Kinds of Meat and Fish
7. The Fresh Farm in the story is an organic farm. Name three types of beef that Megan might have ordered.
Sample Answer: steak, hamburger, roast

Knowing Kinds of Grain Foods
8. The Fresh Farm in the story is an organic farm. Name three types of grain products that Megan might have ordered.
Sample Answer: flax seed, wheat flour, rye bread
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Discussion Questions, continued
Following Food Preparation Directions
9. The barbecue sauce recipe said to spread the sauce on the chicken with a pastry brush. What is a pastry brush?
Sample Answer: A pastry brush looks sort of like a large artist’s brush and is used to “paint” sauce’s and spreads onto
food items.

Reading Abbreviations
10. The barbecue sauce recipe called for ¼ c. vinegar. What does the “c” stand for?
Sample Answer: cup

Understanding Cooking and Baking Words
11. Explain the difference between baking and broiling.
Sample Answer: Baking cooks from the top and bottom. Broiling cooks only from the top.

Using Taste Words
12. What word would you use to describe the taste of pretzels?
Sample Answer: salty
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Ups and Downs - Discussion Questions
Keeping Clothes from Shrinking
1. Some modern wool fabric can be machine washed with no problems, but some wool still cannot be washed in
water without shrinking. Explain how you should clean wool that cannot be washed.
Sample Answer: Dry clean it.

Using Coasters to Protect Furniture
2. Explain how a coaster protects furniture.
Sample Answer: Since dampness can ruin some kinds of furniture, people use coasters to keep dampness from the
outside of a drink from getting on furniture.

Caring for Health and Teeth
3. When Mark went to the hospital, his hair was uncombed and he hadn’t brushed his teeth. Do you think he should
have taken the time to make himself look better before he left? Explain.

Sample Answer: No, he should not have taken the time to take care of his hair and teeth before going to the hospital.
When dealing with emergency health issues, getting to the hospital quickly is more important than being clean and tidy
when you arrive there.

Turning Car Off at Gas Pump or Inside Garage
4. Mrs. Moot turned the car on while Mark was making his way to the garage. Explain why she opened the garage
door while she was waiting.

Sample Answer: She opened the garage door for two reasons. 1—She wanted to be able to leave as soon as Mark got in
the car. 2—She did not want to trap dangerous carbon monoxide gas in the garage.

Taking Medication Safely
5. Mark’s pain medication says “Do not drive while taking this medication.” Explain why it is important that Mark
follow this directive.

Sample Answer: When taking the medication, he is likely to be too dizzy or too tired to drive safely.

Keeping Private Information Private
6. Mark doesn’t want his friends to know that he hurt himself chasing his little sister up the stairs. What should he say
when friends ask him what happened?

Sample Answer: He could simply say that he would rather not discuss it. However, his friends might keep asking him until
he tells them what happened.

Showing a Positive Attitude
7. Explain why it would have been silly for Mark to get angry with Miki for calling him names.
Sample Answer: Mark knows that Miki is a little girl who is just teasing.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Knowing Your Body Parts
8. Mark has a cast on his lower leg. Name a body part he might have injured.
Sample Answer: ankle

Making Appointments
9. Explain why Mark did not need to make an appointment before going to the hospital.
Sample Answer: Appointments are for preplanned medical engagements

Reacting to Others’ Moods
10. Describe a time in the story when Miki was reacting to others’ moods.
Sample Answer: She was reacting to Mark and her mom’s moods when she was quiet in the car.

Using Prescription Medication Properly
11. Mark’s doctor told him to take up to two pain pills every four hours as needed for pain. Should Mark set an alarm
so he can wake up in the night to take a pill?

Sample Answer: No, he should not set an alarm. If pain does not wake him up, he should skip the pill he would take
during the night.

Handling Gossip
12. The nurse is being kind of gossipy. Do you think Mark handled the gossip well? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, he did handle the gossip well. He used humor to counteract the gossip, and the humor both
convinced the nurse that she was wrong and created a non-hostile environment going forward.
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The Mark of a Good Date - Discussion Questions
Using the Freezer to Keep Non-Freezer Foods Fresh
1. Ted got nuts out of the freezer. Nuts do not have to be frozen, so why do you think his family keeps nuts in the
freezer?

Sample Answer: At room temperature, nuts stay fresh for a while. But, when kept in the freezer, they stay fresh much
longer.

Apologizing When You Hurt or Inconvenience Others
2. Do you think Ted should have apologized for dismissing Maria’s broken fingernail as no big deal? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, once he realized that he was belittling something that mattered to her, apologizing was a nice
choice for smoothing over the situation.

Getting Along with Others
3. Describe one choice you can make so that you have a good chance of getting along with others.
Sample Answer: To have a good chance of getting along with others, I make sure that I listen more than I talk.

Being Patient with Expectations of Self and Others
4. Ted wondered why Maria was hiding he face. But, he didn’t ask her when he first noticed it. Would you say he was
patient or cowardly? Explain.

Sample Answer: I would say he was patient. Since Maria’s actions were not hurting him, he had no pressing need to ask
her. In addition, since she was hiding her face, he could probably sense that it was a sensitive situation.

Being Tactful
5. Describe a time when you were tactful with someone else or someone was tactful with you.
Answers will vary.

Listening When Others Talk
6. Ted was vague about the kinds of movies he liked since he seemed to want to listen to Maria talk about the kinds
of movies she liked. Why do you think Ted did that?

Sample Answer: He wanted to make sure not to shut the door on seeing a kind of movie that she liked.

Asking a Person for a Date
7. At the beginning of the story, why was Ted cracking his knuckles and clearing his throat?
Sample Answer: He was getting up the nerve to ask Maria for a date.

Identifying Nearby Cities
8. From where Ted lives, York is a nearby city. Name five cities or towns that are near where you live.
Answers will vary, but should include cities and towns that are no more than 30 miles away. Understanding Titles that Go
with Names
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Discussion Questions, continued
Understanding Titles that Go with Names
9. What are Maria’s dad’s job and title?
Answer: He is a science professor, and his title is “Professor.”

Translating a Phone Number from Words to Numbers
10. What is Maria’s dad’s phone number?
Answer: 724-7763.]

Knowing What Type of Material You Like to Read or Watch
11. What would you say if someone asked you what types of things you like to read and what types of movies you
like to see? (Make sure to answer both questions.)

Answers will vary, but should include both reading and movie preferences.

Keeping Private Information
12. Maria would have liked to keep it to herself that her sister wrote “Ted” on her face. But, it was hard to do since she
had to hide it. What could be a private fact that Maria did keep to herself?

Sample Answer: She might have told her little sister that she was crazy about Ted and might get a “Ted” tattoo
someday.
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What’s for Dinner? - Discussion Questions
Working in a Group
1. Explain how a group can get started doing its work if no one is assigned as the leader. Use the situation in this story
in your answer.

Sample Answer: As the girls did in this story, a group without an assigned leader can get started by the group members
talking and sharing ideas. For example, Tina started by giving a suggestion. Then, Mika built onto Tina’s idea.

Approximating Measurements
2. Recipes often call for a dash of salt. Mika decided to have a dash of salt equal to ¼ teaspoon of salt. The spaghetti
recipe also called for “one diced onion.” How many cups of diced onion do you think Mika should list for the
100-person recipe?
Sample Answer: 10 cups

Sizing Recipes
3. Mika’s family meatloaf recipe calls for 2 pounds of hamburger. How much hamburger will be needed for the
100-person recipe?
Answer: 40 pounds

Proofreading for Others
4. Explain why it was important for the group members to proofread each other’s work.
Sample Answer: Since it is easy to make mistakes when sizing recipes, proofreading each other’s work will help make the
recipes right.

Dealing with Teasing
5. What do you think Maria should do if Mika really does put a bunch of salt on Maria’s meatloaf?
Sample Answer: She should just laugh at the joke and get a new piece of meatloaf.

Eating a Balanced Diet
6. What do you think the girls should plan to serve with the meatloaf to make a balanced meal?
Sample Answer: milk, salad, rolls, and green beans

Using Counting Words
7. Read this sentence from the story: That is twice as much sugar as garlic. Identify the counting word and explain
what it means.

Answer: The counting word is “twice” and it means “two times.”

Following Written Directions
8. The fish stick directions said to place the sticks side-by-side on cookie sheets. How far apart do you think they need
to be?

Sample Answer: The words “side-by-side” suggest that the fish sticks could be touching or could have a little distance
between them.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using a Calculator
9. Use a calculator to figure out how much salt Mika should have listed for the 100-serving spaghetti recipe.
Answer: .25 x 20 =5 (teaspoons)

Understanding Ratios
10. The original mac and cheese recipe called for 4 cups of milk and two cups of grated cheese. What was the ratio of
milk to cheese?

Answer: 2 to 1 (or 4 to 2)

Using Abbreviations
11. List the four abbreviations that are used in the story and tell what each one stands for.
Answer: tsp: teaspoon; tblsp: tablespoon; mac: macaroni; fridge: refrigerator

Watching for Use-By Dates When Grocery Shopping
12. Explain what Mika meant when she said, “I think we have a jar of pesto we can use. It’s going to go out of date if
we keep it much longer.”

Sample Answer: She meant that the use-by date on the jar was not too far away and that the pesto should be used by
the use-by date.
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The Wilson’s Night Out - Discussion Questions
Ordering at a Restaurant on a Budget
1. Choose a restaurant with which you are familiar. Describe what you would get to eat if you only had $7.00.
Answers will vary

Ordering at a Restaurant when Someone Else is Paying
2. Choose a restaurant with which you are familiar. Describe what you would get to eat if someone else was paying
for your meal.

Answers will vary.

Eating a Balanced Diet
3. Choose a restaurant with which you are familiar. Describe something you might order to get a balanced meal you
would like.

Answers will vary.

Choosing Appropriate Discussion Topics
4. After Katie found the moldy cheese in her glass, Jin told about a time when his mother found a dead mouse in a
box of cereal. Do you think Jin’s story was an appropriate discussion topic during the meal at ‘Weeping Willow’?
Explain.
Sample Answer: No, discussing dead animals at a meal could cause people to lose their appetites.

Conversing on Topics Chosen by Others
5. Say you are at dinner with friends. One person starts to talk about her favorite meals at school. What could you add
to the conversation?

Sample Answer: I would say that my favorite school meals were always the make-your-own salad bar.

Handling Unexpected or Difficult Situations
6. Do you think it was acceptable for Katie to spit her drink all over the others? Explain.
Sample Answer: Even though spitting her drink all over the others was rather nasty for the others, it was a natural
reaction for Katie when she realized something gross was in her drink.

Finding the Desired Newspaper Page
7. Explain how a newspaper guide chart could help Ted quickly find the movie schedules.
Sample Answer: A guide chart would probably tell the section and page where the movie schedules are located.

Making Leisure Choices from the Newspaper
8. Describe a leisure activity that you could learn more about by looking in your local newspaper.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Reading a Movie Schedule
9. Find a local movie schedule. Make a list of up to five movies you could see between 6:45 and 7:15.
Answers will vary.

Controlling Credit Card Levels
10. Explain why you should try not to buy things with a credit card if you couldn’t afford to buy them1 any other way.
Sample Answer: Since charged money has to be paid back, the more you charge, the harder it is to pay it back.

Protecting Your Identity
11. Ted offered to enter Wilson’s pin number for him. If Wilson had been using a debit card, would it have been a
good idea to let Ted enter the pin number? Explain.

Sample Answer: No, you should never let others use or even know your pin number.

Enunciating Clearly
12. Explain why, when ordering food in a restaurant, it is important to talk louder than you would normally talk.
Sample Answer: Restaurants are noisy places. The wait staff person has to be able to hear you over all the other noise.
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Nature for Breakfast - Discussion Questions
Planning Around Daylight Savings Time
1. It was midnight when Nan set her clock for daylight savings time. What time should she have set her clock to?
Answer: 11:00

Preparing for Season Changes
2. Maria and Nan had breakfast in the park because the season was going to change. What is something else they
might do because of the changing season?

Sample Answer: They might turn the heat on in their cars.

Using the Freezer to Keep Non-Freezer Foods Fresh
3. What type of food does Nan’s family keep in the freezer even though freezing is not required?
Answer: chips

Planning Around Time Zones
4. Explain why Nan did not call her grandmother before she met Maria for breakfast.
Sample Answer: Nan met Maria at 9:00. It was only 6:00 a.m. in California, and her grandmother was still asleep.

Being Positive
5. Explain how it was positive for Maria to point out that Nan’s grandmother was at least alive.
Sample Answer: Nan was feeling bad that her grandmother was suffering from age problems. Maria was trying to point
out that, even if her grandmother was having memory problems, it was a good thing that she was still alive.

Volunteering to Help a Friend or Neighbor
6. Describe a time when you or someone you know helped a friend or neighbor.
Answers will vary.

Identifying Things You Should Not Touch
7. Nan and Maria both thought they should not touch a dead animal. Why not?
Sample Answer: If you touch a dead animal, you might get bugs and/or very bad smells on your skin or clothes.

Identifying Things By Touch
8. Work with a partner. Put ten things in a non-see-through bag and see if your partner can identify the items by
touch.

Answers will vary.

Feeling Differences in Thicknesses
9. At a minimum, how many fingers/thumbs do you think Nan had to use to tell that the coin was thicker than a
quarter?

Answer: two fingers/thumbs (most likely, one finger and one thumb)
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Discussion Questions, continued
Reading Symbols and Icons
10. Maria and Nan saw this icon in the park:

r.

What do you think the icon tells park users?

Answer: where to find the campground

Reading Arrows
11. Maria and Nan saw this arrow on a sign along the trail:

. What does the arrow mean?

Sample Answer: The trail is going to curve and go back in the direction from which it just came.

Respecting Nature
12. Give an example of how the girls showed respect for nature.
Sample Answer: They stopped and quietly watched the animals.
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Money Calls - Discussion Questions
Being Part of a Team
1. Hugo took a break instead of helping the team reach the 18 sales in the first hour. Do you think Hugo deserved the
break since he had already sold more than half of the sales the team needed? Explain

Sample Answer: No, Hugo did not deserve a break. A team must work together to the end even if one or more members is
doing more than his or her share of the work.

Working at a Rate that Shows Effort
2. How do you know that, as a rule, Hugo worked at a rate that showed effort?
Sample Answer: He could outsell three people all by himself.

Working in a Group
3. Do you think Hugo should have told anyone he had a problem with the perfume? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, he should have been open about the problem since it would seriously affect his work and health.

Respecting Others’ Privacy
4. Do you think Hugo should have listened to Kelly’s phone call? Explain.
Sample Answer: No, even if he was a little upset with Kelly, he should still respect her privacy.

Responding In Your Best Interests When Treated Unfairly By a Coworker or Supervisor
5. Explain why, when he got his first paycheck, Hugo let Jeff get away with lying about the money missing from
Hugo’s paycheck.

Sample Answer: Hugo was new to the company and did not know how things worked.

Adapting to Workplace Conditions
6. Hugo’s computer has a mouse, but he likes to use a trackball. What, if anything, should he do about the mouse?
Sample Answer: He should politely ask if he could get a trackball instead of a mouse. If the answer is “no,” he should
adjust to using the mouse.

Reading and Writing Dates
7. Hugo had to write the date of each sale next to the name of the buyer. If you were Hugo and made a sale today,
how would you write the date?
Sample Answer: Jan. 5, 2011

Labeling Files
8. Say Hugo sold you a CD today. Label the file below as he would have done it.
Sample Answer: Mary Miller, Oct. 19, 2012

Putting Files in Order
9. Think about the files that Hugo packed away from his first month of work. What would have been a good order for
the files?

Sample Answer: date order or ABC order by buyers’ last names
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using Non-Traditional Measuring Devices
10. All the boxes in the box room were the right height and width for files. Explain how Hugo could use a piece of
paper to measure for a box size.

Sample Answer: He could fold the paper to the same height as the stack of files. Then, he could stick the paper inside
different boxes to find a box that is deeper than the paper is long without being too deep.

Choosing Appropriate Box Sizes
11. All the boxes in the box room were the right height and width for files. So, what measurement did Hugo have to
check?

Sample Answer: He had to check to see how deep the boxes were to see which box could hold the right number of files.

Talking in Simple Sentences
12. Why do you think people might buy something if salespeople use simple sentences?
Sample Answer: People are more likely to understand what salespeople are saying if the salespeople use simple words.
If people understanding what salespeople are saying, the people are more likely to buy something.
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Surprising Little Ones - Discussion Questions
Working with a Bus Schedule
1. Suna took a bus from school to the day care center each day. She got out of class at 3:8.. Her two bus options were
3:8. and 3:30. Which bus do you think she should plan to make? Explain.

Sample Answer: She should plan to make the 3:30 bus since there is no way she can leave class and get on the bus at the
same time.

Volunteering in the Community
2. Suna does not get paid to work at Pee Wee’s. Yes, she plans to go each weekday. Why would she do that?
Sample Answer: She is helping Pee Wee’s, learning about being a day care teacher, and building a resume item. So, her
volunteering helps both the community and herself.

Handling Unexpected or Difficult Situations
3. After Suna saw the police in the parking lot, she didn’t say anything about it until the end of the day. Do you think
that she handled the situation well? Explain.

Sample Answer: No, she did not handle it well. She should have talked about it as soon as she got inside since it was a
good guess that the car belonged to someone who worked at Pee Wee’s and that person might want to talk to the police.
She did not know that Mr. Tom already knew what was going on.

Getting Along with Others
4. Suna wanted to get along with all the teachers at Pee Wee’s. So, do you think she made a mistake when she

thought Mr. Tom was being serious about listening for screams and told him that she didn’t think it was safe?
Explain.
Sample Answer: No, getting along with people does not mean that you have to go along with an idea with which you do
not agree.

Adapting to Workplace Conditions
5. Suna gets a rash if she spends too much time in the sun. So, she tries to stay out of the sun. At Pee Wee’s, she has to
spend time on the playground each day. How could she deal with her sun problem and still watch the kids while
they play outside?
Sample Answer: She could use an umbrella.

Recognizing and Accepting Authority
6. Miss Nell told Suna not to give the kids anything to eat. One day, one of the girls in Miss Nell’s room asked Suna for
a piece of gum. When Suna said “no,” the little girl started to cry. Suna felt bad. Miss Nell was not in the room. What
would you have done if you were Suna?
Sample Answer: I would hug the little girl, but I would not give her any gum since Miss Nell is in charge, and it would be
my responsibility to enforce her rules.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Explaining Why Hitchhiking is Not Safe
7. Suna thought about hitchhiking between school and Pee Wee’s. She changed her mind after she learned a little
about hitchhiking. Explain why hitchhiking is not safe.

Sample Answer: Whenever you put your life in the hands of strangers, you never know how it will work out.

Showing Public Courtesy
8. Suna listened to her music on the bus. Do you think it is rude for people to use headphones to privately listen to
their own music in a public situation, such as when riding a bus? Explain.

Sample Answer: No, it is not rude to use your headphones to listen to music in a public setting as long as you make sure
others are not forced to listen to your music and as long as you break from listening when others talk to you.

Recognizing Noise Overload
9. Say you are using headphones to listen to music. How can you tell if you have the volume too high?
Sample Answer: If you can’t hear anything around you because all you can hear is the music, it is too loud. Also, if others
can hear your music, your music is too loud.

Separating Fact from Fiction
10. In the story, Mason told Suna he had forgotten his shoes. But, that statement was fiction, not fact. Explain the
difference between fact and fiction.

Sample Answer: Fact is information that is true. Fiction is information that is made up.

Sending an E-mail
11. Explain how to send an e-mail.
Sample Answer: Open the e-mail program. Choose “New Message.” In the “To” box, enter the e-mail address you are
sending to. In the “Subject” box, type something that tells what the e-mail is about. In the message box, type what you
want to say. When you are finished typing, click on “Send.”

Writing E-mail Subject Lines
12. Explain why “Oct. 8th Field Trip” is a good subject line for the e-mail that Miss Nell asked Suna to send.  
Sample Answer: It is short and it tells the main idea of the e-mail.
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Green Questions - Discussion Questions
Volunteering to Help a Friend or Neighbor
1. Ted did not get much notice about helping his neighbors for the weekend. Do you think he should let his
neighbors take advantage of him like that?

Sample Answer: They weren’t really taking advantage of him. If he had been busy, they probably would have done the
project without him. They didn’t give him any notice because they only decided to build the greenhouse that weekend
once they saw that the weather was going to be good.

Asking for Gardening Advice
2. To whom would you talk if you were having a problem with a tree, bush, or plant in your yard?
Answers will vary.

Following Neighborhood Guidelines
3. The neighborhood guidelines where the Shins and Wilsons live require a permit to build anything bigger than a

doghouse. What, if any, guidelines would your family have to follow to build a small shed just outside your home.
Answers will vary and are likely to range from it would absolutely be forbidden (in an apartment complex, for example)
to we would not have to follow any guidelines (in a rural setting, for example).

Listening When Others Talk
4. Explain why it was important for Mr. Shin, Jin, and Ted to listen carefully while the gardener told them what to do
with the bush and the ivy plant.

Sample Answer: There is no point in asking for advice if you aren’t going to listen to it.

Approximating Measurements
5. In the story, they approximated the amount of extra greenhouse materials. What measurements did they have to
think about?

Sample Answer: the height of the greenhouse walls, the length of the addition, and the height of the roof slant

Preparing for Season Changes
6. What do you think would happen to the grass if the leaves were left on it all winter?
Sample Answer: If the leaves are thick enough, they could kill the grass.

Finding Weather Reports for Varying Locations
7. The Shins checked the weather report before deciding to build the greenhouse. If you were them, how would you
check the weather report for today and the next two days?

Sample Answer: I would go to a local weather site on the Internet.

Applying for Registrations and Licenses
8. Mr. Shin applied for a permit for the greenhouse. Why did he do it months before he was ready to use it?
Sample Answer: He wanted to make sure it was approved by the time he was ready to use it.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Searching for Service Providers
9. In the story, they found a place to find a greenhouse and get help by looking in the sale ads. How else could they
have found such a place?

Sample Answer: Ask people they know, look in the yellow pages, or do an Internet search.

Taking Care of Indoor Plants
10. What is one sign that an indoor plant has problems?
Sample Answer: It drops all or most of its leaves.

Turning Car Off at Gas Pump or Inside Garage
11. Mr. Shin stopped to get gas on the way to GreenThumb. Should he have left his truck on or turned it off? Explain.
Sample Answer: He should have turned it off because a running car could throw a spark that could ignite the gas and
cause a fire.

Interacting in the Community
12. Name three ways that the Shins interacted in the community.
Answer: Three of these options--Applying for a building permit, Getting gas, Going to the GreenThumb, Going to the
building supply store
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Honey and Berry Waffles - Discussion Questions
Giving Directions to a Driver
1. Work with a partner to role play this situation: A friend calls you and asks for directions to your house. Give the
directions over the phone.
Answers will vary.

Giving Verbal Clarification
2. Which would be more helpful, to say “Waffle with Fs as in Frank” or “Just think breakfast”? Explain.
Sample Answer: Actually, either choice would probably be equally helpful. The point is to clarify that the word is
“Waffles,” not “Wassles,” and either option would have done a fine job of making the correct pronunciation clear

Proofreading for Others
3. What does this story say about relying too much on a proofreader to find mistakes?
Sample Answer: Sometimes, like in the story, proofreaders miss serious mistakes.

Apologizing When You Hurt or Inconvenience Others
4. Do you think Wilson should have done more than just telling Katie and Calid that he was sorry the map was wrong?
Explain.

Sample Answer: No, he didn’t need to do anything more. They did not suffer any real harm other than the loss of a little
time.

Being a Part of a Team
5. Give two examples of the four people in the story being good team members.
Sample Answer: They all tried to be on time for the meeting. They all brought markers and stickers for the project.

Respecting Others’ Privacy
6. Explain what would have been wrong with Calid going upstairs to look around.
Sample Answer: Since he would have been unknowingly looking around someone else’s private space, he would have
been violating Wilson’s family’s privacy.

Drawing Directions
7. Assume that some classmates are coming to your home to work on a group project. Draw a map that you could
copy and give to them.
Answers will vary.

Knowing the Area Where You Live
8. Think about the area where you live. If you were giving directions, what could you add besides street names?
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Recognizing House Styles
9. Wilson lives in a brick ranch. What is a “ranch”?
Answer: a rectangular, one-story house with a low roof

Understanding Optical Illusions
10. The arrows that Calid and Katie drew for the sub lines are shown in a box in the story. Explain why the lines do not
look like they are the same length.

Sample Answer: The arrow lines that go out on the ends draw the eye to see a longer line. The arrow lines that go in on
the ends pull the eye to see a shorter line.

Understanding Household Meters and Gauges
11. What do Wilson’s parents mean when they say “The meter never stops running when the air is on”?
Sample Answer: They mean that they use a lot of electricity when the air conditioning is on.

Knowing Main Car Parts
12. Draw a car and label the bumper, fender, hood, trunk, and license plates.
Answers will vary, but all drawing should somewhat resemble a car with the car part labels in their general area. If
student cannot draw a car, use pictures of cars from the Internet or from magazines or newspapers.
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The Fine Points of Golf - Discussion Questions
Dealing with Teasing
1. Jin called Hugo “Lazy Bones,” and Hugo responded by calling Jin “Mini Brain.” Explain why this exchange was OK
between friends.

Sample Answer: They both know they are teasing and neither is upset.

Planning Around Daylight Savings Time
2. Explain what Daylight Savings Time has to do with this story.
Sample Answer: When Hugo refers to the “time change,” he is talking about Daylight Savings Time.

Showing Good Sportsmanship
3. Give an example of good sportsmanship in the story.
Sample Answer: Hugo was a good sport when he didn’t react to Jin’s bragging, when he did not brag himself, and when
he told Jin he knew he was just having fun. Jin was a good sport when he thanked Hugo for not rubbing nit in and
apologized.

Being Positive
4. Explain how Jim is positive about his chances to be a pro golfer.
Answers will vary.

Being Patient with Expectations of Self and Others
5. Explain how you know that Jin is not always patient with himself.
Sample Answer: After making six good shots, he was angry with himself for making one bad shot.

Willingly Following Instructions
6. Would you say Hugo “willingly” followed the instruction to keep the cart on the cart path?
Sample Answer: He did follow the instructions, but he it wasn’t exactly willingly. He was angry about it, and Jin had to
talk him out of driving off the path.

Collecting Tax Information and Filing Taxes
7. Why do you think people cannot deduct the cost of playing golf from their taxes?
Sample Answer: Because golf is not a necessity in any way.

Understanding Types of Taxes
8. What did Jin mean when he said that the clerk meant that was no sales tax, not no income tax?
Sample Answer: Sales tax is tax you pay when you buy something. Income tax is tax you pay based on how much money
you make each year. Jin said that the clerk was talking about sales tax since Hugo bought some soda and had to pay
sales tax on that, but not on the services (golf and cart rental).
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Discussion Questions, continued
Knowing Your Legal Rights
9. Jin said that Hugo could go to jail for not paying taxes. Do you think Jin is right? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, Jin is right. It is against the law not to pay taxes that you owe.

Identifying Coins and Bills
10. Working with a partner, place these coins on a desk or table in random order: penny, nickel, dime, quarter, fiftycent piece, $1 bill, $5 bill, and $20 bill. Take turns identifying the pieces of money and then put them in order
from least to most.

Answer: penny, nickel, dime, quarter, fifty-cent piece, $1 bill, $5 bill, and $20 bill

Finding Your Car in a Parking Lot
11. Explain why it made more sense for Hugo to remember that his car was by the flag pole than to remember what
cars he was parked next to.

Sample Answer: The cars could move, but the flag pole will always be there.

Choosing the Right Kind of Screwdriver
12. Hugo asked what kind of screwdriver Jin needed, and Jin said “slotted.” What did they mean?
Sample Answer: There are two main kinds of screws and screwdrivers: Phillips and slotted. You need a Phillips
screwdriver to put a Phillips screw in or out and a slotted screwdriver to put a slotted screw in or out.
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Are Perfect Jobs Found or Made? - Discussion Questions
Talking to the Boss
1. Why was Nan shocked when she heard Harry talking to Mr. Zee?
Sample Answer: She knew that threatening the boss was a great way to get fired.

Choosing Appropriate Discussion Topics
2. Harry and Mr. Zee each started a conversation about Harry not working on Saturday. Explain why one of the
conversations was appropriate and one was not.

Sample Answer: Harry’s conversation was not appropriate since he was being rude and threatening his boss. Mr. Zee’s
conversation was appropriate since he was clarifying company procedures that would help Harry.

Conversing on Topics Chosen by Others
3. When Harry saw Mr. Zee standing behind him, he could have started threatening him again. Instead, Harry listened

to Mr. Zee and started discussing the topic Mr. Zee brought up. Imagine that you were talking to your boss, and she
asked you what you thought about having wild goose for holiday dinners. What would you say in response to the
topic your boss chose?
Sample Answer: I’d say that wild goose was new to me, but I’d be interested in trying it out.

Recognizing and Accepting Authority
4. Nan was just a teenager and she was new at Miller Foods. How did she know that Harry should not talk to Mr. Zee
like that?

Sample Answer: Nan knew that Mr. Zee was the boss and that workers should never threaten their bosses nor talk rudely
to them.

Willingly Following Instructions
5. Besides a boss, name two other people from whom you should willingly follow instructions.
Sample Answer: parent, teacher, police officer, school principal

Responding in Your Best Interests When Treated Unfairly by a Coworker or Supervisor
6. Explain why Nan’s way of dealing with Lynn was in Nan’s best interests.
Sample Answer: The best way to deal with an enemy is to turn the enemy into a friend. By being nice to Lynn instead of
confronting her about removing the stitches, Nan has probably stopped Lynn’s meanness towards her.

Identifying Jobs that Are Well-Matched to Personal Strengths
7. List two of your top skills. Then, name two jobs where you could use those skills.
Sample Answer: I am good at fixing food, and I am good at talking to people. I could be a waitress or a cook’s helper.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Choosing the Best Route
8. Why do you think Nan checked out a way to work on Sunday instead of waiting until Monday when she actually
had to go there?

Sample Answer: She found the best way on Sunday so that she could go that way on Monday and not have to worry
about being late for work on her first day.

Knowing Your Clothing and Shoe Sizes
9. The chart below is like the one on the form Nan had to fill out to get her uniforms from the Closet. Fill in the chart
as if you were a new employee at Miller Foods.
Shoe Size
Shirt Size
Pants Size
Answers will vary.

Knowing Your Height and Weight
10. The form Nan filled out for the Closet had height and weight blanks like those below. Fill in the blanks as if you
were a new employee at Miler Foods.

Height: __________ Weight: __________
Answers will vary.

Knowing and Following Safety Rules at Work
11. Mr. Zee told Lynn to put her hairnet on. Why do you think harinets have to do with safety at Miller Foods?
Sample Answer: Hairnets keep long hair away from moving machine parts. Hairnets also keep hair out of the foods the
company makes and packages.

Understanding Counterclockwise
12. Working with a partner, walk counterclockwise around your desks. Then, walk clockwise around your desks.
Answer: Students must walk counterclockwise and then clockwise.
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On the Move - Discussion Questions
Checking to See What Will Fit in a New Home
1. Maria used shapes to see what would fit in her new room. How else could she have checked to see if her furniture
would fit?

Sample Answer: She could have used her feet to step off the furniture and then step off the areas in the new bedroom.

Understanding Measurement Equivalents
2. Maria’s room measurements were in feet, but her furniture measurements were in yards. Why does she need to
change the furniture measurements to feet?

Sample Answer: She needs to change the furniture measurements to feet so she can then create inch-to-foot shapes.

Recognizing Standard Measurements
3. A standard ceiling is 8 feet, 9 feet, or 10 feet high. Her angel wings are a little over a foot high. Her bedroom door is

8 feet high. How high must the ceiling in Anna’s room be for her angel to fit. (Making a drawing might help you see
the answer more easily.)
Answer: Her ceiling has to be 10 feet high for her angel to fit.

Recognizing House Styles
4. Mrs. Cortez said the new house was a tri-level. Describe what a tri-level looks like.
Sample Answer: A tri-level has three levels, often with two levels on one side and a third level on the other side that is a
half story above one of the other two and a half story below the other one.

Describing a Problem to a Lawyer
5. Work with a partner. Take turns being the lawyer and Mrs. Cortez. Explain the problem with the washer and dryer.
Sample Answer: We just bought a new house. The people who sold us the house agreed in writing to leave the washer
and dryer for us. But, we are moving in today, and the washer and dryer are gone. I called them and the woman
answered. I told her that the washer and dryer should have been left in the house. She wasn’t very friendly and said they
had changed their minds. We sold our old washer and dryer, so we really want this set.

Proofreading Your Writing
6. Write a letter like Mrs. Cortez would have written. Proofread your letter.
Answers will vary.

Approximating Measurements
7. Mr. Cortez had to approximate the distance from where he was driving to the intersection to decide if he had

time to stop. He did not stop because he was only about three truck-lengths away when the light turned yellow.
Working with a partner, stand about “one truck-length” away from each other.
Answer: Students should stand about a truck-length apart.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Understanding Costs of Personal Hygiene Products
8. Do you think the Cortez family could have replaced all their personal hygiene products for $20? Explain.
Sample Answer: No, to buy shampoo, soap, lotions, toothpaste, etc. for a whole family would cost much more than $20.

Knowing and Following Driving Rules
9. Do you think Mr. Cortez was right to go through the yellow light? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, he was right to go through the yellow light. Slamming on his brakes to stop in time would have
created a bigger problem than did going through the yellow light.

Monitoring Miles Per Gallon
10. What two details do you need to figure out miles per gallon?
Answer: miles driven and gallons of gas used

Understanding Parking Options
11. Explain why you can’t park in front of a neighbor’s driveway when visiting a friend.
Sample Answer: The neighbor might want to come home or leave, and you would be in the way.

Understanding Nonverbal Communication
12. What emotions was Mrs. Cortez showing when she inhaled and opened her eyes wide upon seeing the
phone bill?

Sample Answer: The inhaling and opening her eyes wide were natural reactions showing she was shocked and upset at
the extra charge due to Maria’s texting.
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The Good, Bad, and Ugly of Moving Day - Discussion Questions
Differentiating Between Relative Traits
1. Work with a partner. Choose four items. Arrange them from hardest to softest.
Answers will vary.

Choosing a Lid that Will Fit Based on Shape
2. Work with a partner to draw a lid and a container that are shaped alike and a lid and a container that are not
shaped alike.

Answers will vary.

Detecting the Source (Direction) of Noises and Voices
3. Work with a group of up to five people. Put a blindfold on one person. The others, one at a time, make a noise. The

blindfolded person points in the direction of each noise. Repeat until everyone has a chance to wear the blindfold.
Answers will vary.

Recognizing Slang
4. With a partner, make a list of at least 10 slang words. Share your list with the class.
Answers will vary.

Listening to an Interviewer
5. When Maria was listening to Miss Mert, where should Maria have kept her eyes?
Sample Answer: To show she was paying attention and interested, Maria should have kept her eyes focused on Miss
Mert’s eyes/face.

Monitoring Your Academic Progress
6. Miss Mert said that Maria could have a job there for a long time if she keeps her grades up. How can Maria keep
track of her grade progress as a semester goes along?

Sample Answer: She can make sure she knows the requirements for each assignment and keep a list of the points she
earns as she goes along.

Understanding Living Location Options
7. Think about your local area. Where would you choose to live and why?
Answers will vary.

Comparing Leases, Floorplans, etc.
8. If your family were going to move into a new home, how many and what types of rooms would you want?
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Becoming Familiar with a New Community
9. Why do you think the Cortez’s were lucky enough to find a grocery store when they were driving around their new
area?

Sample Answer: Most residential areas have nearby grocery stores.

Using Change-of-Address Forms
10. Change of Address forms can be filled out at a local Post Office or online. Working with a partner, find a form

online. If you were filling out the form, you would probably have to choose whether the change was temporary
or permanent. Explain the difference.

Sample Answer: Go to this site: http://www.usps.com/forms/welcome.htm. A “temporary” change means that you plan
to move back to the same address within one year. All other address changes are considered “permanent.”

Reading Pictures
11. When you read pictures, you look beyond the obvious point for additional information. For example, look at this
picture of three people waving. Read the picture to answer the questions below.
a. What is the temperature like?
b. What time of day is it?
c. Is the sun shining?
d. Where are these people?
e. What sounds can these
people hear?
d. Where are the people to
whom these people
are waving?

Sample Answers: 21a--You can tell the temperature is warm (over 70 degrees) since the people appear comfortable in
short sleeves. 21b—It is probably sometime between 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. since the people are out and about and it
is clearly not dark. 21c—Yes, the sun is probably shining since the man is wearing sun glasses. 21d—The people are on
a ship. 21e—The people can probably hear birds singing and water slapping the boat. 21d—The people being waved to
are on land.

Choosing Appropriate Discussion Topics
12. Maria talked about camping because Miss Mert talked about camping. Do you think this was an appropriate topic
for Maria to discuss in an interview? Explain.

Sample Answer: Definitely. A topic chosen by an interviewer is always a good topic for the interviewee.
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Mean Jin and the Mall Rats - Discussion Questions
Choosing Clothes that Look Good Together
1. Say you are looking for a shirt to wear with your favorite pants. Describe a shirt that would look good.
Answers will vary.

Addressing a Problem with a Purchase
2. Give an example of what Katie might have said to the clerk about the problem with the jeans.
Sample Answer: I bought these jeans earlier today, but I didn’t try them on. When I got home, I realized the zipper was
broken. I have the receipt right here.

Judging Comparative Sizes
3. Create three lines that you can label “long,” “longer,” and “longest.”
Answer: Student is to create three different length lines and accurately label them “long,” “longer,” and “longest.”

Using a Mall Directory
4. Work with a small group. Find a local mall directory and mall map on the Internet. Print them. Use the directory to
find all the stores that sell shoes. Circle the shoe stores on the map.
Answers will vary.

Describing a Person
5. Jin knew who Katie and Suna were because Peter described them. Have your teacher assign a classmate for you to
describe. Write the person’s name at the top of a piece of paper and then write a description that you think will let
other guess who the person is. Make sure not to describe clothing the person is wearing today since the person
won’t always wear those clothes. Give your description to your teacher. When your teacher reads the descriptions,
try to guess who they describe. (Do not guess about the description you wrote.)
Answers will vary.

Visiting a Hospital Patient
6. Think about hospital visits. Explain why it is usually OK to spend more time visiting a close relative than a friend.
Sample Answer: Hospital rooms are small and the space usually needs to mostly be saved for family.

Using a Newspaper
7. Explain how to find coupons in a newspaper.
Sample Answer: Flip through the pages and look at the non-text parts.

Zooming in on Coupon Dates and Requirements
8. Explain what an expiration date means on a coupon.
Sample Answer: An expiration date is the last date on which the coupon can be used.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Reading Clothing Labels
9. What three pieces of information do you look to find on a clothing label?
Sample Answer: the size, the brand, and how to take care of it

Recognizing Durable Materials
10. Explain why it mattered to Suna that the shoes looked like they would last a long time.
Sample Answer: Since they are expensive shoes, she wants them to last a long time.

Estimating to Check Expectations
11. Explain why estimating saved Suna money.
Sample Answer: Since Suna estimated, she knew how much her shoes should cost. When the clerk said they were more
than Suna expected, she knew to ask about the price.

Evaluating Purchasing Power
12. Suna had $100 in her bank account. She didn’t have any bills, and she knew she would get another $50 in a week.
Do you think she could afford to buy her shoes? Explain.

Sample Answer: Yes, she could afford her shoes since she did not need the money for anything else, and she knew she
would get more money next week. She knew she would still have some money in case she needed it for something else.
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Miss Fix-It & Clean-It - Discussion Questions
Recognizing Durable Materials
1. LaDee bought a strong flashlight so it would not break like their other one had. Explain the difference between a
strong flashlight and one that is not strong.

Sample Answer: A strong flashlight is made of material that will not break if the flashlight is dropped. If you drop a
flashlight that is not strong, the outer case could break, the bulb could break, and the latches could break.

Reading Non-Edible Product Labels
2. Read a shampoo bottle label. List the information given under these headings:
Product Name

Amount in bottle

Purpose for this
type of shampoo

Safety precautions

Promise/ guarantee

Ingredients

Uses other than to Special ingredients
wash hair
Social Awareness
Claim

Directions
for using

Other Products
Suggested

Sample Answers:
Product Name
Crete Shampoo

Amount in bottle
16.9 fl. oz.

Safety precautions

Promise/
guarantee

As with all cosmetics,
avoid contact with
eyes and keep out of
the reach of children

Guaranteed only
when sold by
a professional
hairdresser

Purpose for this
type of shampoo
Body-building; for
all hair types; for
body and shine;
replenishes moisture

Ingredients
Water, Sodium,
Laureth Sulfate, etc.

Uses other than to Special ingredients
wash hair
Excellent body wash

Activated
moisturizing and
shine blend of
Hawaiian awapuhi,
chamomile, henna,
rosemary, aloe vera,
and jojoba

Social Awareness
Claim

Other Products
Suggested

Crete Systems
does not conduct
or endorse animal
testing

Works best when
used with Crete
conditioner

Directions
for using
Wet hair
thoroughly.
Apply a small
amount to
palms of
hands. Rub
hands together
briefly and
then massage
throughout
the hair and
scalp. Rinse
completely.

Choosing Correct Battery Sizes
3. Draw these batteries as close to actual size as you can: D, C, AA, AAA, and 9 Volt
Sample Answer: D: a 2 ¼” x 1 ¼” cylinder; C: a 1 ¾” x 1” cylinder; AA: a 2” x ½” cylinder; AAA: a 1 3/4” x 3/8” cylinder; 9
Volt: a 2” high x 1” wide x 5/8 “ deep box-shape

Choosing the Right Kind of Screwdriver
4. In the story, LaDee uses a Phillips screwdriver. Draw the top of the screw that she was going to use the
screwdriver on.

Answer: The screw top should include a cross.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Putting Batteries in Correctly
5. Battery slots usually show a plus or a plus and a minus. How can you tell which end of the battery to put towards
the plus?

Sample Answer: Most batteries also show a plus and it is on the end with the little raised center. The plus end on the
battery goes into the end of the slot with the plus.

Understanding Household Meters and Gauges
6. Explain how the person at the water company knew the North’s had used extra water.
Sample Answer: The water company reads water meters each month, and had just read the North’s meter a week ago.
So, the person was able to compare the current reading on the meter with the one-month reading from a week ago.

Mixing Proper Amounts of Cleaning Solutions
7. What is the difference between cleansers that tell you to mix them with other things and cleansers that you use
without mixing?

Sample Answer: The cleansers that say to mix them with other things are concentrated and, therefore, are too strong to
use on their own. Cleansers that are not mixed are already at useable strength.

Dealing with Unusual or Dangerous Odors
8. Explain why LaDee decide to wear gloves to clean the refrigerator.
Sample Answer: The strong odor of the cleanser made her think it might harm her skin.

Searching for a Reason a Flashlight Will Not Work
9. Say you know your flashlight has new batteries in it, but still will not work. What is the first thing you would try to
make it work?

Sample Answer: The first thing I would try would be to make sure the batteries are in correctly.

Protecting a Kitchen Counter
10. Why do you think LaDee mixed the cleanser in the sink instead of on the counter?
Sample Answer: She was worried that the cleanser might harm the counter.

Watching Refrigerator and Freezer Temperatures
11. Why do you think LaDee turned the refrigerator off to clean it?
Sample Answer: If she had left the refrigerator on while she had the door open, the refrigerator would have been trying
to cool off the whole room while she had the door open for cleaning.

Getting Ready to Go to Bed
12. Describe what you do to get ready to go to bed.
Answers will vary.
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Ignoring Katiebug - Discussion Questions
Counting Ply
1. Work with a partner. Use nine different-colored shoestrings to create a nine-ply braid. Then take it apart and create
a five-ply braid.

Answer: All nine shoestrings should be braided into the nine-ply braid. Five of the shoestrings should be braided into the
five-ply braid.

Recognizing Colors in Your World
2. What did noticing colors have to do with the Zoe and the braid?
Sample Answer: All the colors of the ribbons stood out and helped draw Zoe’s attention to the braid in the picture.

Differentiating Between Water and Permanent Markers
3. The colored squares washed right off of Zoe’s hand. What does that tell you about whether Zoe used water markers
or permanent markers?

Sample Answer: The fact that the squares washed right off shows that they are water markers since permanent markers
would not wash off.

Using Bleach Safely
4. The spot on Katie’s car seat was black and about as big as the end of a pencil. What do you think she should have
used to put the bleach on the spot?
Sample Answer: a Q-tip

Giving “How To” Directions
5. The magazine page included both the picture of the braid and step-by-step directions. Choose something you
know how to do and write step-by-step directions.
Answers will vary.

Finding Your Car in a Parking Lot
6. In the parking lot, why did Zoe say, “OK, we are in ‘Horse’?”
Sample Answer: Most likely, there was a pole nearby with the picture of a horse on it to show that this area of the parking
lot was the “Horse” section.

Differentiating Between Wild and Tame Animals
7. The stadium where the concert was held has two main parking lots. One is called the Wild Animals lot. The other is
called the Tame Animals lot. Ted’s marker was a zebra. In which parking lot did Ted park?
Answer: Wild Animals

Understanding Light Bulbs
8. What did Zoe have to do to change the light bulb in her room?
Sample Answer: She had to screw the burned-out one out and screw the new one in.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Dressing Appropriately for the Weather
9. How do you dress differently inside on a cold day than on a warm day?
Sample Answer: On warm days, I wear short-sleeve shirts, shorts, and sandals. On cold days, I wear long-sleeve shirts,
long pants, socks, and closed shoes.

Keeping a Car Clean and Tuned
10. Why do you think Katie felt the need to get the spot out of her car seat before she went to the concert?
Sample Answer: Katie probably likes to keep her car clean, and she did not want to use her car for a special event when
the car was not in its best shape.

Zigzagging Through a Crowd
11. Why did Katie have to zigzag instead of just walking over to Calid?
Sample Answer: The area was too crowded with people for her to just walk straight to Calid. So, she zigzagged (went in
and out) around the people.

Behaving Appropriately for the Weather
12. What do you think it means to be “winter-smart”?
Sample Answer: Being “winter-smart” means to make choices that keep you safe during winter weather.
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Who’s Driving? - Discussion Questions
Using a Map Legend
1. Explain the purpose of a distance scale on a map.
Sample Answer: A distance scale gives number of miles within a common measurement, such as an inch, so that people
can understand real distances on the map.

Recognizing Geographical Differences
2. What is a “plateau”?
Sample Answer: A plateau is an elevated area of land that is flat on top. A plateau is sort of like a hill with the top 1/3 cut
off.

Knowing Main Car Parts
3. What do you call the storage compartment on the back end of many cars?
Answer: trunk

Reading the Speedometer and Gas Gauge
4. Draw a gas gauge for a car that is in need of gas.
Answer: Drawing should somewhat resemble a gas gauge and should be on empty.

Watching Car Oil and Temperature Gauges
5. Explain what, idling is and what, if anything, it has to do with the heat gauge.
Sample Answer: Idling is having a car running for a while without moving. When cars idle for a long time, they often
overheat, thus the heat gauge goes into the danger zone.

Understanding U.S. Road Systems
6. On a copy of part of a map, identify a U.S. highway, a state highway, a local highway, and road that is not a highway.
Answers will vary.

Reading Signs
7. Drivers must learn to pay close attention to their driving and to reading road signs. But, they can’t just turn and

look at the road signs. They have to use a combination of peripheral vision and quick glances. Work with a partner.
Take turns role playing a driver who is both watching the road and reading the road signs.
Answers will vary.

Monitoring Miles Per Gallon
8. Explain why you would want a car that gets a high number of miles per gallon.
Sample Answer: The higher your miles per gallon, the less money you have to spend on gas.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Understanding Costs of Owning a Car
9. How much does a gallon of unleaded gas cost in your area right now?
Answers will vary.

Reading a Map
10. Explain how Ted used a map to help him plan his test drive.
Sample Answer: He found a plateau with a picnic area that was about two hours away.

Understanding Causes of Stress
11. Describe something that causes stress for you.
Answers will vary.

Dealing with Stress
12. Describe something that helps you relax when you feel stressed.
Answers will vary.
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Reading Moles - Discussion Questions
Reading a Thermometer
1. Suna used a digital thermometer. Explain how her thermometer is different from a mercury thermometer. You can
answer in words or with pictures.

Sample Answer: A digital thermometer has a small window where the temperature shows up as numbers. A mercury
thermometer has a scale and you have to read the level on the scale to which the mercury rises.

Reading Charts, Tables, and Graphs
2. Suna read the weight charts in the doctor’s office and then decided not to pay attention to them. Like Suna, you
should always do your own thinking when you look at charts, tables, and graphs. Explain why.

Sample Answer: You should do your own thinking for several reasons: you might not understand what you are looking
at, the information might be wrong, the information might not pertain to your exact situation, the information could be
just someone’s opinion.

Describing Symptoms to a Doctor
3. It is important to tell your doctor about any problem you are having. What problem did Suna have that she did not
tell her doctor about?
Answer: Her skin hurt.

Noticing Changing Moles
4. Suna did not know if her mole had changed or not. Explain how you would know if your mole had changed.
Sample Answer: If you have a mole, you should look at it now. Then, you will know if it changes.

Understanding A.M. and P.M.
5. Explain why Suna asked Dr. Shelby whether she meant a.m. or p.m.
Sample Answer: Suna did not know if Dr. Shelby wanted her to come at 6:00 in the morning or at 6:00 in the evening.

Recognizing Letter and Legal Sizes
6. Explain how a legal-sized piece of paper is different from a standard-sized piece of paper.
Sample Answer: A legal-sized piece of paper is three inches longer than a standard-sized piece of paper.

Telling Time
7. Draw a standard round clock showing 5:15.
Answer: The long hand should be on the “5” and the short hand should be on the “3.”

Identifying Coins and Bills
8. Make change with a partner. Using realistic money, each begin with 20 quarters, 10 dimes, 10 nickels, 10 pennies,

20 $1 bill, 10 $5 bill, five $10 bill, and five $20 bill. Ask each other for change until the teacher says to stop. Say, for
example, “Could I please have four quarters for $1.00.   You cannot ask for the same change combination that your
partner just asked for.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using a Debit Card Wisely
9. Explain why it was a fine idea for Mrs. Chow to use her debit card to pay Suna’s co-pay.
Sample Answer: A debit card is simply a way to spend your money without actually carrying it with you. So, it made sense
for Mrs. Chow to pay the co-pay with her money.

Choosing Papers and Things to Keep
10. Describe a paper or thing in your life that you know you should keep for years.
Answers will vary.

Filing Papers and Bills
11. Explain how you can file your bills if you pay them all online.
Sample Answer: You can either save electronic copies in a computer file or print the bills and file them in standard files.

Understanding Credit History
12. Explain how using auto-payments can help you make sure you never make late payments.
Sample Answer: Auto payments are made by computers on set dates. So, there is no chance for
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Riddle Nibbles - Discussion Questions
Knowing Kinds of Meat and Fish
1. From the Main Course menu, name the meat.
Answer: steak

Knowing Kinds of Dairy Foods
2. From the Starter menu, name the two yellow things made from milk.
Answer: butter and cheese

Knowing Kinds of Grain Foods
3. What is the grain food in the Main Course menu?
Answer: bread

Knowing the Names of Fruits and Vegetables
4. Name all the fruits and vegetables on the dinner menu (one in Starter, three in Salad, three in Main Course, and one
in Dessert.

Answer: Starter: potatoes; Salad: oranges, grapes, lettuce; Main Course: beans, cherry tomatoes, sliced cucumbers;
Dessert: strawberries

Counting Calories
5. Why did Nan and Maria say that not getting low-fat ice cream would be a splurge?
Sample Answer: Because regular ice cream has a lot of calories.

Identifying Smells
6. Work with a partner. Take turns being blindfolded and identifying pieces of different foods.
Answers will vary.

Watching for Use-By Dates when Grocery Shopping
7. What did “dates” was Nan talking about when she said, “Let’s check the dates so we know it’s fresh.”
Sample Answer: Grocery store foods have use-by dates on them. These dates give a range during which the store says
the foods should be eaten. Nan wanted to get meat with the farthest-out use-by dates so they would have the freshestpossible meat.

Reading Food Nutrition Labels
8. On the Salad menu, the runny stuff full of yummy spices is salad dressing. What did Nan and Maria see on the label
that helped them decide which kind of dressing to buy?

Answer: They saw that it was made of natural ingredients and was low in salt compared to the other dressings.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Knowing How to Cook Foods so They Are Safe to Eat
9. Explain why it is important to cook turkey all the way through.
Sample Answer: Turkey that is not cooked all the way through can have harmful bacteria still alive in it.

Choosing Microwave Containers
10. Nan chose a pretty plastic container for the beans. Was that a good choice for cooking in the microwave? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, because plastic containers work well in a microwave.

Using Shapes
11. The Main Course menu included foods that were oval, square, and round. Identify each of the three foods.
Answer: Oval: beans; Square: bread; round: cucumber slices

Washing Dishes
12. Explain why it was a good idea to wash dishes used in preparation before the meal instead of waiting to wash all
the dishes after the meal.

Sample Answer: Washing the dishes they use to make the meal before the meal has two main benefits: The kitchen was
clean when the company came and cleaning up afterwards is easier if the preparation dishes are already clean.
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Ted’s Time - Discussion Questions
Choosing Recipes for a Meal
1. Ted and his mom decided what they were going to eat when they were at the store. Explain why making the choice
at that point can lead to buying things you don’t really need or getting home and finding you need something you
didn’t buy.

Sample Answer: If you don’t decide what you are going to eat until you get to the store, you might have to buy things you
already have at home because you do not remember for sure what you have at home or you might not remember all the
ingredients of a recipe, so you don’t buy everything you need.

Understanding Costs of Personal Hygiene Products
2. Ted’s mom wanted him to change deodorant because his is expensive. Go to a local store and find out the range of
deodorant prices so you know how much expensive deodorant costs.
Answers will vary.

Keeping Hands in Appropriate Places When in Public
3. Explain why Ted’s mom did not like him smelling his armpits in public.
Sample Answer: It is not considered socially appropriate to put your hands in your armpits in public. Doing so tends to
make people around you uncomfortable.

Guessing People’s Ages
4. Working with a partner, guess the ages of ten people in a magazine (or in photos from somewhere else). For each
person, explain how you chose an age.
Answers will vary.

Understanding Puberty and Aging
5. Think about the older man in the red shirt, green pants, and orange shoes. Why did his wrinkles make Mrs. Wilson
think he was older than 40?

Sample Answer: As a rule, the older you get, the more wrinkles you get in your skin. Mrs. Wilson must have thought he
had more wrinkles than a person would have by age 40.

Identifying Ethnic Foods
6. Ted decided he was hungry for Italian food. Besides lasagna, name three other Italian food choices he could have
made.

Sample Answer: spaghetti, pizza, and ravioli

Recognizing Common Baking Ingredients
7. Ted made fun of his sister for asking if the turkey and cheese tray was going into the lasagna. What are three
ingredients that do go into lasagna?

Sample Answer: lasagna noodles, hamburger, and cottage cheese.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Reading Food Preparation Charts
8. On the Internet, find a chart for cooking turkeys of different weights. Print the chart. At the bottom of the page,
complete this sentence: I would cook a 12.7 pound unstuffed turkey for about ____ hours at ____ degrees.
Answers will vary, but should be close to 3 ½ hours at 325º.

Understanding Cooking and Baking Words
9. Ted told Tina to boil the noodles. Explain what it means to “boil” something.
Sample Answer: When you boil something, you usually cook it on a burner in very hot, bubbling water.

Using a Globe
10. The older man in the red shirt, green pants, and orange shoes used a globe to show the winner where she was
going. Find Spain on a globe.

Answer: Student should point to Spain on a globe.

Recognizing Slang
11. Ted and his mom got a veggie tray. For what word is the word “veggie” slang?
Answer: vegetable

Knowing Parent and Baby Animal Names
12. Ted called the kitten a little cat, but Tina wasn’t sure if he was talking about a cat or a kitten. Work with a partner
to list five animal family names. Include father, mother, and baby.

Sample Answer: bull, cow, calf; billy goat, nanny, kid; lion, lioness, and cub; buck or stag, doe, fawn; drake, duck,
duckling
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Future Plans - Discussion Questions
Summarizing Movies and TV Shows
1. Working with a partner, tell each other about a movie or TV show you have seen recently.
Answers will vary.

Noticing Changing Moles
2. Explain what Katie meant when she said, “She should have gone to a doctor sooner. Then she might not have died.”
Sample Answer: Katie was talking about a girl in a movie who died because she had a mole that was changing and she
did not go to a doctor when she first noticed it.

Using Dew Levels to Predict Rain
3. Explain why Katie’s shoes were all wet.
Sample Answer: She walked through grass that was heavy with dew.

Knowing Your Mother’s Maiden Name
4. What is your mother’s maiden name?
Answers will vary.

Knowing Recent U.S. Presidents
5. Name the current and last U.S. presidents.
Answers will change as new presidents are elected.

Understanding the Four Seasons
6. Identify your favorite season and explain why you like it best.
Answers will vary.

Knowing Holiday Dates and Traditions
7. Choose a holiday and describe your family traditions on that holiday.
Answers will vary.

Recognizing Famous People
8. For one of their bulletin boards, Katie and LaDee chose 25 famous people who had helped others. Name one
person you would suggest adding to the bulletin board.
Answers will vary.

Recognizing Geographical Differences
9. In a list of geographical differences, how would the area where you live be listed?
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Making Choices When Pregnant
10. Explain why pregnant women should have regular check-ups with a doctor.
Sample Answer: Pregnant women should have regular check-ups so possible problems are found early and have the
best chance of being solved.

Understanding How to Practice Safe Sex
11. Explain one problem that can arise if you do not practice safe sex.
Sample Answer: You could get a disease.

Sorting Land Types
12. Name three mountains found in the U.S.
Sample Answer: Rocky Mountains, Appalachian Mountains, Sierra Nevadas

Future Plans

121

Volume
Volume22••Story
StoryX1

Can You Smell Those CDs? - Discussion Questions
Saying Thanks (Orally and in Writing)
1. Alfie thanked Jenna for saying his shirt looked nice. He thought “Yes! She likes it!” But, all he said was “Thanks.” Do
you think he should have said all that he was thinking?

Sample Answer: No, you do not have to say everything you are thinking. And, in this case, all of his thoughts would have
made him seem too eager for her approval.

Dealing with Stress
2. Say you are stressed because you have a lot of homework to do. What would you do to feel less stressed?
Sample Answer: I would start on the homework right away so that I do not feel so overwhelmed.

Accepting Compliments
3. Jenna complimented Alfie on his song choices He just smiled. Do you think that was a good response? Explain.
Sample Answer: A smile was fine, but it would have been nice to also say “Thanks.”

Being Sensitive to Others
4. Do you think Jenna was sensitive to Alfie’s frustration? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes. She kept trying to help him even though she didn’t necessarily believe him.

Reacting to Others’ Moods
5. When Kara came into math class, she was very upset. How did Jenna react to Kara’s mood?
Sample Answer: Jenna reached out to her by asking her what was wrong.

Dealing with Conflict
6. Throwing his backpack wasn’t very nice. What could Alfie have done that would have been better?
Sample Answer: He could have handed his backpack to Jenna and said, “Maybe I’m missing it. Have a look.”

Following Through
7. Explain why Kara’s art teacher thought Kara had failed to “follow through.”
Sample Answer: Kara’s art teacher thinks that Kara did not complete her final project since she did not have it to turn in.

Understanding Nonverbal Communication
8. At the beginning of the story, Jenna knew Alfie didn’t have the CD before Alfie said he couldn’t find it. How did
nonverbal communication tell Jenna what was going on?

Sample Answer: Jenna saw him searching and not finding as well as biting his lips and frowning.

Identifying Smells
9. There was no wet pain in Alfie’s backpack, so why did his backpack smell like paint? Use the words “newly-dried” in
your answer.

Sample Answer: Like wet paint, newly-dried paint also has a strong smell.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using Manners in Conversations
10. In the story, Alfie said “Did you think I couldn’t see? I know it isn’t there.” Do you think this comment was an
example of poor manners? Explain.

Having Good Attendance
11. How did good attendance lead to the problem in the story?
Sample Answer: Both Alfie and Jenna went to the before and after school track team meetings.

Choosing Clothes that Look Nice on You
12. What is one way that you would know a shirt does not look nice on you?
Sample Answer: Some friends quietly tell you it does not look good.
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Playing Checkers - Discussion Questions
Scoring Sports
1. When the boys were watching the World Series, a player hit a grand slam. How many points does a grand slam
score?

Answer: four

Dealing with Death
2. Explain why losing his grandfather made Dan bowl badly and not pay attention to the World Series.
Sample Answer: Losing a loved one can shock your system so you aren’t yourself and it takes time to get back to normal.

Knowing Your Neighbors
3. Write the first and last names of your closest neighbors. At least, include the neighbors who live on either side of
you.

Answers will vary.

Talking to Bereaved Friends and Relatives
4. Dan’s grandfather was his great aunt’s brother. She talked about fun things she and her brother did as kids. Why is
such talk helpful when a person dies?

Sample Answer: Talking about good memories helps to celebrate the life of the person who died and is comforting to
those who cared about the person.

Giving People Enough Physical Space
5. Dan’s great uncle stood too close to Dan. Dan backed up, but didn’t say anything. Do you think he did the right
thing?

Sample Answer: Yes, Dan did the right thing. Since his great uncle is older and has just had a loss, he probably did not
realize he was invading Dan’s space and it might have upset and/or confused him if Dan tried to explain it.

Introducing Others
6. Working with a team of two or three others, take turns introducing one person to another as if they did not know
each other. For the person you are introducing, make sure to include first and last names as well as some short
description that gives a sense of how you know the person or something in which the person is interested.
Answers will vary.

Using an ATM Machine
7. Make a list of at least three locations of ATM machines near where you live.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Asking for Reading Help if Needed
8. Dan doesn’t ask for reading help very often. Even though he has struggled to read, he can usually figure out most
words and meanings on his own. Do you think he should have worked harder to figure out the obituary on his
own? Explain.

Sample Answer: No, it was fine to ask his brother to read it. His brother is a safe person to ask, and Dan’s reading troubles
were probably heightened since he was sad.

Understanding the Nature of Illnesses
9. Dan’s grandfather died from complications of diabetes. Explain how diabetes kills people.
Sample Answer: Diabetes prevents the body from using food properly and it leads to organ failures.

Understanding Common Illnesses and Diseases
10. Explain how you would know that you should go to the doctor and be checked for strep throat.
Sample Answer: You should be checked for strep throat if you know people who have strep throat and then you get a
sore throat.

Understanding Types of Doctors
11. Look on the Internet and find out the formal name for a heart doctor.
Answer: cardiologist

Understanding Puberty and Aging
12. Lizzie, Dan, and Ben are siblings. They are ages 10, 14, and 1 8. Which of them do you think have gone through
puberty? Explain.

Sample Answer: Lizzie has most likely not gone through puberty since she is only 1 0. At 14, Dan might or might not
have gone through puberty. He probably hasn’t since most boys do not go through puberty that young. Ben is 18 and
has most likely gone through puberty since most boys do by that age. However, a small percentage of boys don’t reach
puberty until they are in their early 20s.
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Watch Me! - Discussion Questions
Asking a Person for a Date
1. During math class, Alfie decided he was going to ask Jenna for a date. But, he didn’t ask her until he was alone with
her after class. Explain why waiting was a wise choice.

Sample Answer: It is almost always a good idea to request a date in private rather than in a group setting.

Finding Fun Activities that Are Inexpensive or Free
2. What inexpensive or free fun activities are talked about in the story?
Answer: picnic, hiking, watching movies on TV

Planning a Picnic
3. If you were planning a picnic, what would you have to eat?
Answers will vary.

Taking Part in Leisure Activities
4. The picnic was on a warm sunny day. If you were Alfie or Jenna, what would you wear to the picnic?
Answers will vary.

Using Proper Eating Manners
5. Alfie put the ham, cheese, and bread on plates. He and Jenna ate the chunks with toothpicks. Do you think this set
up would work with proper eating manners?

Sample Answer: Yes, they could very easily use manners to nibble at their picnic lunch with their toothpicks.

Understanding the Importance of Washing Your Hands
6. Work with a partner. List five situations where you should wash your hands.
Sample Answer: before eating, after playing with a pet, before dressing in a white dress or pants, after peeling potatoes,
after dusting the furniture

Understanding Costs of Owning a Car
7. Working with a partner, find common costs (dollar amounts) of owning a car, such as gas, oil changes, car washes,
tune-ups, and insurance. Either check online or call local businesses and
Answers will vary.

Using the Freezer to Keep Non-Freezer Foods Fresh
8. Explain why Jenna’s cookies were in the freezer instead of in a cookie jar.
Sample Answer: They will stay fresh longer in the freezer.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using a Newspaper
9. Look at a paper or online version of a local newspaper. Describe the details of an activity that is reported in the
paper and which you think would be enjoyable.
Answers will vary.

Using a TV Program Guide
10. In writing, explain how to use the TV program guide that is available on your TV through your TV service.
Answers will vary.

Programming a VCR or DVD Player
11. Work with a partner. Explain to each other how you can record a movie at your house.
Answers will vary.

Summarizing Movies and TV Shows
12. Work with a partner. Choose a movie your partner hasn’t seen and give him or her a summary of the movie.
Answers will vary.
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Family Works - Discussion Questions
Planning to Remember Birthdays of Friends and Relatives
1. Make a plan that you can use to remember the birthdays of your friends and relatives.
Answers will vary.

Telling Jokes
2. The characters in this story did a lot of joking and teasing. Describe one such comment and explain what it meant
and why it was funny.

Sample Answer: Ben called Dan a guinea pig because Dan used him to send a sample greeting card to. It is funny
since being used as a guinea pig can suggest that it would be OK if bad things happen to you since guinea pigs aren’t
important.

Sending Greeting Cards
3. Short notes add a nice personal touch to greeting cards. Choose five people to whom you might send a greeting
card. Write a short note for each card.
Answers will vary.

Writing a Friendly Letter
4. Choose someone who matters to you and write a personal letter to that person. Make sure your letter is at least a
half of a page long.
Answers will vary.

Using a Confident Voice
5. Work with a partner. Take turns using a confident voice and a shy voice to repeat some of the joking and teasing
lines from the story.
Answers will vary.

Using Eye Contact
6. Work with a partner. One of you share all you know about Ben. The other share all you know about Dan. As you talk,
use eye contact.

Answers will vary, but make sure students are using eye contact as they talk.

Knowing Personal Facts
7. Work with a partner. Create a form that calls for at least ten personal facts. Do not include personal facts that need
to remain private, such as a social security number. Trade with your partner and fill in each other’s forms.

Answers will vary, but will likely include facts such as first name, last name, middle initial, street address, city, state, zip,
county, country, Birth date, e-mail address, and phone number.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Knowing Your Mother’s Maiden Name
8. Explain why people never ask for your father’s maiden name.
Sample Answer: Women get maiden names when they marry and take a man’s name. As a rule, men keep their last
names when they marry, so they have no dropped last names, and hence, no “maiden” names.

Identifying Your Hair as Oily or Dry
9. Would you call your hair oily or dry? Why?
Sample Answer: I would call my hair dry since it always looks dry and my scalp gets very flaky and dry.

Managing Your Mail
10. People often throw their junk mail away. Why should you look at each piece before throwing it away?
Sample Answer: Keeping in mind that junk mail is actually mail that is advertising products and services, you should
look at each piece since you might be interested in one of the products or services.

Making Restaurant Reservations
11. Use the information in the story to create a written version of the reservation that Ben made at Winkies’
restaurant.

Sample Answer: My name is Ben Ward and I would like to make a reservation for 12 at 6:00 tonight. It’s a special
celebration for my grandmother’s birthday.

Reading Menus
12. The Winkies’ menu includes a section called “For the Sweet Tooth.” What do you think that section includes?
Answer: desserts
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Playing Games - Discussion Questions
Dealing with Job Issues
1. Do you think Cork should have stayed with the piles in the state bin so that the shipper did not pick up the wrong
piles? Explain.

Sample Answer: No, Cork should have been able to go on with his work and not have to guard the state bin against coworker sabotage.

Showing a Positive Attitude
2. he meaning of this statement: Whether positive or negative, your attitude at work is contagious.
Sample Answer: Coworkers tend to join together both to complain as well as to accept situations without complaining.
So, when others complain or talk positively, others are likely to join in.

Communicating with Fellow Employees
3. Do you think Cork should work hard to convince Lou to be a better employee? Explain.
Sample Answer: No. Cork should just do his job well and try to stay clear of Lou since Lou is already very negative and not
likely to listen to a young guy with long-hair.

Controlling Emotional Reactions
4. Explain how Cork took hold of his emotions and stopped himself from complaining.
Sample Answer: When Mr. Beeth first said he needed people to work that afternoon, Cork started to say that he had
friends coming over and couldn’t work. But, he caught himself and stopped the complaint.

Leaving a Message on a Machine
5. Working with a partner, take turns playing the parts of Cork and one of Cork’s friends. Roleplay leaving the
message when Cork called from work.

Answers will vary, but all messages should include the information that Cork needs to move the game time from noon to
a time after 2:00.

Sending an E-Mail
6. Write an e-mail that Cork might have sent to one of his friends from work when he learned that he would not be
home by noon.

Answers will vary, but the e-mail should include the information that Cork needs to move the game time from noon to a
time after 2:00.

Providing Quality Work
7. Do you think Cork and Lou both tried to provide quality work most of the time?
Sample Answer: No. Cork tried to provide quality work all of the time, and Lou did not care at all about providing quality
work.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using Mailing and Shipping Services
8. Say you want to ship a two-pound package. Explain where you would take it and how much it would cost.
Answers will vary.

Spelling the Days of the Week Correctly
9. Write the names of the days of the week. Make sure to spell them all correctly.
Answer: Any order: Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday

Addressing an Envelope
10. Get a standard small envelope and a standard letter-sized envelope. Address each envelope to a friend. Use your
information for the return address.

Answers will vary, but all addresses and return addresses should be properly placed on the envelopes.

Working in a Group
11. When you work in a group, it is usually nice to make friends with some members of the group. When you are new
on the job, how can you tell which members to be friends with?

Sample Answer: Watch and listen for a little while. Then, make friends with the people who think most like you do.

Paying Attention to Written Notes and Signs
12. Describe a situation where it would be helpful for you to leave a note or sign for a member of your family.
Answers will vary.
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Sweet Moments - Discussion Questions
Getting Along with a Roommate
1. Do you think you can both have a fight with a roommate and get along with a roommate?
Sample Answer: Yes, people can fight, work through the problem, and still get along.

Handling Peer Pressure
2. Explain how Kara handled the peer pressure Jenna put on her.
Sample Answer: Jenna tried to talk Jenna into going shopping by suggesting that only a loser or fun-hater would choose
not to go. Kara handled the peer pressure by sticking to her guns and going to the meeting as planned.

Being Socially Aware
3. Would you say that Jenna and Kara were socially aware girls? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, I would say they were socially aware girls since they were both upset about the fight between them.

Planning a Surprise
4. Explain how Jenna was able to keep Kara from knowing about the surprise meal.
Sample Answer: It was easy for Jenna to keep Kara from knowing about the surprise meal since Kara was gone all day.

Apologizing Gracefully
5. Do you think Jenna apologized gracefully? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, I do think Jenna apologized gracefully since she was kind and sincere about it.

Having a Conversation
6. One thing you can say about Jenna and Kara is that they never stopped talking. Explain how their angry
conversation was still better than no conversation.

Sample Answer: Even though they did not agree, they both knew what the other person was thinking.

Using Your Teeth Properly
7. Why was it a bad idea for Kara to carry her shampoo bottle with her teeth?
Sample Answer: She could have broken a tooth.

Breathing as a Way to Deal with Pain or Anger
8. Describe a time when you were either in so much pain or so angry that slow breathing might have helped.
Answers will vary.

Finding a Book in the Library
9. Say you go into a library you have never been to before. What is the quickest way you could find the section of
shelves with the cookbooks?

Sample Answer: Ask one of the librarians for help.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using an Index
10. Explain how an index and a table of contents are different.
Sample Answer: An index is in the back of a book and includes an ABC listing of all significant terms and names in the
book. A table of contents is in the front of a book and it includes a general outline of the topics in the book in the order
that they are presented in the book.

Putting Batteries in Correctly
11. Explain how Jenna knew for sure she had gotten the blender batteries in correctly.
Sample Answer: She knew for sure the batteries were in correctly when the blender started to work.

Reading a Thermometer
12. Kara heated the syrup and sugar mixture to 240ºF. Explain what the “F” means.
Sample Answer: Fahrenheit, which is a temperature scale widely used in the U.S. It is much hotter than boiling water.
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Fair Meetings - Discussion Questions
Interacting in the Community
1. Explain how the Wards interacted in the community in this story.
Sample Answer: The Wards interacted in the community by going to the Spring Street Fair and talking to others.

Knowing People at School
2. Lizzie saw her school principal at the fair. Who is your school principal?
Answers will vary.

Knowing Your Neighbors
3. Draw a map of the area right around your home. Write the names of some of your neighbors on the map.
Answers will vary.

Showing Public Courtesy
4. Would you say that Mr. Fye showed courtesy? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, he was courteous when he took time to talk to Lizzie and Mrs. Morris at the fair. It was courteous of
him to flip into his work role during his personal time.

Waiting in Line Calmly
5. Say you have to wait in a line for an hour. What could you do to make the wait not seem so long?
Sample Answer: I would text with my friends.

Showing Family Loyalty
6. Give an example of family loyalty that you have seen in your family or in a friend’s family.
Answers will vary.

Talking to Bereaved Friends and Relatives
7. Say you are talking to friend who has just had a friend or relative die. Explain why sharing a good memory of the
person who has died can help your friend feel better.

By sharing a good memory, you focus on a more positive time and give the sad person something to smile about for a
moment.

Planning Around Daylight Saving Time
8. Explain why Ben was late for working in the food stand but Keith was on time.
Sample Answer: Ben forgot to set his clocks ahead one hour for Daylight Saving Time, and Keith remembered to do it.

Knowing Basis for Voting Decisions
9. What is one difference between being conservative and being liberal?
Sample Answer: Conservatives want to preserve existing values. Liberals want to look for benefits of change.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Understanding About Candidates and Voting
10. How can you decide which of two candidates to vote for?
Sample Answer: Listen to each of them talk and/or read statements from each of them. Then, decide with which one
you most agree.

Using an Electronic Voting Machine
11. Say an electronic voting machine screen has an arrow at the bottom of the screen pointing to the left. What does
the arrow probably mean?

Sample Answer: If you touch the arrow, you will go back to the previous screen.

Understanding Special Needs Assistance Options
12. Dan Ward has trouble reading. How do you think he should deal with voting?
Sample Answer: He should get a sample ballot ahead of time so he can study it and make his decisions. He should take
the completed sample ballot with him when he votes. Then, if he needs more help, he should ask one of the voting
officials for help.
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Where’s My Homework? - Discussion Questions
Making Friends
1. Say it is the beginning of the school year and you do not know anyone in your class. What is the first thing you
would do to try and make friends in your class?

Sample Answer: I would start by talking to people in the class and listening to what they have to say so I could find
people with whom I have a connection.

Making Leisure Choices
2. Alfie wanted to play putt-putt golf even though he thought he would lose to Tom. Can you think of something you
like to do for fun even if you aren’t the best at it? Explain.

Sample Answer: I’m not a very good bowler, but I still think it is fun. I try to knock as many pins down as possible, but I
don’t get upset if I don’t do well.

Giving Compliments
3. Explain why it was a compliment for Alfie to call Tom “Super Putter.”
Sample Answer: By calling Tom “Super Putter,” Alfie was saying that Tom was really good at putt-putt golf.

Accepting Compliments
4. Alfie makes a comment about Tom being able to win in putt-putt golf, and Tom says, “Sounds good!” Read back
over that part of the story and see if you think Tom was accepting compliments gracefully, being conceited, or
ignoring the compliment.
Sample Answer: Tom just ignored the compliment and called to make a reservation.

Making Leisure Choices from the Newspaper
5. Explain how the newspaper helped Alfie and Tom make a leisure choice.
Sample Answer: Alfie read in the newspaper about the free golf at the ice rink grand opening so the two boys decided to
go ice-skating.

Apologizing Gracefully
6. What did Mr. Wong apologize to Alfie about?
Sample Answer: For making him think that he had lost his homework.

Using a Planner
7. Explain why Tom looked in his planner when Alfie asked him if he wanted to go ice-skating.
Sample Answer: Tom keeps is schedule in his planner, and he was checking to see if he was free tomorrow. Using a
Planner

Using a Calendar to Keep a Schedule
8. List five things that you might put on a calendar so you remember the dates.
Sample Answer: friends’ birthdays, homework, haircuts, work schedule, study group plans
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Discussion Questions, continued
Getting a Birth Certificate
9. Explain why you should be very careful about carrying a birth certificate around with you.
Sample Answer: A birth certificate is a legal document that proves your identity. Someone else could take your birth
certificate and use it to steal your identity.

Knowing Parts of a Routine Physical
10. Alfie’s sports’ physical will be a lot like a regular check-up. What should he expect the doctor and/or nurse to do at
his physical?

Sample Answer: Listen to his heart and lungs, check his reflexes, check his blood pressure and heart rate, take a blood
test, and take a simple blood test

Understanding and Following Your Cell Phone Plan
11. Explain how Alfie racked up $15 in cell phone charges without knowing it.
Sample Answer: He was calling directory assistance and didn’t realize that he had to pay extra for each of the calls.

Understanding Utility Bills
12. Why did Mrs. Ennis ask Alfie if he wanted to pay the utility bills?
Sample Answer: By leaving the faucet dripping and the lights on, he is unnecessarily increasing two utility bills: the
water bill and the electric bill.
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Weddings and Work - Discussion Questions
Dealing with Criticism
1. Mrs. Rice was upset when she saw that Dan was not done recording his message. Do you think Dan should have
told her that he doesn’t always work at that pace?

Sample Answer: No, since he had a good excuse for taking so long, he was wise to address the problem and just ignore
the criticism.

Listening to Others’ Opinions
2. Do you think Dan was actually listening to Lizzie’s opinions about weddings? Explain.
Sample Answer: He was definitely listening since he realized that she was really interested in weddings. On the other
hand, he wasn’t listening enough to encourage her to share anything about her opinions.

Interviewing for a Job
3. What would you wear to an interview at a burger place?
Sample Answer: nice pants and a somewhat dressy shirt

Sending an E-mail
4. Is it expensive for Dan to e-mail with a friend who lives in a different country? Explain.
Sample Answer: No, e-mailing is not expensive and it doesn’t cost anymore to e-mail with someone

Showing Country Loyalty
5. Explain how Dan showed loyalty to the U.S. when he was e-mailing with Ander.
Sample Answer: He explained that the U.S. troops were meant to help, not to control other people.

Understanding Jokes
6. Dan made a joke about penguins without eyes being all inky. Explain what Dan meant.
Sample Answer: He was using “eyes” to stand for the letter “i” but made Ander think he was talking about “eyes” since he
was talking instead of writing. Then, he removed the “i” from penguins to get pen-guns to suggest a gun that shoots ink
for pens.

Adjusting Ring Sizes
7. How would you change the size of a ring?
Sample Answer: I would take it to a jeweler to have a professional do it.

Understanding the 3-Day Right to Rescind a Contract
8. Aunt Sue’s fiancé had to sign a contract when he bought her a diamond ring. The contract said that he could

not return the ring. He backed out of the contract the very next day. Explain how the situation could have been
different if he had decided to return the ring two weeks later.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Preparing to Get Married
9. Explain how different weddings can require different amounts of work.
Sample Answer: A fancy wedding with a lot of guests would be a lot more work than a simple wedding with only a few
guests.

Planning a Vacation
10. What time of year would you like to take a vacation and where would you go?
Answers will vary, but should include both a time of year and a location.

Knowing When and How to Use Travelers Checks
11. Aunt Sue and her new husband are going to take travelers checks on their honeymoon. Why do you think they
would want to take them?

Sample Answer: They are a safe way of traveling with cash since you can be reimbursed if they are lost or stolen.

Listening to an Interviewer
12. Use examples from the story to explain how listening carefully to an interviewer can help a person know what to
say in an interview.

Sample Answer: Dan knew to tell Mrs. Rice that he had experience cleaning since Mrs. Rice said that he would have to
make sure the tables are clean. Also, Dan knew to tell Mrs. Rice his work goals when she asked him how long he thought
he would work at Betsy’s Burgers.
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The Dirty-Fingernail Bandit - Discussion Questions
Understanding the Nature of Illnesses
1. Explain why Mrs. Ward thought Dan’s fever should be low when she came home.
Sample Answer: Because he had taken drugs to make it go down.

Knowing Where to Turn for Advice
2. Do you think it was a good idea for Ben to call his mom when he wanted medicine for Dan? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, calling his mom was a good idea since he knew his mom would have good advice.

Asking a Pharmacist for Advice
3. What knowledge do pharmacists have that most people do not have?
Sample Answer: Pharmacists know how all the different drugs work and which ones will best help with which illnesses.

Zigzagging Through a Crowd
4. Explain why Ben had to zigzag in the store instead of walking straight.
Sample Answer: The store was so crowded that he would have bumped into people if he had walked straight. By
zigzagging, he could dodge the different people.

Listening Actively
5. Explain how listening actively is different from just listening.
Sample Answer: Active listeners try to show an interest and learn more about what the person is thinking and saying.
Regular listening simply listens without trying to show much interest or learn more.

Taking Part in Leisure Activities
6. What do you think Ben, Dan, and Cork wear for shoes when they play soccer?
Sample Answer: sports shoes with spikes

Keeping Your Fingernails Clean and Trimmed
7. How can you tell that Dan usually kept his fingernails clean?
Sample Answer: Every time he saw his fingernails were dirty, he cleaned them.

Reading Medicine Labels
8. When you are reading medicine labels, how can you know if something like “oseltamivir phosphate” will help you?
Sample Answer: Ask a pharmacist or research that ingredient yourself.

Reading Non-Edible Product Labels
9. Look at a product label from something that you do not eat or drink. List three types of information given on the
label.

Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Giving Medical Histories
10. How would you answer this question on a medical history form: Have you ever been in the hospital? If so, explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, I was in the hospital when I had pneumonia as a little kid, but I don’t remember it.

Filling or Refilling a Prescription
11. Where would you go to fill a prescription?
Answers will vary, but should be in the local area and should be a business that includes a pharmacy.

Taking Medication on Time
12. Say you had to take a pill three times a day while awake. At what times would you take it?
Sample Answer: 8:00 a.m.; 3:00 p.m., and 10:00 p.m.
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We ♥ New York - Discussion Questions
Knowing Your Height and Weight
Describe the types of clothes that you think look best on you. 1. What would you put in the height and
weight boxes on the form at the new store?
Answers will vary.

Knowing Your Clothing and Shoe Sizes
2. What would you put in the shoe-size box, pants-size box, and shirt-size box on the form at the new store?
Answers will vary, but should include a shoe size, pants size, and shirt size.

Knowing Personal Facts
3. How would you answer this question: How do you spend your days?
Sample Answer: During the week, I go to school, I go to soccer practice, and I go home. On weekends, I go to movies and
out dancing with my friends, I do chores at home, and I do my homework.

Choosing Clothes that Look Nice on You
4. Describe the types of clothes that you think look best on you.
Answers will vary.

Choosing Comfortable Clothes
5. Describe a type of clothing that you find to be comfortable.
Answers will vary.

Knowing Left and Right
6. Work with a partner. Take turns performing each role. Role #1: Randomly call “left” and “right.” Role #2: When you
hear “left,” raise your left arm. When you hear “right,” raise your right arm.

Answer: Students should raise their left and right arms as requested by their partners.

Buying an Airline Ticket Online
7. Finding a site on the Internet where you could go to buy an airline ticket.
Answers will vary.

Addressing a Problem with a Purchase
8. Do you think Judy should have sewed a button on instead of taking the shirt back to the store? Explain.
Sample Answer: No, she was right to take the shirt back. It had fancy buttons, so she probably would not have been able
to match it. And, besides, a new shirt should have all of its buttons. The only exception is if it had been on a super sale.
Then you might decide to replace the buttons yourself.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Keeping Clothes from Shrinking
9. What did Judy mean when she said that she always washed her “outer” clothes in cold water?
Sample Answer: She meant all of her clothes except for her underwear.

Considering Weather when Packing
10. What would you tell someone to pack if her or she were coming to visit you today?
Answers will vary.

Using a Calendar as a Reminder to Pay Bills
11. Some people say that using a calendar as a reminder to pay bills is a silly crutch. What do you think?
Sample Answer: I think it is a crutch, but a sensible one, not a silly one

Marking Bills Paid
12. Judy paid her bill online without ever printing it out. Why do you think she printed out the “paid” receipt?
Sample Answer: She printed out a receipt so she had proof of payment in case there was ever a question.
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To Grandmother’s House We Go - Discussion Questions
Knowing Left and Right
1. Explain how you know which hand is your right hand and which is your left hand.
Sample Answer: I can always remember that I write with my right hand and reach for things with my right hand, so I
know which hand that is. And, I know that the other hand is my left hand.

Knowing the Area Where You Live
2. Jenna picked Kara up at her house. Then, they ran a couple errands near Kara’s house. Do you think Kara knew her
way around? Explain.

Sample Answer: Yes, it was clear she knew her way around since she could easily tell Jenna where to turn.

Identifying Nearby Cities
3. Say you were going to visit a location that was about 12 miles from where you live. Identify such a location.
Answers will vary, but should be a location about 12 miles from the student’s home.

Knowing Your Area Code and Phone Number
4. Write your phone number with the area code.
Answers will vary.

Recognizing Important Information
5. Readers are likely to wonder if Kara and Tom will keep dating. What is one piece of information that would be
important for readers who are wondering about this situation?

Sample Answer: Tom and Kara were holding hands during the movie.

Getting Enough Sleep
6. How many hours of sleep do you get each night, and is it enough sleep?
Answers will vary, but a student is only getting enough sleep if he or she is sleeping at least seven hours per night.

Scheduling Errands
7. List five different errands that you or your family typically works into your daily lives.
Sample Answer: dropping off dry cleaning, stopping at the bank, picking up medication, getting a few things at the
grocery store, returning a previous purchase

Knowing and Following Driving Rules
8. Explain why it was a wise choice on Jenna’s part to go around the block instead of quickly turning into the parking
lot.

Sample Answer: Clearly, Jenna did not think she could slow down in time to turn safely into the parking lot. When
driving, it is always a wise move to choose the safest option.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Having Well Check-Ups
9. In the movie, the girl was having a well check-up. Explain what a well check-up is.
Sample Answer: A well check-up is when you go to the doctor when you aren’t sick just to make sure everything is OK.

Asking a Pharmacist for Advice
10. It often helps to ask pharmacists for advice about medication. Where can you find a pharmacist to ask?
Sample Answer: at a drugstore or at a pharmacy counter in a department or grocery store

Taking Medication Safely
11. Say the girl in the movie is planning to go to a slumber party on the second day that she needs to take the pills.
What do you think she should do about the party?

Sample Answer: She should tell the person having the party that she will not be able to come.

Watching for Drug Side Effects
12. How do you think the girl in the movie will know if she is getting too much sun?
Sample Answer: She will start to get a rash.
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Summer Fun - Discussion Questions
Responding to Strengths and Weaknesses
1. Some of Dan and Alfie’s strength included having helped clean and fix things at home and being hard workers.
Say you were applying for a job as a helper for a building worker. What would you say were your strengths and
weaknesses for this job?
Answers will vary.

Knowing Personal Choices
2. If you could choose your favorite chore to do at home, which one would you choose?
Answers will vary.

Choosing to Have Fresh Breath
3. Explain what you can do to make sure you have fresh breath.
Sample Answer: Eat healthy foods and brush your teeth regularly.

Keeping Your Fingernails Clean and Trimmed
4. Explain how you can keep your fingernails clean on a regular basis.
Sample Answer: Wash your hands with soap several times a day. When you wash your hands, always check to make sure
your nails are clean.

Protecting Your Identity
5. Explain what it means to have someone steal your identity.
Sample Answer: If someone steals your identity, he or she is able to convince others that he or she is you. in order to
access your money or other assets.

Completing a Job Application
6. The application had a part that asked applicants to discuss any need for accommodations. Dan wrote that he had
trouble reading. Do you think he should have done that?

Sample Answer: It was fine to be up front about his reading problem so that his reading problem would not become an
issue later on.

Choosing Possible Jobs Through Help-Wanted Ads
7. Where would you look to find help-wanted ads featuring jobs for which you might actually apply?
Answers will vary, but could include a local newspaper or a local online job site.

Understanding Job Titles
8. Alfie and Dan are going to be “helpers.” Do you think they will have employees who report to them? Explain.
Sample Answer: No, the helpers will not have employees who report to them since the helpers will most likely e the
lowest-level employees.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Writing a Basic Résumé
9. The information you want a possible employer to see first should be at the top of your résumé. What information
would you put at the top of your résumé? Why?

Sample Answer: I would put my name and contact information at the top so an employer would remember my name
and how to get in touch with me.

Handling an Automated Phone System
10. Explain what happens in many automated phone systems when you push zero.
Sample Answer: Pushing zero often leads callers to a live person.

Sorting Societal Structures
11. Alfie was worried that someone would sell his school ID number to someone in another city or state. Name
another city and another state.

Answers will vary, but cannot be the city and state where the student lives.

Understanding Job Benefits
12. When Dan and Alfie started working at the school, they were pleased to keys to the soda machines so they could

have all the free soda they wanted while at work. What is another example of a benefit they might have received?

Sample Answer: They were allowed to use the weight room during their free time.
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Animal Games - Discussion Questions
Describing Yourself
1. Think about creating a game character to look as much like you as possible. You can choose hair color, hair length,

body type (such as tall and thin), glasses or no glasses, skin color, ear size, and clothing color. Describe the choices
you would make.
Answers will vary, but should address hair color, hair length, body type, glasses, skin color, ear size, and clothing color.

Knowing Your Body Parts
2. Draw a picture of yourself and label as many body parts as you can.
Answers will vary, but must include a drawing that at least appears human and that has some body parts labeled.

Evaluating Your Own Attitude
3. At the start of the game, Cinda’s attitude about the game didn’t allow for others to make moves against her. How
do you feel about playing games where your opponents do nasty things to you?

Sample Answer: I really don’t like to play games where people do nasty things to me, so I avoid such games.

Showing Self Control
4. When you are upset about something, what can you do to show self-control?
Answers will vary.

Understanding Your Values
5. Give an example of one of your values. Remember that values are ideas or customs that you consider to be
important.

Answers will vary.

Believing in Yourself (Work & Personal)
6. Describe a game or other fun activity that you are good at and explain how you know you are good at it.
Answers will vary, but should include both a game or activity student is good at and how student knows he or she is
good at it.

Differentiating Between Relative Traits
7. Would you say your hair is short, medium, or long?
Answers will vary, but should be “short,” “medium,” or “long.”

Differentiating Between Wild and Tame Animals
8. Which of the animals in the story are tame animals?
Answer: pig and rabbit (unless it is a wild rabbit)
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Discussion Questions, continued
Choosing Correct Battery Sizes
9. Explain the difference in size between an AA battery and a D battery.
Sample Answer: An AA battery is much smaller around than is a D battery. They are about the same in length.

Making Assumptions
10. Work with a partner. Take turns completing this statement about your partner: I assume you…. Make three
assumptions about your partner.

Answers will vary.

Anticipating Consequences
11. To play the computer game in the story well, you would have to be able to anticipate the consequences of all

your actions. What do you think would be the consequence of answering your cell phone in the middle of the
game?

Sample Answer: My character would have probably suffered while the other characters were busy trying to get ahead.

Reading Symbols and Icons
12. What do you think this symbol would mean in a computer game?
Sample Answer: I can choose to go in three different directions.
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Old Enough - Discussion Questions
Knowing How Current Events Relate to You
1. Jenna, Alfie, Bart, and Kara all felt the state’s stand on school sports directly affected them. They thought sports
should be part of schools. How would you react if such a situation faced your school?
Answers will vary, but should include an opinion.

Naming Elected Officials
2. Name these elected officials: your state senator serving in your state; your state representative serving in your

state; your state senator serving in Washington D.C.; Your state representative serving in Washington D.C.; your
governor; the U.S. Vice President; The U.S. President.
Answers will vary, but should include the seven requested names.

Knowing Your Initials
3. Write your two-letter initials and your complete initials (three letters for most people with English names).
Sample Answer: Eg and Emg.

Knowing What You Will Do After High School
4. What do you plan to do during the year after you graduate from high school?
Answers will vary, but should involve a definite plan.

Filling Out Personal-Information Forms
5. Say you are filling out a form, and you come to this blank: Sex ______. What should you write in the blank?
Answers will vary, but should indicate male or female.

Completing a College/Trade School
6. Say you decide to go to a trade school after high school. What trade, or career, would you most like to study?
Answers will vary, but should include a trade for which a person typically prepares by attending a trade school.

Discussing Current Events
7. Work with a partner. Discuss at least two different current events.
Answers will vary.

Brainstorming with a Group
8. Work with three classmates. As a group, brainstorm a list of fun activities. Remember to write all ideas without
judging them.

Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Understanding Types of Taxes
9. One idea to save sports in the schools in the story is to raise income tax. Explain what “income tax” is and who
pays it.

Sample Answer: Income tax is a part of a working person’s income that is paid to the government.

Knowing Personal Choices
10. Do you think that school sports are important? Explain.
Answers will vary.

Following Neighborhood Guidelines
11. Do you have neighborhood guidelines where you live? Explain.
Sample Answer: Yes, we have neighborhood guidelines that say where we can park and how we have to keep our grass
mowed.

Knowing Where to Find Other Zip Codes
12. Find the zip codes for Okeene, OK, and Cornell, WI, and explain how you found them.
Answers will vary as to how students found the zip codes, but the zip codes should be
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Heelflip Mind Flop - Discussion Questions
Knowing When You Need Medical Help
1. Even though Olav was only 14, he decided that Dan needed medical help. Explain why Olav’s decision was right.
Sample Answer: Olav’s choice was right since he could see that Dan’s leg was bent wrong.

Breathing as a Way to Deal with Pain or Anger
2. Working with a partner, roleplay that a person is hurt and another person is helping the hurt person breathe. Take
turns so that you each have a chance to play each role.
Answers will vary.

Identifying Your Hair as Oily or Dry
3. Explain if your hair is oily or dry and how you know.
Sample Answer: I know my hair is dry since it feels dry and doesn’t get oily even if I don’t wash it for a week.

Enunciating Clearly
4. Near the end of the story, explain why Dan’s mom thought he wanted some butter.
Sample Answer: In his weak and tired state, Dan was slurring his words and “Getting better” sounded like “Get me butter.”

Watching for Drug Side Effects
5. How can you know if your reaction to a drug is a problem or not?
Sample Answer: You probably won’t know for sure until you talk to the doctor. If you think something doesn’t seem right,
you should call your doctor and ask about it.

Getting Enough Sleep
6. Too little sleep is unhealthy. And, so is too much sleep. Which is the doctor worried about in Dan’s case?
Answer: too much sleep

Responding to Emergencies
7. When Dan got hurt, explain why it was important for Olav to do two things at once (calling 911 and telling Dan to
breathe).

Sample Answer: Dan needed help right away, so Olav needed to call 911 right away. But, Dan was also in danger of
getting into more trouble by going into shock or hyperventilating, so Olav needed to try to help Dan breathe and stay
calm. Either just calling 911 or just trying to calm Dan down would have resulted in bigger problems for Dan.

Performing Basic First Aid
8. Explain why it was important that Olav not try to move Dan.
Sample Answer: If you do not know how to do it, moving a person with a broken bone can cause more serious injury.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Calling 911
9. If you were Olav, what would you have said when the 911 operator answered? (Make up any details you do not
know.)

Sample Answer: Hello, my name is Olav Dukas, and my friend has been hurt skateboarding at the park district skatepark.

Leaving a Message on a Machine
10. When he was trying to reach Dan’s parents, Olav left a message on the house phone at Dan’s house. If you were
Olav, what would you have said in the message?

Sample Answer: (You should leave a complete message in case they hear the message before you find them.) Message:
This is Olav Dukas. Dan was hurt skateboarding. It looks like his leg is broken. He is gong to the hospital in an
ambulance. The ambulance people said for you to meet Dan at the hospital.

Using Prescription Medication Properly
11. Why doesn’t the doctor want Dan to take more than six pain pills each day?
Sample Answer: More than six pills is likely to be more of the drug than Dan’s body can safely handle.

Understanding Types of Doctors
12. In the emergency room, Dan saw an orthopedic surgeon. What type of a doctor is an orthopedic surgeon?
Sample Answer: An orthopedic surgeon deals with problems with the muscles and bones.
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Fearing for Hearing - Discussion Questions
Enunciating Clearly
1. Why was Jake saying each word slowly while he was yelling?
Sample Answer: People have an easier time hearing words that are pronounced slowly and clearly. Such pronunciations
are especially helpful when people are trying to hear over noise.

Recognizing Noise Overload
2. Describe a time when you have experienced too much noise.
Answers will vary.

Using Appropriate Tones and Volume Levels
3. Using your memory, describe a situation where someone talked loudly and it was appropriate and a situation
where someone talked very softly and it was appropriate.
Answers will vary.

Evaluating Your Own Attitude
4. Jake’s attitude made him pretty sure the noise problem was not going to be solved fairly. What do you think your
attitude would have been if you had been in a similar situation?

Sample Answer: I would have figured I was going to lose my music privileges, so I would have had as bad or worse of an
attitude than Jake had.

Showing Self Control
5. Describe a time when you had to use self-control to stay calm.
Answers will vary.

Knowing Your Height and Weight
6. Write your height in feet and inches and your weight in pounds.
Answers will vary.

Protecting Your Ears from Loud Noises
7. Describe a time when you did something to protect your ears from a loud noise.
Answers will vary.

Expressing Self with Feeling Words
8. Jake said, “I already know it won’t be fair.” Without complaining, how could he have used feeling words to show
what he was thinking?

Sample Answer: He could have said, “I’m afraid I’m not going to like it.”

Fearing for Hearing

154

Volume
Volume22••Story
Story17
X

Discussion Questions, continued
Controlling Emotional Reactions
9. How well do you think Lizzie and Jake control their emotions with each other?
Sample Answer: They don’t control their emotions well at all. They are constantly bickering with each other.

Listening Actively
10. Work with a partner. Discuss a movie, TV show, or ball game. Use active listening by using phrases such as “Do you
mean” and “What I hear you saying.” If possible, videotape your discussion and share it with your classmates.

Answers will vary.

Projecting Needed Time for an Activity
11. Choose something you enjoy doing for fun and note about how much time you need for the activity.
Answers will vary, but should include both a leisure activity and an amount of time needed for the activity.

Knowing Family Relationships
12. Jake’s family was helping his mother’s mother with her garden. Explain who the parent of Jake’s cousins are.
Sample Answer: Jake’s cousins are the children of his mom’s brothers and/or sisters.
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It’s Your Life - Discussion Questions
Choosing to Have Fresh Breath
1. Lori took a mint to make her breath smell better. Things you eat can affect your breath. Work with a partner. Fold a
piece of paper in half lengthwise. On one side, make a list of foods that make your breath smell bad. On the other
side, make a list of foods that make your breath smell good.
Answers will vary.

Recognizing Proper Posture
2. Work with a partner. Take turns showing proper sitting and standing posture. When you think you have a posture
correct, ask your teacher to check it.

Answer: Sitting posture should include hips back in seat, feet flat on floor, and shoulders up and back. Standing posture
should include head up, shoulders back, stomach in, feet a few inches apart, and legs straight without locking knees.

Using Good Posture
3. Describe how you could watch TV and be comfortable and yet not have poor posture.
Sample Answer: I can watch TV stretched out on the carpet with a pillow.

Knowing What Type of Material You Like to Read or Watch
4. Make a list of books, movies, and/or TV shows that you like. Then, make a statement that describes the types of
things you like to read or watch.
Answer will vary.

Asking for Reading Help if Needed
5. Explain why it is important to ask for reading help if you do not understand what you are reading.
Sample Answer: If you do not understand what you are reading, you will miss information that you need. This situation
could lead to little or big problems.

Knowing Your Area Code and Phone Number
6. When Lori called the DVD company for help, she had to give her area code and phone number. What is your area
code and phone number?

Answers will vary, but must include both an area code and phone number.

Scoring Sports
7. One sport Cinda likes to watch is baseball. What is a typical final score for a baseball game?
Sample Answer: 6 to 5

Understanding a Warranty
8. Say Lori and Cinda had been unable to figure out what the warranty said about support. How could they have
found out about it?

Sample Answer: They could have called the company and asked questions.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Finding Appliance Repair Numbers and Addresses
9. Say you have a DVD player that is no longer covered by warranty. How could you find someone to fix it when it
breaks?

Sample Answer: I would ask other people or look in the yellow pages.

Understanding Jokes
10. Explain why it is a joke to call Cinda’s cousin “Andy.”
Sample Answer: It is a joke because his name isn’t “Andy,” and they just call him that because he looks like a famous
“Andy.”

Interpreting Idioms
11. What did Lori mean when she said that Cinda should be able to “kick back”?
Sample Answer: She meant that Cinda should be able to relax.

Separating Fact from Fiction
12. How do you know that this story is not based on fact?
Sample Answer: A movie could not change based on who is watching it and what those people are doing.
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She Said It - Discussion Questions
Handling Gossip
1. Explain how Jenna handles gossip.
Sample Answer: She tries to stop it by searching out the facts.

Recognizing Important Information
2. In the story, what is one important detail about pregnancy?
Sample Answer: A pregnant woman grows and has to get different clothes.

Knowing Personal Choices
3. Say you could either spend your summer babysitting a niece or nephew or you could spend it helping your uncle
on his farm. Which choice would you make and why?

Answers will vary, but should include both a choice and an explanation of the choice.

Knowing What You Will Do After High School
4. What do you plan to do after you get out of high school?
Answers will vary.

Understanding How to Practice Safe Sex
5. What does “safe sex” mean?
Sample Answer: It means to have sex in a way that prevents the possible spread of disease.

Understanding Your Values
6. How do you feel about taking part in gossip?
Answers will vary.

Making Conclusions About What You Hear
7. What mistaken conclusion did Kara make in the story?
Sample Answer: She concluded that Jade was pregnant when she heard Jade talking about a baby.

Handling Peer Pressure
8. How did Jenna handle the peer pressure from Kara and LaQuita to talk about Jade?
Sample Answer: Jenna stood her ground and said what she thought was right.

Dealing with Conflict
9. Jenna did not agree with Kara’s gossiping. How did Jenna deal with this conflict with her friend?
Sample Answer: She tried to talk her into not gossiping.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Dealing with Criticism
10. At the beginning of the story, how did Kara handle Jenna’s criticism?
Sample Answer: She ignored her some of the time and talked around her other times.

Making Choices When Pregnant
11. Describe a healthy diet for a pregnant woman.
Answers will vary, but should include ample fruits, vegetables, and grains and minimal sweets.

Understanding the Pregnancy Process and Related Issues
12. For how many months are most women pregnant?
Answer: nine months
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Food King - Discussion Questions
Completing a Job Application
1. On an application form, what would you write in the blank that says: Most recent employment?
Answers will vary, but should include only actual jobs students have held or a disclaimer about not having had any jobs
yet.

Requesting Adaptations/Accommodations
2. What, if any, adaptations would you request if you were taking a job as a grocery store stocker?
Answers will vary.

Asking for Reading Help if Needed
3. Work with a partner. Make a list of five situations where you might need reading help.
Answers will vary.

Knowing Personal Facts
4. Sit in a circle with your classmates. Take turns giving personal facts, such as your shoe sizes, your phone numbers,
and your middle names.
Answers will vary.

Protecting Your Identity
5. Explain why you need to protect your identity.
Sample Answer: You need to protect your identity because identity theft can ruin your credit rating, hurt your reputation,
and steal your money.

Believing in Yourself (Work & Personal)
6. Describe something that you believe you would be good at.
Answers will vary.

Differentiating Between Obvious Male and Female Names
7. Work with a partner. Fold a piece of paper in half lengthwise. Fill one side with names that are obviously male
names. Fill the other side with names that are obviously female names.
Answers will vary.

Setting and Following a Routine
8. Say you had Olav’s job. Explain the routine you would set up for Tuesday nights.
Sample Answer: I would come home, do my homework, eat dinner, and take a shower before leaving for work at 7:45.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Recognizing Colors in Your World
9. Work with a partner to make a list of at least five situations where color is used as an organizer.
Sample Answer: road signs, electrical wires, pills, caffeinated and decaffeinated coffees, TV hookups

Using Good Judgment When Talking to Strangers
10. Say you meet a stranger who is sitting by you at a ballgame. Identify two things you should not share with the
stranger.

Sample Answer: your computer passwords and some local people you really dislike.

Giving “How To” Directions
11. Work with a partner. Choose something you like to do. Give your partner “how to” directions for doing the activity.
Answers will vary.

Sending Greeting Cards
12. Find five online sites you could use to send greeting cards and print out a pricing page from each.
Answers will vary, but should include pricing pages from five online greeting card sites.
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Look, Mom! No Legs! - Discussion Questions
Using Community Resources
1. What community resources did the characters in the story use?
Answer: car dealership, bank, library, barbershop, doctor

Applying for a Loan
2. Mort’s dad also had to sign some papers for Mort’s loan. Why do you think Mort’s signature wasn’t enough for the
bank?

Sample Answer: Mort is just a kid, so he can’t borrow money without an adult backing him up.

Exploring Banking Options
3. What is one reason a person would ask to have loan payments on a set date, such as the 15th of each month?
Sample Answer: A person might ask for a set date because of when he or she gets paid.

Asking Questions for Clarification
4. To make sure he understood, Mort asked several questions about the payments. Write one of the questions and
explain why he asked it.

Sample Answer: He asked if he could have receipts mailed to him because he wanted to make sure he would be able to
have a receipt for his file.

Understanding Special Needs Assistance Options
5. Sometimes, a person has to learn about special needs assistance options by listening to other people. What option
did Mort learn about from his doctor?
Answer: hand brakes

Understanding Types of Doctors
6. Choose a type of doctor. Explain what types of problems the doctor handles.
Answers will vary, but should include both a type of doctor and a description of the problems the doctor handles.

Choosing Measurement Instruments
7. The car salesman measured the height of Mort’s leg braces. Why do you think the car salesman used a yardstick
instead of a tape measure?

Sample Answer: He could use a yardstick without having to bend over.

Telling Jokes
8. What was funny about Mort’s joke “Look, Mom! No legs!”?
Sample Answer: He thought the joke was funny because he was riding his bike without using his legs and the joke
sounded like the standard kid claim “Look, Mom! No hands!
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Discussion Questions, continued
Understanding Costs of Owning a Car
9. Choose a type of car you would like to own. Find out how much insurance costs for the car if it is brand new and if
it is eight years old.

Answers will vary, but should include two different insurance quotes.

Being a Responsible Driver/Car Owner
10. Explain why Mort should never drive anyone else’s car.
Sample Answer: He should not drive anyone else’s car since only his car will be set up for him to be able to safely drive.

Knowing Main Car Parts What are car brakes used for?
11. What are car brakes used for?
Answer: to stop the car

Choosing the Right Kind of Screwdriver
12. Mort’s doctor used a screwdriver to adjust Mort’s leg braces. The slots in the screws went straight across the tops
of the screws. Draw the top of one of the screws.

Answer: Drawing should show a screw with a straight slot across the center.
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I Need My Friends! - Discussion Questions
Knowing Where to Find Other Area Codes
1. Find the area code for Jackson, Kentucky.
Answer: 606

Knowing Where to Find Other Zip Codes
2. Find the zip codes for Jackson, Kentucky.
Answer: 41307 and 41339

Finding Weather Reports for Varying Locations
3. Work with a partner to find today’s weather report for Jackson, Kentucky.
Answers will vary.

Understanding Living Location Options
4. Why do you think Mrs. Wu looked for a house close to the high school?
Sample Answer: It would make it easier for Amy to get to and from school.

Having a Working Knowledge of the 50 States
5. What is the capital of Kentucky?
Answer: Frankfort

Becoming Familiar with a New Community
6. If you moved to a new community, what would type of business or store would you look for first and why?
Sample Answer: I would look for the grocery store so I could get some groceries right away.

Packing to Move
7. If you are moving, you can do it all yourself or you can have hired help. If you have help, you can pack the boxes

yourself and have them load them or you can have the company both pack the boxes and load them. How did the
Wu family move?
Sample Answer: They packed the boxes themselves and had a company that loaded the boxes and furniture.

Labeling Moving Boxes
8. Say you were moving. How would you label boxes that are going to your bedroom?
Sample Answer: E-BR

Parenting
9. Amy’s parents did not say a word when she said she hated them. What do you think they should have done?
Sample Answer: I think they should have let it go just like they did since they knew she was terribly upset, was talking
from anger, and did not really mean what she was saying.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Choosing the Best Route
10. Work with a partner. Look at a map and decide what roads you would take to travel from Billings, Montana to
Jackson, Kentucky.

Sample Answer: Interstate 90 to Interstate 25 to Denver, Interstate 70 to Saint Louis, Interstate 64 to Lexington, Highway
402 to Highway 15 to Jackson

Planning Around Time Zones
11. Say, after she moved to Kentucky, Amy made a plan to call her friend in Montana at 3:00 when her friend got out
of school. On Kentucky time, what time should Amy call?

Answer: 5:00 p.m.

Making Friends
12. Say Amy had not met anyone when she went to school the first day. How could she have met some new friends at
school?

Sample Answer: She could have started talking to some kids in her classes.
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Thanks to the Big Old One - Discussion Questions
Understanding Types of Taxes
1. Shanie’s dad pays thousands of dollars in income tax. If you had a job where you made $100 a week, why wouldn’t
you have to pay as much income tax as Shanie’s dad?

Sample Answer: The more money you make, the more income tax you pay. So, if you only made $100 per week, you
would pay very little income tax.

Watching for Good Shopping Deals
2. To find good shopping deals, you need to know typical prices for things you want to buy. Identify something you
would like to buy. Then, list a typical price as well as a price that would be a really good deal.
Answers will vary, but should include an item, a typical price, and a good-deal price.

Asking for Help with Activities
3. Shanie asked for Belle’s help to go shopping. Do you think she should have taken a cab instead of bothering Belle?
Sample Answer: No, she shouldn’t have taken a cab. She knew there was a chance that Belle would enjoy going to the
store, also. So, it made good sense to ask for her help.

Reading a Movie Schedule
4. Work with a partner. Find a movie schedule online or in a newspaper. Decide on a movie that you would both like
to see. Choose a time that would work for both of you to see the movie.
Answers will vary.

Reading Menus
5. Work with a partner. Look at a menu from a restaurant or online. Choose something you would like to eat for an
appetizer, a main course, and dessert.

Answers will vary, but should include an appetizer, a main course, and a dessert.

Paying Attention to Noises and Comments Around You
6. Working with a partner, take turns making noises with items and closing your eyes and guessing what the noises
are. Make and identify at least four different noises. When you are choosing noises to make, try to choose things
that will make noises that are very different from each other.
Answers will vary.

Knowing Your Clothing and Shoe Sizes
7. Say you were going shopping for jeans and shirts. What sizes would you try on?
Answers will vary, but should include both jeans and shirt sizes.

Saying Thanks (Orally or in Writing)
8. Edie and Shanie thanked Belle by taking her to lunch at Mr. Foos. Identify a friend you might thank by taking him or
her to lunch and tell where you would take him or her.

Answers will vary, but must include both a friend’s name and the name of a restaurant.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using the Internet for Personal Needs
9. Identify a way that you could use the Internet for your personal needs.
Answers will vary.

Knowing Kinds of Meat and Fish
10. The Mr. Foos restaurant includes four pork dishes. Identify four pork dishes that could be on the menu.
Sample Answer: pork chops, BLT, pork ribs, ham sandwich

Ordering from Menus
11. If you were ordering a steak, how would you ask to have it prepared?
Answers will vary, but should be rare, medium rare, medium, medium well, or well done.

Choosing Cooking Methods
12. Explain how you like fish prepared.
Answers will vary.
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Lucky Guesses - Discussion Questions
Understanding Years and Decades
1. Lincoln was born in 1809. How many decades ago was that?
Answers will vary with time, but would be 21 decades in 2019.

Understanding General History Timeline
2. Choose five U.S. presidents and place them on a timeline according to when they were president.
Answers will vary, but should include five presidents in order by year became president.

Knowing Languages Spoken in Different Countries
3. In the story, Lamar notes that President George W. Bush spoke Spanish. Name a country where Spanish is spoken
as the main language.

Some Sample Answers: Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Columbia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico,
Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Puerto Rico, Spain, Venezuela

Asking Questions for Clarification
4. Lamar did not ask Mrs. Vench for much in the way of explanations for the odd things that seemed to be happening.
What did he say the one time when he started to demand an explanation?
Answer: What’s going on here?

Brainstorming with a Group
5. Work with up to four other students. Brainstorm as many names of U.S. presidents as you can come up with
without research. Assign one member of the group to write all responses.
Answers will vary.

Securing Legal Documents
6. Identify the legal document that a character in the story signed and explain its purpose.
Sample Answer: The contract that Lamar signed was a legal document. It’s purpose was to indicate what the museum
board wanted Lamar to do and how much the board planned to pay him.

Knowing Recent U.S. Presidents
7. Has the U.S. had any presidents that are not on the list in the story? If so, name him, her, or them.
Answers will vary depending on results of presidential elections.

Reading Charts, Tables, and Graphs
8. Look at the table that is with the story. Which president had more than one middle name?
Answer: George H.W. Bush
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Discussion Questions, continued
Knowing what Type of Material You Like to Read or Watch
9. Lamar liked to read about the U.S. presidents. What do you like to read about?
Answers will vary.

Identifying Interests and Abilities
10. Lamar was interested in the U.S. presidents. What is something in which you are interested?
Answers will vary.

Keeping Commitments
11. Think of a time when you said you would do something for someone else. Explain how well you kept you word.
Answers will vary.

Listening When Others Talk
12. Work with a partner. Tell about something you like to do for fun. Listen to your partner. Then, tell the rest of the
group what your partner likes to do for fun.

Answers will vary.
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Watching Closely - Discussion Questions
Using Shapes
1. Mort told his dad that there was water on the diamond-shaped tile, so it is clear that the other tiles by the

refrigerator are not diamond shaped. Work with a partner to show how the tiles in the Cortez kitchen might look.
Answers will vary, but should include at least one diamond-shaped tile.

Checking Fuses and Breakers
2. Why did Mr. Cortez go to the garage after he saw that the freezer wasn’t working?
Sample Answer: Because their breaker box was in the garage.

Searching for a Reason a Flashlight Will Not Work
3. Explain why Mr. Cortez turned the flashlight off and back on when it didn’t turn on the first time.
Sample Answer: Sometimes a switch doesn’t go all the way on, so he was trying it again.

Finding Appliance Repair Numbers and Addresses
4. Work with a partner. Find a phone number for a local company that could repair a refrigerator. Be prepared to tell
your classmates how you found the phone number.
Answers will vary.

Finding Ways to Remember Facts
5. Mr. Cortez memorized the phone number from the computer so she could talk to her husband before making the
call. Choose a phone number from a phone book and memorize it. Discuss with your classmates how you were
able to remember it.
Answers will vary.

Using Appropriate Cleaning Solutions
6. What would you use to clean a computer screen?
Answers will vary, but should include only things that would not harm the screen.

Watching Refrigerator and Freezer Temperatures
7. Explain where Mrs. Cortez looked to check the “temperatures” when she thought the refrigerator was broken again.
Sample Answer: She looked inside the freezer and refrigerator at the temperature gauges.

Identifying Basic Object Characteristics Such as Size, Color, and Shape
8. Name something that is small, red, and round.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Understanding a Warranty
9. Why didn’t the Cortez’s call the company that made the refrigerator instead of calling a local repairman?
Sample Answer: The refrigerator was out of warranty, so the company would not fix the refrigerator for free. So, they
decided to call a local repairperson instead.

Judging the Safety of a Surface when Walking
10. Describe a surface that you have seen and think is not safe to walk on.
Sample Answer: I once saw a path that I wanted to take, but the rocks on it were so big that, after a few feet, I turned
around since I could see that I was in danger of spraining my ankles.

Drinking Enough Water
11. Hugo spilled water both times that he filled his water glass. Even though spilling the water wasn’t a good thing,
explain why it was good for Hugo to be drinking water.

Sample Answer: People need to drink water everyday since the human body needs water on a regular basis. Many
people do not drink enough water, so choosing to drink it with meals is a good idea.

Solving Problems
12. Working with a partner, outline the steps the Cortez family took to solve their refrigerator problem.
Sample Answer: 1-Notice the water on the floor. 2—Notice the water under the refrigerator. 3—Notice that the ice
cubes are melting. 4—Deduce that the freezer was not working correctly. 5—Check to make sure the breaker has not
tripped. 6—Call a repairman
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Prison Escape Plan - Discussion Questions
Identifying Directions (North, South, East, West)
1. Look at a map of the U.S. What states do you think the Moore’s will visit during the week that they go south from
Kentucky?

Sample Answer: West Virginia and Virginia

Having a Working Knowledge of the 50 States
2. List the states that border Kentucky.
Answer: Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia

Identifying Cities
3. List five cities or attractions that you think are close enough to Jackson, Kentucky for the Moores to visit on their
vacation.

Answers will vary.

Identifying Foreign Countries on a Map
4. Say you were going to Europe with Edie and Shanie. What countries would you like to visit?
Answers will vary, but must include only countries that are in Europe.

Knowing Languages Spoken in Different Countries
5. Name a country where Italian is spoken.
Sample Answer: Italy

Finding a Book in the Library
6. Explain how you could find a specific book in the library.
Sample Answer: Look the book up in the card catalog, write the book number on a piece of paper, and find the number
on the book shelves.

Planning a Vacation
7. Say you were going to plan a vacation with your family. Where would you like to go?
Answers will vary.

Using Manners in a Conversation
8. Describe something that Andy did or said in the story that was not good manners.
Sample Answer: It wasn’t good manners to call Kent a “doofhead.”
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Discussion Questions, continued
Talking to Children
9. What do you think about Mrs. Moore telling her children that the vacation will be cancelled if they keep fighting?
Sample Answer: She is right that the road trip won’t be very fun if the kids are constantly fighting. So, it is a fine plan as
long as she follows through. However, it is unrealistic to think that kids would go 60 days with no bickering at all. So, she
really should think of a plan that isn’t “all or none.”

Recognizing and Accepting Authority
10. Do you think the kids and the parents in the story should have equal say when planning the vacation?
Sample Answer: It is nice if the family plans the vacation together, but in the end, the parents should have final say on
what they do, where they go, and how much they spend.

Considering Weather when Packing
11. Work with a partner. Choose a city the Moore’s might visit. Go online and find the average temperature in June for
that city or area.

Answers will vary.

Interviewing for a Job
12. Imagine Shanie applying for a job when she is in high school. The interviewer says he or she just got back from

visiting the Biltmore Estate. Do you think it would be a good idea for Shanie to share that she also visited there?
Explain.

Sample Answer: Yes, travels are a good bonding topic since it provides relative strangers with common experiences they
can talk about.

Prison Escape Plan

173

Volume
Book25••Story
Story27
X

Hugo’s Hiccup - Discussion Questions
Buying an Airline Ticket Online
1. Work with a partner. Go to an airline site and see what tickets would cost to fly to either Phoenix or Portland from
where you live. Go ahead and choose flights so you can see the total cost. Cancel without choosing to buy.
Answers will vary.

Using the Internet for Personal Needs
2. Say you were going on a family vacation. What is one thing for which your family might use the Internet?
Answers will vary.

Understanding Talking and Traveling
3. Work with a partner. Pretend you do not know each other. Strike up a conversation that is acceptable between
strangers.

Answers will vary

Using Good Judgment When Talking to Strangers
4. Why should Hugo have known that his conversation with Mel was a problem?
Sample Answer: She was asking for very specific information.

Using Public Transportation
5. What would have happened if the Cruz’s had been late for the bus?
Sample Answer: They would have had to wait for the next bus.

Paying Attention to Noises and Comments Around You
6. What did Mrs. Cruz hear that Eric should have heard but didn’t?
Sample Answer: She heard Eric’s ticket drop to the floor.

Buying the Best Deal
7. The Cruz’s looked at flights out of Lexington, KY and out of Huntington, NC. Why do you think they looked at two
different places?

Sample Answer: Since they had two airports about the same distance away, they were probably looking for the best deal.

Identifying Months by Numbers
8. The Cruz’s made their plan in the fourth month. What month was that?
Answer: April

Counting from 1-30
9. The Cruz’s flew out of Gate 27. As they were walking to their gate, Hugo said, “There’s Gate 12.” How many more
gates did they have to pass before Gate 27?
Answer: 15
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Discussion Questions, continued
Watching and Reading Airport Signs and Screens
10. A sign outside the airport says “Arrivals” and has an arrow. Why shouldn’t the Cruz’s follow that sign when they
arrive at the airport?

Sample Answer: “Arrivals” is where you should go if you are picking up someone who has just arrived. When you are
leaving, you need to go to “Departures.”

Knowing Your Neighbors
11. Identify at least three of your neighbors and tell a little about them.
Answers will vary.

Recognizing House Styles
12. The Cruz’s live in a ranch house. How many floors does their house have?
Answer: one
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Babysitting Blunders - Discussion Questions
Understanding Common Illnesses and Diseases
1. Say Dave started throwing up after drinking the milk. Why would it have been very important to go to the
emergency room?

Sample Answer: He might have needed medical help to survive.

Understanding Types of Doctors
2. Mandy sees Dr. Tanner for pregnancy checkups. What type of doctor do you think Dr. Tanner is: an OB doctor, a
podiatrist, or a cardiologist?
Answer: an OB doctor

Using Shapes
3. Draw the rash that was on Mandy’s neck.
Answers will vary, but should include bumps that are at least somewhat square.

Calling Directory Assistance
4. Explain what directory assistance is and how you can call it in your area.
Sample Answer: Directory assistance is a service that provides listed phone numbers. I can call directory assistance by
dialing 1411.

Finding Emergency Numbers
5. What do you think would have happened if Mandy had called 911 when Dave drank the bleach and water.
Sample Answer: The person who answered would have helped her even it if was just to connect her to a poison center

Finding a Book in the Library
6. In a library, fiction books are in ABC order by author. Nonfiction books are in ABC order by subject. Say you were

looking for a fantasy story by Miles Wurth. How could you find it more quickly than by looking in the card catalog?
Sample Answer: I could go to the fiction section and look for it in ABC order in the Ws.

Knowing Your Mother’s Maiden Name
7. What is your mother’s maiden name?
Answers will vary.

Mixing Proper Amounts of Cleaning Solutions
8. Say you are mixing a cleaning solution that is supposed to mix one part with 10 parts water. Explain why you have
to measure both the solution and the water.

Sample Answer: You have to measure both to know if the mixture is right.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using Bleach Safely
9. Why shouldn’t you pour bleach onto a stain on a pair of blue jeans?
Sample Answer: The bleach can take the color right out of blue jeans and leave white spots.

Making Choices When Pregnant
10. Name one thing you know a pregnant person should not do.
Sample Answers: drink alcohol, smoke, take any drugs without a doctor’s guidance, start new exercises that are
strenuous

Understanding the Pregnancy Process and Related Issues
11. What does it mean for a pregnant woman’s water to break and when within a pregnancy does that usually
happen?

Sample Answer: It means that fluid that surrounds the baby comes out of the mother, and it usually happens the day
the baby is born.

Telling Jokes
12. Find a joke that is acceptable to tell in school. Practice telling the joke so that it is as funny as possible. Make sure
you can tell it without laughing. Then, tell the joke to the class.

Answers will vary.

Babysitter Blunders

177

Volume
Book25• •Story
Story29
X

Lunch, Movies, and Pigs - Discussion Questions
Following Food Preparation Directions
1. The directions on the mac and cheese box said to use a strainer to drain the water off the macaroni. What could
Shanie have done if she did not have a strainer?

Sample Answer: She could have dipped most of the water out with a dipper and then held the lid against the pan to hold
the macaroni in the pan while she drained the rest of the water out.

Using the Internet for Personal Needs
2. Edie looked on the Internet for some ideas about making mac and cheese healthier. Work with a friend to make a
list of ten reasons that you might look on the Internet.
Answers will vary.

Using Shapes
3. Is basic macaroni sphere-shaped, cube-shaped, or crescent-shaped?
Answer: crescent-shaped

Finding Ways to Remember Facts
4. Share with the class a method you have used to remember something.
Answers will vary.

Understanding Years and Decades
5. Explain what it means that “years, decades, and centuries are backwards in ABC order.”
Sample Answer: In ABC order, the three words line up “centuries, decades, and years. But, in length of time, the three
words line up “years, decades, centuries.”

Finding a Book in the Library
6. Name three things you can check out of a library besides movies and books.
Sample Answer: art, computers, audiobooks, repair manuals, music CDs, exercise DVDs

Reading Food Nutrition Labels
7. The nutrition label has an “in-box” column and a “prepared” column. Explain the difference between the two.
Sample Answer: The “in-box” column presents the nutrition numbers of the contents of the box with nothing added. The
“prepared” column presents the nutrition numbers after the other ingredients in the instructions are added.

Knowing the Names of Fruits and Vegetables
8. Name five fruits and five vegetables that were not included in the story.
Answers will vary, but must include five fruits and five vegetables and cannot include peas or carrots.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Knowing Kinds of Dairy Foods
9. Name five dairy foods that were not included in the story.
Answers will vary, but cannot include cheese.

Knowing Kinds of Grain Foods
10. Name five grain foods that were not included in the story.
Answers will vary, but cannot include macaroni

Knowing Recent U.S. Presidents
11. Which U.S. presidents did the “big and little bushes” stand for in Mrs. Knapp’s story?
Answer: George H.W. Bush and George W. Bush

Knowing Your Body Parts
12. Work with a partner. Find your funny bone and humerus.
Answer: The funny bone is at the back of the elbow and the humerus is the bone that goes from the elbow to the
shoulder.
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Shirt Caper - Discussion Questions
Using Vending Machines
1. Say you are hungry and have only vending machines as a source of food. You want to eat food that is as healthy

as possible. Name a food item you would choose. Make sure it is an item that you might realistically be able to get
from a vending machine.
Answers will vary, but should be a food item with some nutritional value.

Reading Job Ads
2. The job ad for the copy shop job said, “must be 16 or older.” If you were only 14, but really wanted a job, do you
think you should apply for the job anyhow?

Sample Answer: No, you should not apply for the job if you re only 14. Employment laws are very specific about
minimum ages of employees, so there it is extremely unlikely that a person under 16 would have any chance of being
hired.

Understanding the Skills Needed to Perform a Desired Job
3. Say you were trying for the copy shop clerk job. Write an answer for this question: What skills do you have that
would make you a good clerk in our copy shop?
Answers will vary.

Using the Internet to find Interview Information
4. On the copy shop Web site, Mort learned that the copy shop was 50 years old. Write a question he might ask at the
interview that relates to this fact.

Sample Answer: When the copy shop first started, was making copies its main service?

Understanding Special Needs Assistance Options
5. Explain why it would make no sense for Mort to put up with sore legs rather than to ask to have a stool or high
chair.

Sample Answer: Having a stool or high chair would in no way lessen the value of the work Mort would do for the copy
shop. So, putting up with sore legs instead of using a stool or high chair would make absolutely no sense.

Calling About a Job Opening
6. When Mort called the copy shop about the job, Mort explained who he was and what he wanted. Write out exactly
what he might have said.

Answers will vary, but should include his name and that he is calling about the job he saw advertised.

Choosing Workplace Options
7. Explain why you would or would not like to work at a copy shop.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Completing a Job Application
8. Say you were filling out a job application. What would you write in the section with the heading “Work Experience”?
Answers will vary, but if possible, should include some type of work experience.

Mailing a Letter
9. Say you were going to send a letter through the U.S. mail. Where would you take the letter to mail it?
Answers will vary, but must be a location that receives U.S. mail.

Knowing the Front Side of a Piece of Paper
10. Explain how you can know that a piece of notebook paper is right side up and on the front side.
Sample Answer: The holes should be on the right side and the top should include a margin that is wider than the spaces
between the rest of the lines.

Proofreading Your Writing
11. Explain why it is important to proofread everything you write even when you are being careful while you write.
Sample Answer: You can usually think faster than you can write. So, you might plan to write something, but not actually
get it down. Also, it is easy to write a word incorrectly or leave a word out even when you are trying to be careful.

Writing a Business Letter
12. Mort had to mail an application to the copy shop. He decided to include a short letter with it. Write a letter that
you think he could have included.

Answers will vary, but should be a letter from Mort noting some reasons he thinks he would be good at the copy job and
indicating his eagerness to work for the copy shop.
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Bellawright or Bellawrong? - Discussion Questions
Using a Grid to Arrange Furniture
1. Belle and Edie used a ½” to 1 foot scale when they created their grid of Edie’s room and furniture. Using the same
scale, create a grid of a room in your house. Also, create rectangles to represent the furniture. (Purchased or
computer-created ¼” graph paper would be helpful.)
Answers will vary.

Using Rulers, Yard Sticks, and Meter Sticks
2. Work with a partner. Measure the length and width of your chairs and desks (or tables).
Answers will vary.

Arranging Furniture So It Is Attractive and Useful
3. Work with a partner. Make a plan for rearranging the classroom. Choose a plan that will look nice and be useful.
Share a visual of your plan with the class.
Answers will vary.

Handling Electricity Safely
4. Work with a partner. Create a poster showing how Edie was going to unplug the TV. Mark her way as wrong. Also,
show Belle’s way of unplugging the TV. Mark her way as the correct way to unplug a TV.
Answers will vary.

Measuring for Curtains, Frames, etc.
5. Work with a partner. Each of you measure at least one window in your house. Then, find some curtains for sale and
choose the sizes that will work best for your windows.
Answers will vary.

Sewing by Hand
6. Using a needle and thread, sew two paper towels together. Put your stitches about a half an inch end form the

edges. (If you have fabric to use, you can use that instead. But, if you do not have fabric, paper towels can work for
learning to hand stitch.)
Answers will vary.

Using a Calculator
7. Work with a partner. Use a calculator to figure out how wide each curtain panel needs to be for a window that is 45
inches wide. Assume you want the total width to be four times as wide as the window and you are going to have
two panels.
Answer: 45 x 2 = 90” wide for each panel.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Giving Compliments
8. Join two or three other students to form a group. Take turns giving each other compliments.
Answers will vary.

Interpreting What People Say
9. Explain why Edie calls Belle “Bellawrong” and why Belle calls herself “Bellaright.”
Sample Answer: Edie is saying that Belle is wrong about what she is saying and Belle is saying that

Following Written Directions
10. The directions on the paint cans said to “mix thoroughly before using.” How would the girls do that?
Sample Answer: They would either have the cans shook at the store on the paint shaker or they would use a paint stirring
stick that they could get at the store.

Recognizing Important Information
11. Explain why it is important for the three girls to read the instructions before they start painting.
Sample Answer: Since they are not professional painters, they should read the instructions to help assure they do the
best possible job.

Dealing with Unusual or Dangerous Odors
12. The girls had their windows open so they could talk to each other. Why else should they have had their windows
open?

Sample Answer: to air the paint fumes out of their rooms
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Sticks and Stones and Snakes - Discussion Questions
Using a Computer for Basic Needs
1. Work with a partner. Look up Daniel Boone State Park online and plan a hiking trip that is about 10 miles long. Print
a map of the park and draw your plan on the map. Share your plan with the class.
Answers will vary.

Clearing Ears in Pressurized Situations
2. Work with a friend. Make a list of five situations that could cause you to need to clear your ears.
Sample Answer: riding in an airplane, hiking in high hills or mountains, driving in high hills or mountains, riding in an
elevator, diving to the bottom of a swimming pool

Putting Names in a Cell Phone Address Book
3. Work with a partner. Describe how to put names and numbers in a type of cell phone with which you are familiar.
Sample Answer: Click on “Contacts,” Click on “New,” Enter the name, Arrow down, Enter the number, Click on “Done”

Counting Money
4. Work with a partner. Without looking at each other’s papers, draw an amount of money using both paper money

and coins. For the paper money, use rectangles with the amounts inside. Do the same with the coins using circles.
Use only amounts of actual dollars and coins. Then, trade papers and count each other’s money. If time allows,
repeat.
Answers will vary.

Making Change
5. Work with a partner. Assume that you each have $20. Say to your partner, “I owe you [insert amount of money that
is less than $20]. Can you give me change?” Your partner should then say, “Yes, I can give you [insert amount of
change] in change.” Take at least two turns in each posi
Answers will vary.

Feeling Differences in Temperatures
6. Work with a partner. Gather three or four items that have different temperatures, such as a metal item, a cardboard
box, and a laptop that is turned on. Put the items in order from warmest to coolest.
Answers will vary.

Recognizing Famous People
7. Work with partner. Look up information about Daniel Boone online. Create a poster showing what you have
learned. Make sure to include a picture of Daniel Boone.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Respecting Nature
8. Say a person went to a national forest and gathered rocks for his yard. Explain why this person is not showing
respect for nature.

Sample Answer: By removing the rocks, he changes the state of the forest. If everyone were to remove whatever he or she
wanted, the forest would be greatly changed from its natural state.

Choosing Not to Pollute
9. If you were with the hiking group in the story, what would you have done with the bags and wrappers from snacks
you took on the hike and why wouldn’t you have thrown them on the ground?

Sample Answer: I would have put them in my pockets because I would not want to pollute.

Understanding Basic Cell Phone Functions
10. Explain how you would go online with a cell phone.
Answers will vary.

Avoiding Bug, Bee, Snake, Mosquito, and Spider Bites
11. Explain how the characters in the story were able to avoid a snake bite.
Sample Answer: They kept their distance from the snake.

Caring for Children
12. How was the fact that the boys’ dads went on the hiking trip an example of caring for one’s children?
Sample Answer: Parents who spend time with their children show their children that they care.
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Old, Mean, and Fine - Discussion Questions
Feeling Differences in Thicknesses
1. Work with a partner. Gather at least five items of different thicknesses without your partner seeing the items. Then,
blindfold your partner and ask him or her to put the items in order from thinnest to thickest.
Answers will vary.

Scheduling a Job Interview
2. Work with a partner. Roleplay being Sue and Cass when Sue called about the job.
Answers will vary. Performing Basic First Aid

Performing Basic First Aid
3. Sue bought Band-Aids with disinfectant already on them. Why do you think she did that?
Sample Answer: She needed to use disinfectant to make sure her cut did not get infected. Buying the Band-Aids with the
disinfectant already on them was an inexpensive, non-messy way to get what she needed.

Assembling a First Aid Kit
4. Work with a partner to create a poster showing the items you would buy to create a first aid kit.
Answers will vary, but should at least include bandages and disinfectant cream (or bandages with disinfectant cream).

Responding to Emergencies
5. Do you think it made sense for Sue and Shanie to drop everything and fly all the way from Kentucky to Dallas to
drive Sue’s mother to Lubbock instead of Sue’s mother taking the bus to Lubbock?

Sample Answer: Yes, it did make sense. Family members need each other’s support during emergencies.

Determining Miles from a Mileage Chart
6. Use a mileage chart to see how far it is from Chicago, Illinois, to Seattle, Washington.
Answer: 2063 miles

Understanding the Skills Needed to Perform a Desired Job
7. What, if any, skills do you have that would make you a good choice for the job in the antique store.
Sample Answer: Besides the fact that I love antiques, I’m reliable and trustworthy.

Being Responsible at Work
8. Sue and Shanie left for the airport with only a few hours notice. What should Sue have done about her jobs?
Sample Answer: She should have called both the her nursing work place and the antique store to let them know that she
had an emergency and was going out of town.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using an ATM Machine
9. Why should you be careful not to let anyone see you enter your pin number into an ATM machine?
Sample Answer: If a thief knows your number, he or she could take money from your account.

Describing a Problem to a Lawyer
10. When she got to the hospital, Sue’s grandmother asked her to go get her new will from her lawyer and bring it to
the hospital so she could sign it. Roleplay being Sue and the lawyer when Sue arrives at the office.

Answers will vary.

Securing Legal Documents
11. Identify two legal documents that you might have to get sometime.
Sample Answer: birth certificate, marriage certificate, will, death certificate

Writing a Friendly Letter
12. Sue and Shanie stayed in Lubbock for four days. After they went home, Shanie wrote a letter to her grandmother.
Write a letter that you think Shanie might have written.

Answers will vary, but the letter should be in proper friendly-letter format.
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Cool Dudes or Hot Stuff? - Discussion Questions
Figuring Elapsed Time
1. When Mort woke up at 7:45 a.m., his clock wasn’t running. and it said 3:30 a.m. For how long had the electricity
been off?

Answer: 4 hours and 15 minutes

Setting the Alarm on a Clock
2. Study an alarm clock. Then, write step-by-step directions for setting the alarm on the clock.
Answers will vary.

Setting the Time on a Clock
3. Study a clock. Then, write step-by-step directions for setting the time on the clock.
Answers will vary.

Programming a VCR or DVD Player
4. Name something that you would like to record to watch on TV at a later time.
Answers will vary.

Washing Fresh Produce
5. Why do you think it is important to wash fresh produce?
Sample Answer: Fresh produce could be covered with germs, insecticides, or simple dirt.

Ordering from Catalogs
6. To order his sign, why did Mort need to use his mother’s credit card instead of his own cash?
Sample Answer: A person usually needs either a debit card or a credit card to purchase something online.

Making Sure You Wake Up on Time
7. Do you think Mort tried hard enough to wake up on time?
Sample Answer: Yes, he did. He set his alarm clock, and he had no reason to think that the electricity would go out in the
night.

Being a Responsible Driver/Car Owner
8. Since Mort was in such a hurry, what do you think about him not taking time to put his seatbelt on?
Sample Answer: Even though Mort was in a hurry, he has to put safety first. So, he should take the time to put his seatbelt
on before starting to drive.

Using an Electronic Voting Machine
9. Say you are using an electronic voting machine, and you push a button and nothing happens. What should you do
next?

Sample Answer: Try pushing the button again with a little more pressure.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Negotiating a Sale or Purchase
10. What deal did Mort make with the seller at the market place?
Sample Answer: He made a deal to buy two half-bushels for the bushel price.

Knowing the Names of Fruits and Vegetables
11. Name your three favorite fruits and your three favorite vegetables.
Answers will vary, but must include three fruits and three vegetables.

Knowing Left and Right
12. Work with a partner. Create two arrows for each of you. On one of your arrows, write “left.” On the other, write
“right.” Place the arrows so they point to your left and right.

Answers will vary, but will show two arrows, one that says “left” and points left and one that says “right” and points
right.

Cool Dudes or Hot Stuff?

189

Volume
Book25••Story
Story35
X

Where the Grass Is Greenest - Discussion Questions
Folding Laundry
1. Bring a t-shirt, a pair of pants, and some socks to school. Working with a partner, practice folding the different
clothing items.

Answers will vary.

Making a Bed
2. When making a bed, some people like to put their pillow(s) on top of the blankets. Others like to put them under
the blankets. Where do you like to put the pillow(s)?
Answers will vary.

Mending Clothes
3. What is meant by the saying “A stitch in time saves nine”?
Sample Answer: If you fix a rip right away, it will be smaller and easier to fix than if you let it go for a while.

Wrapping a Gift
4. Work with a partner. Using wrapping paper, shelf paper, or something similar, wrap a small box so it makes a nice
looking gift.

Answers will vary, but the package must look fairly nice once it is wrapped.

Using an Iron
5. Explain why you would sometimes want to use steam while you are ironing.
Sample Answer: Steam will help you get extra tough wrinkles out.

Ridding Hair and Clothes of Static Electricity
6. What does it mean that Shanie “got her fingers a little wet and calmed her hair”?
Sample Answer: The dampness made the fly away hairs lie flat on her head.

Evaluating Your Own Attitude
7. Shanie was upset with her parents and said some things that weren’t very nice. Describe a time when you got
upset at home and said things that would have been better left unsaid.
Answers will vary.

Describing a Problem to a Lawyer
8. Shanie is not going to sue her parents for making her help at home. But, if she thought she was going to try to,
what should she tell her lawyer?

Sample Answer: I think my parents make me work too much, so I want to bring a lawsuit against them so I don’t have to
work so much.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Predicting Whether an Item Will Float
9. Shanie left both a pencil and a marble in her pocket when she did laundry. Which of the two do you think was
floating?

Answer: the pencil

Doing Laundry
10. Work with a partner. Create a table with these headings: cold wash and cold rinse, warm wash and cold rinse, hot
wash and cold rinse. Decide which temperatures you should use for each item of clothing you are wearing. Place
each item of clothes into the correct column.

Answers will vary.

Knowing Where Magnets Will Stick
11. Work with a partner. Make a list of 5–10 things in the room to which you think magnets will stick and 5–10 things
to which you do not think magnets will stick. Then, use a magnet to check your predictions.

Answers will vary.

Using a Vacuum Cleaner
12. When you are vacuuming, why is it a good idea to try to keep the vacuum path lines side by side.
Sample Answer: If you keep the lines side by side, you will be less likely to miss spots.

Where the Grass Is Greenest

191

Volume
Book25• •Story
Story36
X

A Ghost in the House - Discussion Questions
Measuring for a Recipe
1. The meatloaf recipe called for 3 pounds of hamburger. The package from Edie’s house had 2.82 pounds. Explain
why you think it would or would not be OK to use in the recipe.

Sample Answer: It would be fine to use the 2.82 pound package of hamburger since it is almost 3 pounds and the recipe
should still work fine.

Using a Microwave
2. For how long do you think the girls should cook frozen corn kernels (not on the cob) in the microwave?
Answers will vary, but should be somewhere around 5 minutes.

Using an Oven
3. Explain why you should not bake a cake on an oven rack in the lowest position.
Sample Answer: The bottom will probably burn before the cake is cooked all the way through.

Using an Oven Timer
4. The oven timer at Amy’s house looks like this:

What do you think you would do to set the timer for one hour?
Answer: Push once on the up arrow in the “Hours” box.




Hours




Minutes

Using Burners
5. The girls used a burner to cook the potatoes. After the potatoes had been on the burner for 20 minutes, boiling
water started to splatter out. What should they have done.
Sample Answer: turn the burner down

Preparing Food
6. The girls decided to make mashed potatoes. Edie wanted to leave the peelings on and make “dirty” mashed
potatoes. The other two did not want to do that. Which would you choose?

Sample Answer: I would peel them since I prefer creamy, white mashed potatoes.

Detecting the Source (Direction) of Noises and Voices
7. Work with a partner. Take turns wearing a blindfold and making noises. When you are the noise maker, stand in
different spots and make noises. When you wear the blindfold, point in the direction of each noise.
Answers will vary.

Asking for Help When Needed
8. The girls could have gotten a meatloaf recipe from the Internet. Explain why you think they should have or should
not have bothered Edie’s mom for a recipe.

Sample Answer: As long as Edie’s mother had time to talk to them, it was fine to call her so that they would get a familiar
meatloaf recipe that they would be more certain of liking.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Thawing Frozen Foods Safely
9. The hamburger the girls used was frozen. But, they needed to thaw it to make meatloaf. How do you think they
should have thawed it?

Sample Answer: They should have put it in the microwave for a couple minutes, scraped off the thawed parts, put the
frozen part back in for a few seconds, scraped it again, and repeated the process until all the hamburger was thawed.

Choosing Measurement Instruments
10. The girls took the frozen corn out of a large bag. They each wanted a half of a cup. Draw a picture of something
they could have used to measure the corn.

Answers will vary, but should be something with which they could measure three separate ½ cups or 1 ½ cups, such as a
measuring cup.

Washing Fresh Produce
11. Since there was a head of lettuce in Amy’s refrigerator, the girls made salads. The lettuce looked very clean.
Explain why it was or was not important to wash the lettuce.

Sample Answer: They should wash the lettuce since you never know what invisible source of problems might be on fresh
produce.

Storing Food
12. Work with a partner. Make a list of each item that the girls prepared for their meal. Then, tell whether each item
was a cupboard/pantry food, a refrigerator food, or a freezer food.

Answer: Cupboard/pantry foods: canned green beans, potatoes; Refrigerator foods: hot fudge; Freezer foods: frozen
corn, frozen meatloaf, ice cream
Using a Padlock

A Ghost in the House

193

Volume
Book25••Story
Story37
X

Scaring Without a Roar - Discussion Questions
Using a Padlock
1. Describe a situation where a padlock would be helpful.
Answers will vary.

Using Tax Tables
2. Mr. Tull made $53,752 this year. He found the following area of the tax table. In which row should he look and how
can he know which number in that row to use?
$53,650
$53,700
9,606 7,216 9,506 8,271
$53,700
$53,750
9,619 7,224 9619 8,284
$53,750
$53,800
9,631 7,231 9,631 8,296
Sample Answer: He should look in the row for $53,750 to $53,800. He should look at the headings at the top of the
columns to know which number in the row to use.

Reading and Writing Numbers
3. Using numbers, write the numbers from 45-73.
Answer: 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70 71, 72, 73

Writing Money Amounts in Numbers and Words
4. Write the numbers from 1–30 in words.
Answer: one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen, seventeen,
eighteen, nineteen, twenty, twenty-one, twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty-four, twenty-five, twenty-six, twenty-seven,
twenty-eight, twenty-nine, thirty

Making Copies
5. Mr. Tull made copies of his tax forms before he mailed them. Why was that a good idea?
Sample Answer: He might need to look at his forms sometimes over the next year, and it will be easier to look at a hard
copy in his file than to find the return online.

Mailing a Letter
6. Mr. Tull put his envelope on the counter to mail later. In your home, where would you put an envelope so it would
be mailed later?

Answers will vary.

Collecting Tax Information and Filing Taxes
7. Explain why Mr. Tull would know how much money he made even if he had not kept his check stubs.
Sample Answer: His company will give him income information for his taxes.

Using a Dictionary
8. Besides to check spelling, name another reason you might look a word up in a dictionary.
Sample Answer: to check the meaning
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Discussion Questions, continued
Addressing an Envelope
9. Work with a partner. For each of you, cut a piece of paper about the size of an envelope. Address your “envelopes”
to each other. Make sure to include your address as a return address.

Answers will vary, but must include both a mailing address and a return address.

Making Leisure Choices
10. Make a list of ten things you enjoy doing for fun. Compare your list to two classmates’ lists.
Answers will vary.

Seeing Letter Idea and Sequences
11. Lamar looked at the list down to “Lion.” Explain why he didn’t see his name across from “Scarecrow.”
Sample Answer: In ABC order, “Scarecrow” comes after “Lion,” so Lamar didn’t look that far down the list.

Handling Unexpected or Difficult Situations
12. Why do you think Lamar put water on his hair to flatten it?
Sample Answer: He didn’t want to look like a lion anymore.
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Making Connections - Discussion Questions
Packing to Move
1. When she was packing, Belle only included the things she really wanted at college. Say you were moving to go to
school. List five things you have that you would not take with you and explain why you would not need each of
them.
Answers will vary, but should include both items and explanations.

Using a Road Map or Atlas
2. Work with a partner. Use the Internet to find directions from Jackson, Kentucky, to the University of Kentucky in
Lexington.

Answer: Students should find online directions from Jackson, Kentucky, to the University of Kentucky in Lexington.

Drawing Directions
3. Work with a partner. Draw directions from your school to each of your houses.
Answers will vary.

Reading a Map When in the Car
4. Belle and Edie couldn’t get onto Belle’s computer while they were driving, so how did they get to an online map?
Sample Answer: Edie called it up on her cell phone.

Showing Two IDs
5. If you were asked to show two IDs, what would you use?
Answers will vary.

Identifying Things by Touch
6. Work with a partner. Each of you secretly gather five common items. Have your partner identify the items by feeling
them without looking.
Answers will vary.

Ordering from Menus
7. The menu at the Internet café included appetizers, soups, burgers, and large salads. Decide which type of food you
think you would choose and name a specific kind you would like the best if it were on the menu.
Sample Answer: I would order a taco salad if the menu included one.

Knowing Foods that Are High in Proteins, Fats, Carbohydrates, or Calories
8. Work with a partner. Make a list of ten foods you might find on a buffet. Use your best judgment to put the foods in
order from the most calories per bite to the least.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Understanding the Diet Implications of Eating at Home Versus at Restaurants
9. How is eating at the dining hall in the dorm a lot like eating at a restaurant?
Sample Answer: You will have more food available than your body can use. The food will be attractive and enticing.
Much of the food will be high in calories.

Getting Along with a Roommate
10. How do you think Belle and Angie will get along? Explain your answer.
Sample Answer: I think Belle and Angie will get along fine since they both seem to be flexible and they seem to have
some ideas in common.

Using a Table of Contents
11. Explain the purpose of a table of contents.
Sample Answer: A table of contents shows the overall layout and contents of a book.

Using an Index
12. Explain the purpose of an index.
Sample Answer: An index offers a method of finding both main topics and minor topics.
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Mort’s Messages - Discussion Questions
Using Mailing and Shipping Services
1. Describe the U.S. mailbox in which you receive letters and packages.
Sample Answer: I receive my letters in a 4” x 4” x 12” locked box that is located within a bank of like boxes. When I receive
packages, the mail carrier places a key in my box with which I can unlock a larger box to retrieve my package.

Taking Medication on Time
2. Say you have to take some pills twice a day. Work with a partner to describe five different ways you could
remember to take the pills.
Answers will vary.

Treating Insect Bites
3. Explain how you should typically take care of an insect bite.
Sample Answer: Put anti-itch cream on it a couple of times and then forget about it.

Using a Lawn Mower
4. Work with a partner. Draw pictures in sequence showing Mort and Hugo working in the yard while Lamar mows.
Make sure that Lamar does not blow his cuttings onto Mort and Hugo.

Answers will vary, but should show Lamar blowing his cuttings away from Mort and Hugo and/or mowing only in areas
where the other two are not working.

Using Basic Appliances and Tools
5. The Cortez’s edger is electric. Explain why this situation could create a problem when trying to mow and edge at
the same time.

Sample Answer: Since an electric cord is connected to the edger, the cord had to be kept completely out of the way of the
lawn mower.

Filling or Refilling a Prescription
6. Where does your family go to fill and refill prescriptions?
Answers will vary, but should be either a local or mail order pharmacy.

Keeping a Yard in Good Shape
7. What can you do if it hasn’t rained for a while, and your grass is starting to look brown?
Sample Answer: You could water the grass once or twice a week.

Using a Phone Book
8. Use a hard copy or online phone book to find a phone number for a local pharmacy.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Ordering Items Over the Telephone
9. Work with a partner. Choose something you could order over the phone and make a list of the details you would
have to provide.

Answers will vary.

Using Appropriate Tones and Volume Levels
10. What do you think about Lamar trying to get Mort’s attention by yelling?
Sample Answer: Since they were in the privacy of Mort’s house, I think it was just fine.

Understanding Basic Cell Phone Functions
11. Explain why Mort’s grandmother’s name did not show up on the first few texts and then did show up.
Sample Answer: She didn’t initially show up because she must have had her sender name blocked. Then, she must have
changed that setting so her sender name would show.

Interpreting What People Say
12. What did Mrs. Cortez mean when she said, “Meet my TV-zombie son”?
Sample Answer: She meant that Mort could totally block the world around him out when he was watching TV.
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Where Bridges Grow - Discussion Questions
Taking Care of Indoor Plants
1. How can you tell it is time to water an indoor plant?
Sample Answer: when the soil becomes dry

Using a Vacuum Cleaner
2. Why shouldn’t you use a vacuum cleaner outside?
Sample Answer: Vacuum cleaners are neither designed to get wet nor to suck up chunks.

Thawing Frozen Foods Safely
3. Shanie put the strawberries in the freezer for a short while since she only wanted them to thaw a little. How else
could she have safely thawed them just a little?

Sample Answer: She could have put them in the microwave for 20 seconds.

Using Kitchen Appliances
4. Work with a partner. Make a list of ten foods or drinks that you could prepare using a blender.
Answers will vary.

Washing Dishes
5. What do you think about Shanie saying that Andy had to wait to drink his slush until the blender was cleaned up?
Sample Answer: I thought it was great that she was passing onto Andy a wise rule that she most likely learned from their
parents

Adjusting Ring Sizes
6. It costs money to adjust a ring size. Do you think it was worth paying money for Shanie to adjust the size of her
grandmother’s childhood ring?

Sample Answer: Probably so since it is a sentimental ring and since her grandmother seems to think it is a good idea.

Using a Globe
7. Shanie spun the globe all the way around a couple of times. Then she found India. Why do you think she spun it
around a couple of times first?

Sample Answer: Simply because globes are kind of fun to spin.

Keeping Your Fingernails Clean and Trimmed
8. How do you know that Andy’s fingernails were almost certainly dirty after he finished cleaning up the plant pot
mess?

Sample Answer: Dirt clings and packs under fingernails very quickly and easily. Since Andy was handling dirt, he almost
certainly had some dirt under his fingernails.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Choosing Recipes for a Meal
9. Work with a partner. Create a slush recipe that is similar to the recipe Shanie used. If needed, look on the Internet to
help you choose exact amounts.

Answers will vary, but should include strawberries, bananas, ice, and yogurt.

Finding Fun Activities that Are Inexpensive or Free
10. Shanie and Andy decided to play a board game. Work with a partner to list ten things fun things to do that would
be inexpensive or free. If you include any board games, name specific games.

Answers will vary, but must include ten fun activities that are inexpensive or free.

Counting Money
11. The game the kids played in the story included play money. The directions showed to give each player the
following $1 bills. How much money were they to get in $1 bills?

Answer: $15

Counting Using the Skip Method
12. The game the kids played in the story included play money. The directions showed to give each player the
following $5 bills. How much money were they to get in $5 bills?

Answer: $80
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The ABCs of Family - Discussion Questions
Budgeting
1. Explain why it is important for Cassie to create a budget.
Sample Answer: Cassie needs to figure out how much she can afford so she knows how much she can pay for an
apartment. Making a budget is a good way for her to get a sense of what she can afford.

Calculating Quantities
2. Dixie has to take four pills a day of one kind of pill. She has to take the pill for 60 days. How many pills will she need
altogether?

Answer: 4 pills x 60 days = 240 pills

Comparing Leases, Floorplans, etc.
3. One apartment that Cassie is looking at has four bedrooms, four bathrooms, a patio, and a two-car garage. How
important do you think each of these features is for college students?

Sample Answer: They could definitely share bathrooms and a patio is totally not necessary. The garage would be nice,
but not essential. Of these features, the only one I think matters much at all is the four bedrooms.

Knowing the Differences Between Over-the-Counter and Prescription Medications
4. Cassie cleaned out the medicine cabinet. She threw away partially-used bottles of prescription pills but kept

partially-used bottles of over-the-counter pills. Why do you think she treated the two kinds of pills differently?
Sample Answer: Prescription pills are often for one certain problem as determined by a doctor. So, you would not save
some of the pills to take another time. Over-the-counter pills, on the other hand, are often for problems that come up
over and over and you are free to determine your own need. So, it makes sense to keep those pills so you have them when
you need them

Sorting Into Categories
5. Cassie sorted the things in her room into four categories. One of the categories was “Things I don’t want to keep so
will give away.” What do you think the other three categories were?

Sample Answer: Things I want to take to college, Things I want to keep but not take to college, Things I am throwing into
the trash

Writing For Sale Ads
6. Cassie is going to write a For Sale ad to sell her dresser and double bed. She is going to ask $70 for the dresser
and $50 for the bed. Using no more than 15 words, write an ad that Cassie could use. Use your own contact
information.

Sample Answer: For Sale: Dresser, $70.Bed for sale: $50. Call 555-1212.

Understanding a Lease
7. What does “5-day grace period” mean in a lease?
Sample Answer: It means you can be up to five days late with the rent before you will be charged a late fee.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Understanding Utility Bills
8. Name two utility bills that Cassie will probably have to pay in her new apartment.
Sample Answer: gas bill and water bill

Labeling Moving Boxes
9. Cassie wants to label her boxes so that she has as little to write as possible and still has labels that are easy to
understand. What do you think she should write on the box with her bathroom products?
Sample Answer: Bath

Packing to Move
10. Cassie used bubble wrap and newspaper to keep some things from breaking during the move. What do you think
Cassie might have packed that needed to be protected?

Sample Answer: She might have packed some breakable decorations.

Caring for Hair and Teeth
11. Dixie has long straight hair. Her headgear rests just above her ears. Describe two ways she could wear her hair
with her headgear.

Sample Answer: She could wear it straight down or in a low ponytail.

Caring for Self When Sick
12. If Dixie gets tired of wearing her helmet all the time, do you think there is any reason she couldn’t leave it off for
some extra time?

Sample Answer: No, she couldn’t leave it off for some extra time. She has had a serious surgery, and she needs to follow
the doctor’s orders so she can heal properly.
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A Blissful Place - Discussion Questions
Recognizing Areas of Town or City By Street Categories
1. Think about the streets in your local area. Describe a category of streets and a few streets in that category.
Answers will vary.

Finding an Address
2. Say you were looking for 2855 Ash Street. When you turned onto Ash Street, you were at 603 Ash Street. How many
blocks will you have to drive to get to 2855 Ash Street?
Answer: 22 blocks

Crossing the Street Safely
3. Dixie and Cody parked in the middle of the block. How could they tell if they could cross the street right there or if
they needed to go to the corner to cross?

Sample Answer: If the street is a busy one, they should go to the corner. If the street has almost no traffic, they could
probably cross in the middle.

Correlating Room Numbers and Floors
4. Say you were riding in an elevator on your way to Room 1739. The elevator has buttons from 2 through 45. What
button should you push?
Answer: 17

Reacting to Strangers
5. If you were in a situation where you had to perform in front of strangers, do you think you would need to use a trick
like the blinders Carrie used and, if so, what trick would you use??
Answers will vary.

Knowing When to Use and Avoid Slang
6. Make a list of five people you would talk to without using much slang. Share your list with the class.
Answers will vary.

Being Punctual
7. Explain why it would be a problem to be late to watch a piano show.
Sample Answer: A person who enters a piano show in progress interrupts the audience’s attention and sometimes the
players’ concentration.

Being Socially Aware
8. Describe a time when you walked into a room or up to some people and could tell that you should be careful with
what you said even though you didn’t know what was going on.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Dealing with Stress
9. Describe something that makes you feel stressed and explain how you can handle the situation to lower your
stress.

Sample Answer: I feel stressed when my sister tries to boss me around. I can lower my stress by listening quietly and then
doing what I think I should do.

Understanding Nonverbal Communication
10. Describe five different ways you could tell a person was saying “no” even if the person never said a word.
Sample Answer: shake head back and forth; point thumb down; roll eyes; place palm up and facing out; do a sideways
air slice with your hand

Solving Problems
11. Dixie helped Carrie by using a “Here’s what happened to me” problem-solving method. Describe a situation where
you could use something that happened to you to help someone else solve a problem

Answers will vary.

Using a Program to Understand an Event
12. Work with a partner. Identify at least five events where you might use a program.
Sample Answer: a play, a wedding, a funeral, a graduation, a meeting, a church service, a sporting event
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Fresh As a Puppy - Discussion Questions
Reacting to Mistakes
1. When Cody was putting the gifts out, he dropped a plate and broke it. What do you think he should have done
when the plate broke?

Sample Answer: He should have picked up the broken pieces and cleaned up any remaining mess. Then, he should have
told Bob what happened.

Blocking Out Distracting Background Noise
2. Say you are talking on the phone. A child in the room is making a lot of noise. What could you do to help block out
the noise of the child so you can hear the person on the phone?

Sample Answer: Hold your hand over the ear that is not listening to the phone.

Interpreting Idioms
3. Choose one of these idioms and explain how it relates to the last paragraph of the story:
Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.
All that glitters is not gold.
Drop a bombshell

Sample Answer: Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.—Don’t make assumptions until you know for sure.
For example, don’t assume I’m going to take the job until I confirm it. 2. All that glitters is not gold.—Some things,
like the stocking job, or possibly even the moving job, look good at first but might not e so great after a while. Drop a
bombshell—Say something that is unexpected. In this case, Bob was not expecting Cody to reject the job.

Dividing Into Equal Sections
4. Like Cody had to do, divide a piece of paper into five equal sections.
Sample Answer: Paper can be vertical or horizontal, but should be divided into five sections.

Letting Scabs Heal
5. Working with a partner, make a list of five reasons why you should not pick your scabs off. Use the Internet to find
answers if you have trouble thinking of five of them.

Sample Answers: heal faster, no scar, won’t bleed, won’t hurt as much, might avoid infection, won’t offend other people

Understanding Causes of Stress
6. Make a list of five situations that cause you to get upset.
Answers will vary.

Adapting to Workplace Conditions
7. Say you worked at a place where you had to go into a walk-in-freezer several times a day. How could you adapt so
that you were warm enough in the freezer and not too warm when you were not in the freezer?

Sample Answer: I could keep a jacket or sweater at work so I could slip in on when going into the freezer and leave it off
when not in the freezer.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Sorting Into Categories
8. Bob told Cody to put the gifts together in groups of things that would go in the same room of a house. The first

box of gifts Cody opened had a dozen cookbooks and a dozen remote control holders. If you were putting the gifts
out, with which “room” of a house would you put the cookbooks and remote control holders?
Sample Answer: I would put the cookbooks with the kitchen things and the remote control holders with the TV room
things.

Arranging Furniture so It Is Attractive and Useful
9. Work with a partner. By hand or on a computer, make a drawing showing the furniture you would like in a TV room.
Place each piece in a way that you think is attractive and useful.

Answers will vary, but must be such that it would make an attractive and useful room layout..

Making a Bed
10. Step by step, describe how to make a bed.
Sample Answer: Put the mattress pad on, put the bottom sheet on, put the top sheet on, add the blankets, put the
pillowcases on, put the pillowcases in place, finish by putting the bedspread over all.

Understanding Net and Gross Pay
11. Before deductions, how much money did Cody make on his first paycheck?
Answer: $10 x 30 hours = $300

Leaving a Job
12. Why was it OK for Cody to leave this job at the end of the day on Friday instead of giving Bob some notice?
Sample Answer: Cody didn’t really have the job until the end of the day Friday when Bob offered it to him. At that point,
it was well within proper etiquette for Cody to accept or reject the job.
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Murphy’s Law Works Out - Discussion Questions
Evaluating Purchasing Power
1. Name something you would like to have that you can afford and something you would like to have that you
cannot afford.

Answers will vary.

Understanding Credit History
2. Describe a situation that would give a person bad credit history.
Sample Answer: A person would have a bad credit history if he or she paid his or her credit card bill late every month or
did not pay it at all,

Understanding How to Use Credit
3. Dale got a credit card so he could get his player a month earlier than he would have been able to otherwise. Name
something you might get a credit card to buy and explain why your choice makes sense.
Answers will vary.

Understanding Interest Rates
4. Say you borrowed $100 for one month and agreed to pay 12% interest. How much would you have to pay at the
end of the month?
Answer: $101.00

Writing within Given Space
5. Work with a partner. Using the Internet, create a grid of 30 small boxes that fit across a single page of paper (like

shown below). Print out two copies. Using one of the pages, write your first, middle, and last names in the boxes
Answers will vary, but should include the creation of small boxes that students have to write very small to fit within.

Figuring Tips
6. How much would a 20% tip be on a $45.00 bill?
Answer: $9.00

Reading the Speedometer and Gas Gauge
7. Working with a partner, draw a speedometer showing a car going at 55 miles per hour and a gas gauge for a car
that is half full of gas.

Answers will vary, but the speedometer should show speeds from at least 0 to 55 and the dial pointing at the 5 Using a
The gas gauge should show both “empty” and “full” and a dial half way between the two.

Using a Mall Directory
8. Work with a partner. Find a mall directory online. Make a list of five stores that are next to each other in the mall.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Watching for Good Shopping Deals
9. In either print or online, find an ad for a good deal on something you would like to buy.
Answers will vary.

Understanding a Warranty
10. The warranty on Dale’s MP3 player said that the player would be covered for manufacturer’s defects for up to one
year. Describe a problem that might come up that would be covered by the warranty.

Sample Answer: The player selection button quit working one day.

Ordering Items Over the Telephone
11. Work with a partner. Pretend one of you is Beth and the other one works at the store, and Beth calls to see if she
can find a blue player. Role play the phone conversation.

Answers will vary, but the conversation needs to include query about whether or not the other store has blue players in
stock.

Finding Your Car in a Parking Lot
12. How do you think Dale could have made sure he knew where his car was parked when he came out of the mall?
Answers will vary.

Murphy’s Law Works Out

209

Volume
Volume22• •Story
Story45
X

An 8th Grade Soap Opera - Discussion Questions
Differentiating Between Obvious Male and Female Names
1. Mrs. Beezo asked if “Chris” was male or female. Work with a partner. Make a table like the one below. Fill it in with at
least ten names in each column.
Names that could be
male or female

Names that are clearly female

Names that are clearly male

Answers will vary.

Knowing Where Magnets Will Stick
2. Describe somewhere in the classroom where you could stick a magnet and somewhere that a magnet would not
stick.

Answers will vary, but the “will stick” location should be metal and the “will not stick” location should be something
other than metal.

Figuring Ages
3. Grandma Beezo was born in 1962. How old would she be this year?
Answers will vary based on the current year. Examples: 2010: 48 2015: 53; 2020: 58; 2025: 63.

Understanding Things You Shouldn’t Touch
4. Explain why Mrs. Beezo did not want Darcy and Collin to touch the nettles. Use the Internet if you need to find
information about nettles.

Sample Answer: Mrs. Beezo did not want them to touch the nettles because nettles would make their skin sting.

Getting the Roots When Pulling Weeds
5. Explain how you should pull weeds to make sure you get the roots.
Sample Answer: You should grab hold of the whole weed just above the dirt and pull straight up.

Judging the Safety of a Surface when Walking, Running, or Driving
6. Working with a partner, describe five situations where you should be very careful not to fall when you are walking
or running.

Answers will vary.

Choosing Recipes for a Meal
7. Darcy and Collin made a veggie tray for the party. If you were them, what would you put on the veggie tray?
Answers will vary, but all answers must be vegetables (or fruits since tomatoes are technically a fruit).
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Discussion Questions, continued
Knowing Kinds of Meat and Fish
8. Work with a partner. Create a table with the headings below. Fill in as many items on each list as you can.
Kinds of Beef

Kinds of Pork

Kinds of Fowl

Other Kinds of Meats

Kinds of Fish

Answers will vary.

Blocking Out Distracting Background Noise
9. Explain why the noise of the party made it hard for people to hear each other.
Sample Answer: Our ears pick up all the noise around us, not just what we are listening to. And, when a lot of noise
comes at our ears, it is hard to hear any of it clearly.

Using Taste Words
10. Write five sentences about things you have eaten. Use one of these words in each sentence: sweet, salty, sour,
bitter, overly ripe.

Answers will vary, but each word must be used in a sentence.

Using Coasters to Protect Furniture
11. Explain why you don’t have to use coasters on kitchen counters, but you do on lots of coffee tables.
Sample Answer: Kitchen counters are made of material that is not harmed by getting wet. Coffee tables are often made
of wood, which can be harmed if it gets wet.

Using Good Posture
12. Explain this statement: Don might not have gotten caught if he had used good posture.
Sample Answer: When Collin and Darcy were watching the video, Darcy noticed that Don was slouching over the food.
If he had been standing up normally, she might not have noticed him.
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Weathering Purses - Discussion Questions
Identifying Simple Object Characteristics, Such as Size, Color, and Shape
1. Without actually measuring, identify several items in the classroom that you are roughly square.
Answers will vary, but all identified items should be at least close to square.

Understanding Heredity
2. Cody says he inherited being funny from his dad. Dixie says he inherited his nose and dimples from his dad. Who
do you think is right and why?

Sample Answer: Dixie is mostly right since physical characteristics are clearly inherited. Cody, however, could have
inherited a tendency towards being funny. But, his joke telling is more learned than inherited.

Interpreting What People Say
3. What did Cody mean when he said, “Maybe your purse is growing?”
Sample Answer: He was joking that, maybe Dixie’s small red purse had grown into the large red purse on the counter.

Sorting Bodies of Water
4. Two possible places to visit on their vacation were the Great Salt Lake and Lake Mead. Explain how these two
bodies of water are like and different from the Pacific Ocean.

Sample Answer: They are both like the Pacific Ocean in that they are large bodies of water. In addition, the Great Salt
Lake and the Pacific Ocean are both salt water, but Lake Mead is fresh water. Both of the lakes are much smaller than the
Pacific Ocean.

Sorting Land Types
5. How are mountains and meadows different in the amount of use man has for them?
Sample Answer: Mountains are much less useful to man than meadows. Man mostly uses mountains for recreational
purposes, but uses meadows for living, farming, businesses, and recreation.

Sorting Societal Structures
6. Explain whether you prefer to live in a rural or urban area.
Judging Comparative Sizes Sample Answer: I like small-town atmospheres, so I prefer rural areas to urban areas.

Recognizing Colors in Your World
7. Explain whether or not you think it is realistic that Cody could look at a pink purse and think of it as light red
instead of pink.

Sample Answer: Since pink is red with white added, the difference between red and pink depends on how much white is
added. A dark pink purse is relatively close to red and could be referred to as light red.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Judging Comparative Sizes
8. When Cody said that the purse on the counter was a little bigger than his backpack, Dixie knew it wasn’t her purse.
How could she be so sure when she wasn’t even in the room?

Sample Answer: In her mind, Dixie could picture both her purse and Cody’s backpack, and she knew that her purse was
much smaller than his backpack.

Identifying Directions (North, South, East, West)
9. Working with a partner, look at a map to answer this question: In what direction is Miles City, Montana, from
Colorado Springs, Colorado?
Answer: north

Making Travel Decisions Based on Typical Climate
10. Working with a partner, find out what the weather is like in Boise, Idaho, in April. Then, decide if you would like to
visit Boise then or not.

Sample Answer: In April, the temperature in Boise is between 40 and 60 degrees with some rain or snow possible, but
not likely on repeated days. So, I think it would be fine to visit then as long as we take the proper clothes.

Understanding Local, State, and National
11. Explain whether you think the Beezos and Arns are talking about taking a local, state, or national vacation.
Sample Answer: Since they are looking at visiting other states, they are taking a national vacation.

Understanding U.S. Road Systems
12. Why do you think Mrs. Beezo wants to stay on Intestates when going over the mountains?
Sample Answer: The Interstates will be wider and safer for crossing mountains.
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What a Night! - Discussion Questions
Shopping for Clothes
1. EveryMart was a discount department store. What do you think about the quality of clothes in such a store, and
should Jake have bought t-shirts there?

Sample Answer: The clothes in discount department stores are usually lower-quality clothes, but it is a fine type of place
for teenage boys to buy t-shirts.

Translating Sales Percents Into Dollars
2. The t-shirts Jake bought were originally $20 each. They were on sale for 75% off. How much did Jake pay for one
shirt?

Answer: $5.00

Understanding Net and Gross Pay
3. The clerk at EveryMart got a $1.00 an hour raise. Why won’t she actually have $8.00 more a day in her paycheck?
Sample Answer: She will have to pay a little tax out of each dollar.

Understanding Parking Options
4. At Hank’s, Dale parked on the street right in front of the door to the store. Why didn’t he park right in front of the
door to EveryMart?

Sample Answer: Dale parked on the street at Hank’s, and the street went right by the store. EveryMart has a parking lot,
so no cars can park right by the door to the store.

Feeding Parking Meters
5. Work with a partner. Make a list of five businesses you could go to in your area where you would probably put
money in a parking meter before you went into the business.
Answer: Answers will vary.

Walking and Driving in Parking Lots
6. Think about the two boys walking around the parking lot. Explain why it was important for them to look out for the
moving cars instead of expecting the moving cars to look out for them.

Sample Answer: It always makes the most sense to look out for yourself rather than relying on others to keep you safe.

Watching for Good Shopping Deals
7. Say you want to find a sale on something you want to buy. Where would you look to find out about a sale?
Sample Answer: I would either call the store or look online, in a newspaper or mail flyer, or in the store window.

Telling Time
8. Dale called home at 8:00. Draw a cell phone, a digital clock, and a traditional clock. Have them all show that it is
8:00.

Answer: Drawings should show a cell phone, a digital clock, and a traditional clock all showing that it is 8:00.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Understanding Counterclockwise
9. Draw two arrows: one going clockwise and one counterclockwise. Label your arrows.
Answers will vary, but should include labeled arrows showing clockwise and counterclockwise.

Describing a Person
10. Work with a partner. Describe your partner so that the police might recognize him or her.
Answers will vary, but should include approximate height, weight, age, hair color, skin tone, and eye color.

Reading Cash Register Receipts
11. Make a copy of a cash register receipt. Label these parts if they are present: store name, date, product number,
price, subtotal, tax amount.

Answers will vary.

Providing Identification
12. Why do you think Dale had to show identification to get his own car back?
Sample Answer: The people at the police station do not know Dale nor which car is his, but they can check to whom the
car belongs. If the police did not require identification, anyone could come in and claim Dale’s car.
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Whistling Dixie - Discussion Questions
Understanding Sports Statistics
1. From a print or online news source, make a copy of a sports statistics chart for a single sporting event, such as a
basketball game. Explain the meaning of all the abbreviations.
Answers will vary.

Discussing Current Events
2. Working with a partner, choose a current event about which you both know something. Then, create a web

showing some details about the current event. Put the main idea in the center and relating points around it.
Answers will vary.

Understanding Why the U.S. Government Needs Taxes
3. Work with a partner. Make a list of at least five important uses the government has for taxes.
Answers will vary.

Understanding About Candidates and Voting
4. If you were going to vote in a real political election, what would you do to make sure you understand for whom
you want to vote?

Sample Answer: I would find out who all the candidates are. Then, I would watch for a chance to listen to each of them
talk on television. I would also read about them on the Internet. Finally, I would decide for whom I was voting before
going to the voting booth.

Expressing Self with Feeling Words
5. What feeling word(s) did Mrs. Beezo use when she said, “I feel proud when I see you acting so grown up.”
Answer: (feel) proud

Exploring Situation-Appropriate Speech/Actions
6. Work with a partner. Identify something that it would be OK to say or do at home but not at school. Then, identify
something that it would be OK to say or do at school but not at a job.
Answers will vary.

Having a Conversation
7. Work with two partners. Each of you write a conversation topic on a piece of paper. Put all three topics together

and draw one out. Have a conversation on that topic. Then, draw another topic and have a second conversation.
Finally, have the third conversation. Make sure each conversation lasts at least three minutes.
Answers will vary.

Naming Elected Officials
8. Work with a partner. Name the current and last person in each of these elected offices: Mayor of your city or town,

Representative in Congress from your area, Senators in Congress from your state, U.S. Vice President, U.S. President.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Reading Symbols and Icons
9. In the story, Collin showed Dixie the Spurs logo. Working with a partner, find the logos for five professional sports
teams of your choice.
Answers will vary.

Separating Fact from Fiction
10. Read the first eight sentences from the story and choose the one that is a clear fact.
Answer: You are 18!

Showing Good Sportsmanship
11. Collin and Tripp are cheering for different teams. But, they are watching the game together. What does that tell
you about their sportsmanship?

Sample Answer: The boys are showing good sportsmanship since they can enjoy watching the game together even
though they are supporting opposite teams.

Finding the Desired Newspaper Page
12. Working with a partner, find the sports page of an online local newspaper. Print the first page.
Answers will vary.
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The Beauty of Sleep - Discussion Questions
Following Multiple Oral Directions
1. Make a list of four or five steps to do something within the classroom, such as going to the front of the room,

touching something, going to another part of the room, and doing something there. Working with a partner, give
him or her your directions orally (all at once). Try to remember each other’s directions and follow them.
Answers will vary.

Keeping the Bathroom Mirror from Fogging Up
2. How does opening the bathroom door after you get out of the shower affect the fogginess of the bathroom
mirror?

Sample Answer: Dryer air comes into the bathroom and takes some of the fog off of the mirror.

Comparing Snacks
3. Carrie chose an orange for a snack because she wanted fresh food. Name two other snacks she might have liked.
Sample Answer: carrot sticks; cheese

Chewing Food Adequately
4. You should always chew your food so that it is very easy to swallow. At your next meal, count how many times you
chew each bite so that it is easy to swallow. Report back to the class with a description of what you were eating
and the number of chews per bite.
Answers will vary.

Identifying and Using Serrated- and Smooth-Bladed Knives
5. A serrated knife has a jagged edge. What is one reason it is helps to use a serrated knife to cut orange sections in
half?

Sample Answer: The serration saws through the skin of the orange with less pressure so that the orange doesn’t squirt as
much.

Drinking Enough Water
6. Keep track of how much water you drink in one day and how often you drink water in a day. Share the information
with your class. As a class, decide how much water your body needs a day.
Answers will vary.

Identifying Basic Object Characteristics, Such as Size, Color, and Shape
7. In the story, the game “I Spy” was part of the computer game. Work with a partner. Play “I Spy” in the classroom. To
play, take turns choosing an item, describing it without looking at it, and having your partner try to identify the
item.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Protecting Your Identity
8. Explain why Ami wanted to call for Tech Support instead of putting personal facts in the computer to get Tech
Support.

Sample Answer: She doesn’t like to put personal facts on the Internet since it gives computer hackers a chance to steal
her identity.

Translating a Phone Number from Words to Numbers
9. Many of today’s phones do not have all the ABCs assigned to the numbers two through nine. So, either look at

a phone that does, or find such a phone pad on the Internet. Then, translate this phone number from words to
numbers: PETLOVR
Answer: 738-5687

Knowing Your Area Code and Phone Number
10. Write your phone number without the area code. Then, write it with the area code.
Answers will vary.

Understanding A.M. and P.M.
11. Work with a partner. Make a list of things you typically do in the A.M. and things you typically do in the P.M.
Answers will vary.

Using a Microwave
12. Work with a partner. Make a list of 20 things you might heat in a microwave.
Answers will vary.
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A Boss with No Name - Discussion Questions
Understanding Jobs That Are Well-Matched to Personal Strengths
1. Describe a skill that you have and at least one job where you could use that skill.
Answers will vary.

Choosing Internet Search Words
2. Think of a type of job you would like. What Internet search words would you use to find out about such jobs in your
local area?

Answers will vary.

Identifying Interests and Abilities
3. Make a list of five things you enjoy and are good at doing.
Answers will vary.

Searching for Service Providers
4. Say you wanted to find someone in your area to shorten a dress for you. How would you find this person?
Sample Answer: I would either look in the hard copy yellow pages under “tailors” or I would do an Internet search for
“city name
tailors“

Writing E-mail Subject Lines
5. Say you are going to send an e-mail to a friend to see if your friend wants to go bowling on Saturday night with a
whole group of friends. Write a subject line for the e-mail.
Sample Answer: Bowling Saturday?

Following Written Directions
6. Work with a partner. In writing, describe five movements you want your partner to make. Make sure to choose

movements that will work well in the classroom. Give your written directions to your partner and ask him or her to
read them and follow them.
Answers will vary.

Choosing People to Ask for References
7. Say you are applying for a summer job. You want to ask two teachers for references. Which two teachers would you
choose and why?
Answers will vary.

Saying Thanks (Orally or in Writing)
8. Working with a partner, write a thank you note that you think Cassie might have sent to Mrs. Orth.
Answers will vary, but need to be proper thank you notes.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using a TV Program Guide
9. How do you think Cassie could find out the name and channel of the TV show that Mrs. Orth talked about in the
e-mail?

Sample Answer: Cassie could have scanned through a hard-copy TV listing or she could have done an online search for
“TV show Great future for IT jobs.”

Finding a File in a Computer or on a CD
10. Explain how you could find a file on your computer if you do not know where it is located.
Answers will vary, but should describe a computer search technique.

Trying Not to Spread an Illness
11. Explain what you should do with your hands so that you are less likely to spread an illness.
Sample Answer: Keep your hands to yourself and wash them often.

Setting the Time on a Clock
12. Explain the difference between setting the time on a digital clock and on a traditional clock.
Sample Answer: On a digital clock, you usually have to hold the time button while you push the button that changes
the time. On a traditional clock, you usually have to turn a dial that is on the back of the clock and that moves the
hands around the clock.
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A Dream Come True - Discussion Questions
Buying the Best Deal
1. Neil looked at two cars before he saw the blue Bug. He didn’t like the first car. But, the second car was a good one. It
was six-years-old and cost $5,000. Explain which deal you think would have been the best.

Sample Answer: Had the Bug worked well, it would have been the best deal since the price was close, and Neil would
have loved his car. In hindsight, however, the six-year-old car would have been the best deal.

Choosing a Car
2. Describe the car that would be your dream car.
Answers will vary.

Making Payment Choices
3. Explain what paying an extra $50 a month has to do with Neil paying his loan off in less than seven years.
Sample Answer: By paying an extra $50 a month, Neil will knock the principal down faster and will pay less interest, so he
could pay the loan off faster than the time the bank has set.

Understanding the 3-Day Right to Rescind a Contract
4. Explain who has the option to choose a 3-day right to rescind?
Answer: Every U.S. citizen who has signed a contract or written a check in the U.S.

Choosing Not to Be Taken Advantage Of
5. Say you made a dozen cookies for each of five of your friends. One of the friends asks you to make more cookies for
her. She gets upset when you say you do not have time. What would you say or do

Sample Answer: I would tell her that I’m thrilled she likes the cookies, and I’ll make some for her again someday when I
have time. Then, I would wait until I really had time to make more cookies.

Deciding on Level of Tip
6. How much, if anything, should you tip the person who brings your drinks when you go to a buffet restaurant where
you have to get your own food?

Sample Answer: It would be OK not to tip at a buffet, but I would probably give the person $1.00 just to be kind.

Reading Non-Edible Product Labels
7. Before Neil looked at the three cars, he had gone to a car dealer and looked at some cars. Each of the cars had

stickers in the window. One thing one sticker said that the others did not was “sun roof optional.” What do you
think “sun roof optional” meant?
Sample Answer: One of the cars could be ordered with a sun roof.

Negotiating a Sale or Purchase
8. Neil only wanted to pay $5,000 for his car. What do you think about him agreeing to pay $300 more?
Sample Answer: Since he got the man who was selling the car to come down more than half of the difference, he was
right to agree to go up a little.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Signing Contracts Knowledgeably
9. Neil signed the contract to buy the car. What is one thing he was agreeing to do when he signed?
Sample Answer: Pay the full $5,300 to the man selling the car; Make payments to the bank until the car price plus interest
was paid off

Understanding Insurance
10. Before he drove the car home, Neil also called his family insurance company. Why do you think he did that?
Sample Answer: to add the new vehicle to the insurance policy so that he would not drive the car without insurance

Knowing Main Car Parts
11. The huge puddle Neil saw was by the left wheel fender. Draw a VW Bug and label the left wheel fender.
Answers will vary, but should include a drawing that looks somewhat like a VW Bug and has the left fender labeled.

Understanding Job Titles
12. Working with a partner, make a list of as many job titles as you can think of. For each, write a description of
the job.

Answers will vary.
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Keeping Treasures - Discussion Questions
Making Choices Based on Advertising
1. Find an ad in a magazine or describe an ad you saw on TV. Explain why the ad would or would not convince you to
use the product.

Answers will vary.

Choosing Appropriate Box Sizes
2. Work with a partner. Choose a box. Think about things that you could store in the box. Make a list of 20 things
for which the box would be a good size—not too big and not too small. Attach your list to the box to create a
classroom display.
Answers will vary.

Choosing Measurement Instruments
3. Dixie asked Collin how much braided rope he had. What could Collin use to measure the rope so he could answer
the question?

Answer: ruler, yardstick, or meter stick

Returning an Item You Bought
4. Work with two partners. Role play Mrs. Beezo, Darcy, and the store clerk when Mrs. Beezo and Darcy are
exchanging the treasure chest.
Answers will vary.

Identifying Actions that Are Criminal
5. Work with a partner. Make a list of actions that are against the law.
Answers will vary.

Reacting When Something Breaks or Spills
6. Say you are in a grocery store when you bump a shelf full of pickle jars. Five pickle jars fall to the floor and break.
What are you going to say or do?

Sample Answer: I would find a store worker and show him or her what I had done.

Being Tactful
7. Work with a partner. Rewrite the paragraph where Cody talks to Dixie about the helmet she is saving. In your
rewritten version, have Cody be tactful.
Answers will vary.

Understanding Years and Decades
8. In what decade were you born?
Answers will vary, but anyone born between 1990 and 1999 should answer the 1990s, etc..

Keeping Treasures

224

Volume
Volume22••Story
Story52
X

Discussion Questions, continued
Knowing Your Initials
9. Either by hand or on a computer, make a monogram using your initials.
Answers will vary.

Recognizing Areas of Town or City by Street Categories
10. Work with a partner. Create a list of street names that would work to add to the Carefree area in Colorado Springs
that includes Raindrop Circle and Cheerful Road.

Answers will vary.

Storing Important Papers Safely
11. Why do you think Mrs. Beezo did not think Cassie’s birth certificate should with the treasures?
Sample Answer: A birth certificate is an important paper, so it should not be kept in a situation where it could easily be
ripped or wrinkled.

Using Abbreviations
12. Say you wanted to label a treasure bag “Rocks from gold panning in October 2011,” but it would not all fit on the
label. How could you abbreviate so it might fit?

Sample Answer: Rocks: gold panning, Oct. 2011

Keeping Treasures

225

Volume
Volume22••Story
Story53
X

Odd Is Just a Word - Discussion Questions
Making Conclusions About What You Hear
1. The word “goofy” can mean “funny,” “silly,” “amusing,” or “odd.” Which of these meanings do you think Kate intended?
Answer: odd

Respecting Cultural Diversity
2. Work with a partner to write a paragraph describing an example of respecting someone who comes from a
different culture than you do.
Answers will vary.

Respecting Individuals with Physical/Mental Challenges
3. Explain what this statement means: People often pick on those who are less capable, but doing so shows a lack of
respect for humanity.

Sample Answer: The human race includes people with a wide range of abilities. To disrespect someone who has
challenges is to show disrespect for people in general.

Understanding Good Customer Service
4. Think about Cassie and the customer who was afraid of shopping. What do you think is the difference between
giving good customer service and being a nice person?

Sample Answer: In this situation, the two are basically the same thing.

Understanding and Dealing with Inappropriate Words and Touches From Others
5. Say someone was talking to you or touching you inappropriately. Who could you talk to about it?
Answers will vary.

Reacting when Something Breaks or Spills
6. The treadmill Kate was using quit working, so she moved over one. How do you feel about the way Kate dealt with
the situation?

Sample Answer: I think Kate dealt with it just fine. Before she leaves the gym, I also think it would be respectful for her to
tell a staff member that the treadmill quit working.

Understanding Logical Sequences
7. In order, explain the logical steps to getting ready for school in the morning.
Sample Answer: wake up, go to the bathroom, get dressed, eat breakfast, brush my teeth, get my coat and school things,
get on the bus

Correlating Room Numbers and Floors
8. Kate lives in Apartment 175In the elevator, what numbered button should Kate have pushed to get to her room?
Answer: 17
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Discussion Questions, continued
Describing a Person
9. In writing, describe someone who works in your school. Write a description that is both accurate and kind. Place

your description in a box with other descriptions written by your classmates. One at a time, draw out a description
and guess who it is. Do not guess when the one you wrote is drawn.
Answers will vary.

Using Community Resources
10. Choose a community resource that you and/or your family uses. Describe how the resource is helpful.
Answers will vary.

Reading Signs
11. For the next 24 hours, make a list of all the signs you see. Combine your list with your classmates to see how many
different signs you have all seen in one day.

Answers will vary.

Asking a Person for a Date
12. Rya was planning to ask the guy at the gym for a date. What do you think about girls asking guys for dates?
Sample Answer: Within the U.S., it is perfectly acceptable in today’s world.
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Something’s Fishy! - Discussion Questions
Deciding if a Temperature Is Too High
1. When Darcy climbed out of the blanket at the beginning of the story, her body temperature was higher than

normal. But, her mother said it wasn’t a problem. How high do you think her temperature could be before her
mother would think it was a problem?
Sample Answer: Anything over 100º should be watched.

Choosing Appropriate Clothing for the Occasion
2. The weather outside at the beginning of the story was windy with blowing snow. If you were in such a place, what
would you wear to go outside?

Sample Answer: I would wear jeans, a long winter coat, high winter boots, gloves, a scarf, and a hat.

Getting Ready to Go to Bed
3. In order, describe the steps that you go through to get ready for bed.
Sample Answer: brush teeth, put pajamas on, read a little, turn out the lights

Using Taste Words
4. Darcy thought some grape juices were too sour. With a partner, make a list of five other foods or drinks that are
sour.

Sample Answer: lemons, limes, pickles, sour candies, some plums

Making a Grocery List
5. Think about something you would like to eat tonight other than tacos. Make a grocery list to get the items you
would need.

Answers will vary.

Choosing E-mail Options
6. Say you were going to add a signature to your e-mail program. Use a computer to show how you would like your
signature to look.
Answers will vary.

Keeping an Ongoing Grocery List
7. Say you are going to use an ongoing grocery list like Mrs. Beezo did—for things that you always keep in stock.
Working with a partner, make a list of 15 items you might put on an ongoing shopping list.
Answers will vary.

Thawing Frozen Foods Safely
8. Mrs. Beezo wanted to thaw the chicken. Explain why Mrs. Beezo put the chicken in the refrigerator instead of on
the counter.

Sample Answer: Chicken can thaw safely in the refrigerator, but might become contaminated if left to thaw on the
counter.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Reading Food Preparation Charts
9. The directions for cooking the rice said to use equal amounts of water and rice. How could Darcy know how much
water and rice to use?

Sample Answer: The directions will also say how many servings for different amounts of rice and water. Since Darcy’s
family has eight people, she would need to make at least eight servings.

Using an Oven
10. Darcy preheated the oven before putting the chicken and rice in. What does it man to preheat an oven?
Sample Answer: Preheating means to heat the oven up to the desired temperature without putting anything in the
oven.

Using an Oven Timer
11. Explain why you would want to use an oven timer when you are baking.
Sample Answer: An oven timer helps a person keep of the amount of time food is in an oven so that the food is not
overcooked or undercooked.

Chewing Food Adequately
12. What happens when you swallow a piece of food that hasn’t been chewed enough?
Sample Answer: It hurts going down.
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Airplane Food - Discussion Questions
Dealing with Leftover Food
1. One topic in Dixie’s paper was dealing with leftover food. How do you think you should deal with leftover apple
pie?

Sample Answer: Since it is a fruit pie, you can either leave it at room temperature or put it in the refrigerator. Either way,
you should cover it.

Knowing Foods that Are High in Proteins, Fats, Carbohydrates, and Calories
2. Dixie’s paper included a list of foods that are high in protein. What is one food that might have been on her list?
Answers will vary, but should be an item that is high in protein.

Making Health Decisions
3. Dixie included a section in her paper about healthy lunches. Describe a lunch that she might have discussed.
Answers will vary, but must be a healthy lunch.

Taking Notes
4. Dixie took a lot of notes when she was finding information for her paper. She started by creating a web like the one
shown below. Draw the web on a whole piece of paper and finish filling it in.

Answer: (in any order) Understanding Proteins, Carbs, Fats, and Calories, Comparing Snacks, Dieting Sensibly, Dealing
with Leftovers, Freezing Food Safely, Eating Out vs. Eating at Home
Healthy
Lunches

Eating
Healthy Food

Finding the Desired Newspaper Page
5. Explain how it is different finding a newspaper page online vs. in a hard-copy newspaper.
Sample Answer: In an online newspaper, you look for links to the different pages. In a hard-copy newspaper, you look for
a page guide, which is usually on the first or second page.

Choosing Possible Jobs Through Help-Wanted Ads
6. Either online or in a hard-copy newspaper, find five help-wanted ads for jobs that you think you might like. Rank
the jobs in order from the one you think you would like the most to the one you would like the least.
Answers will vary.

Reading Food Nutrition Labels
7. Choose a food label from a food you have at home. Make a copy of the nutrition chart. Circle the part that shows
the vitamin that is present in the highest amount in the food.
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Counting Calories
8. If a single cracker has 10 calories, how many calories will 15 crackers have?
Answer: 150 calories

Comparing Snacks
9. Work with a partner. Make a list of at least 10 healthy snacks and 10 unhealthy snacks.
Answers will vary.

Dieting Sensibly
10. Explain why not eating for two days in a row is a bad way to diet.
Sample Answer: Your body needs regular food to function properly.

Freezing Foods Properly and Safely
11. Say you want to freeze some grilled hamburgers. What would you do so they do not get freezer burn?
Sample Answer: I would put them in a zipping freezer bag.

Understanding the Diet Implications of Eating at Home Versus at Restaurants
12. Explain one reason why you should typically eat your meals at home.
Answers will vary.
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Just in the Nick of Time - Discussion Questions
Judging Mailing Time
1. Collin cut it quite close to receive the concert tickets he had bought. Say you were buying some tickets online like
he did. How much time would you allow for the tickets to arrive by U.S. mail?

Sample Answer: I would be OK with only two days as long as they were mailed using a guaranteed-arrival of two days. If
they were coming in the regular U.S. mail, I would want at least a week.

Carrying Money Safely
2. Say you are going hiking, and you want to take $10 with you to buy food along the way. How would you safely
carry your money?
Answers will vary.

Giving an Opinion on a Movie
3. Work with a partner. Choose a movie that you have seen. Share your opinion about the movie with your partner.
Answers will vary.

Leaving Things You See in Public Places
4. Describe something you have seen in a public place and left there even though it would have been nice to have it.
Answers will vary.

Naming Cards in a Card Deck
5. Work with a partner. Play a game of concentration using a regular deck of cards. Use reds of the same numbers and
blacks of the same numbers as pairs. Each time you win a pair, say aloud the names of the cards in your pair.
Answers will vary.

Making Non-Driving Weather-Related Decisions
6. Describe a day when you think you should not go outside because of the weather.
Answers will vary.

Knowing the Area Where You Live
7. In the story, the kids walked by a grocery store and a gym on the way to the movie theater. Write directions to go
by a grocery store, a gym, and a movie theater near where you live.
Answers will vary.

Naming Major Local Intersections
8. What is the major local intersection that is closest to where you live?
Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Walking In Line Calmly
9. When waiting in line, talking helps to pass the time. Form a line with a group of classmates. Stay in the line for

15 minutes and talk to each other. Afterwards, jot down the topics you talked about. Then, create a master list of
different topics discussed by all the students in the class.
Answers will vary.

Introducing Others
10. Collin introduced Bret to his friends even though they were standing in four different lines from him. What do you
think about making an introduction in such a situation?

Sample Answer: Since it was just a casual introduction between teenage friends and was conducted out of doors where
there wasn’t a serious noise problem, making an introduction with people in different lines was just fine.

Asking for Verbal Clarification
11. Why do you think Darcy didn’t know if Collin’s friend’s name was “Bret” or “Brent”?
Sample Answer: The two names sound alike, and Darcy might have been more familiar with one of the names than the
other which could have made it harder to know for sure what she heard.

Making Change
12. Work with a partner. Each of you start with $30.00 in coins and bills. Takes turns making statements to your

partner, such as “I’d like to buy a hamburger fro $5.65 and I’m paying with two $5.00 bills.” When your partner
makes such a statement, take the money with which he or she is paying and return the correct change.

Answers will vary.
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The Boomerang Hat - Discussion Questions
Choosing a Protective Place During a Storm
1. Say you are playing golf and it starts to thunder and lightning. What should you do?
Sample Answer: Stop playing and go to the clubhouse.

Behaving Appropriately for the Weather
2. Describe a time when it would be OK to choose to go for a walk in the rain and a time when it would not be OK.
Sample Answer: It would be OK to walk in a gentle rain with no lightning. It would not be wise to choose to walk in rain
during a lightning storm

Making Travel Decisions Based on Typical Climate
3. Describe weather you have seen that you know will develop into a situation where driving would be a bad idea.
Answers will vary.

Taking Action in Response to TV and Radio Weather Warnings
4. Say you are planning to watch a movie this morning and mow the lawn the afternoon. Then you hear a weather
report that says it is going to start raining about 1:00. What, if anything, would you change about your plans?
Sample Answer: I would mow the lawn and then watch the movie since I could easily watch a movie in the rain.

Interpreting Weather Reports
5. Explain the difference between a severe thunder storm watch and a severe thunderstorm warning.
Sample Answer: A watch means that severe weather might materialize and a warning means that severe weather is
happening nearby and will soon happen where you are.

Recognizing a Safe Tire Tread
6. Draw a side view of a tire tread that is unsafe and one that is safe.
Answers will vary, but should show very little tread on the unsafe view and high tread on the safe view.

Using a Map Legend
7. Explain why most mall and city maps include a “you are here” mark.
Sample Answer: It is hard to make sense out of such maps unless you have an orientation point.

Paying Attention to Written Notes and Signs
8. The barns all had signs on them. What did the boys see in the barn with the sign “Swine”?
Answer: pigs

Knowing Parent and Baby Animal Names
9. The boys saw both adults and babies in the cow barns. What were the fathers, mothers, and babies called?
Sample Answer: bulls, cows, calves
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using Counting Words
10. Dale said, “That’s the second time you almost ruined your shoes.” Based on his use of the word “second,” how many
times had he already almost stepped in poop?

Answer: one

Understanding the Importance of Washing Your Hands
11. Why did Jake buy the bottle of water when the boys went into the building to eat and why was it better than
nothing, but not perfect?

Sample Answer: So they could wash their hands at least a little bit before they ate. It wasn’t perfect since they couldn’t
use soap.

Separating Fact from Fiction
12. In your opinion is this story realistic? Explain your answer.
Sample Answer: No, this story is not realistic since it is extremely unlikely that Jakes hat would have ever landed back on
his head after flying all around the fair in the wind.
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Whiners Stay Home - Discussion Questions
Carrying Money Safely
1. Explain why Cassie keeps her money in a pouch under her shirt when she travels.
Sample Answer: She knows that criminals, such as pickpockets, hang around tourist areas. She is trying not to be a
victim.

Explaining Why Hitchhiking Is Not Safe
2. Work with a friend. Make a poster showing horror stories about people who chose to hitchhike. Use the Internet or
a library news source to find the stories.
Answers will vary.

Knowing When and How to Use Travelers Checks
3. Describe a trip you could take where it would make sense to use travelers checks.
Answers will vary, but the trip must be of a distance and scope that would require extra security measures for carrying
cash.

Understanding Job Benefits
4. Mr. Beezo’s new job is with a sister company to the company where he was working. Sister companies do not

always have the same benefits. He has to choose between a gym membership or sports tickets. If you were him,
which would you choose and why?
Sample Answer: I would choose sports tickets, because I like to exercise at home.

Making Insurance Choices
5. Explain why having long-term disability insurance would be wise for Mr. Beezo.
Sample Answer: If something happens to him, he would still have a way to support his family.

Signing Contracts Knowledgeably
6. At his new job, Mr. Beezo had to sign a do-not-compete contract that said he could not work for a similar company
for two years. Why do you think the company would want him to sign that contract?

Sample Answer: The company wants to make sure he doesn’t take their secrets to a competitor.

Choosing Clothes that Look Good Together
7. Work with a partner. Using clothing pictures from either a hard-copy or online catalog, make a poster or

PowerPoint showing clothes that look good together and clothes that do not look good together. Do NOT use
whole outfits put together by the catalogs. Create your own outfits.
Answers will vary.

Putting Names in a Cell Phone Address Book
8. Explain what Mrs. Beezo was planning to do when she pulled her cell phone out and said, “Give me Lucy’s number.”
Sample Answer: She was going to put Lucy’s cell phone number into her cell phone address book.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Figuring Elapsed Time
9. How much of your day is spent going to school? Count from the time you leave home in the morning until you get
home after school.
Answers will vary.

Having a Working Knowledge of the 50 States
10. Work with a partner. Using a map of the U.S. show a path that the Beezos airplane might have taken to get to
New York.

Answers will vary, but flight path must include Denver, Minneapolis/St. Pau, Michigan, and the Great Lakes.

Reading Roman Numerals
11. What did the Roman Numeral look like that Dixie read as 1874?
Answer: MDCCCLXXIV

Identifying Ethnic Foods
12. The girls ate in a French restaurant with Lucy. What is one typical French food item they might have seen on the
menu?

Sample Answer: quiche
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Old Friends Are the Best - Discussion Questions
Responding to Strengths and Weaknesses
1. Cork started by talking to Dixie about her strengths. If he were talking to you, what would you say are five of your
strengths?

Answers will vary.

Setting Goals
2. Work with a partner to talk about goals. Then, write five goals for yourself.
Answers will vary.

Setting Priorities
3. Make a list of 10 things you would like to do some day. Then, rewrite them in order from the one you would most
like to do to the one you would least like to do.
Answers will vary.

Choosing People to Ask for References
4. Make a list of three people you would ask to be references for you on an application for a college or trade school.
Explain why each person is a good choice.
Answers will vary.

Writing a Basic Résumé
5. What, if anything, would you do differently when you make a résumé for a college or trade school versus a résumé
for a job?

Sample Answer: On a school résumé, I would include my job experience, but I would emphasize my school successes. On
a job résumé, I would briefly include my school successes, but I would emphasize my job experiences. Also, I would make
sure to include school-related references on my school one and job-related references on my job one.

Creating a Computer Password You Can Remember
6. Explain why this password would or would not be a good one for you to remember: 867033542
Sample Answer: It would be a difficult password for me to remember since it is a long number with no meaning to me.

Spelling Names Correctly
7. On your résumé, you need to make sure to spell names correctly. How can you find out if a person’s name is spelled
correctly?

Sample Answer: Either ask the person or look in the phone book.

Recognizing Slang
8. On her résumé, Dixie wrote “On a regular basis, kept urchins for their rents” Cork said to rewrite the statement
without using slang. Rewrite it for her.
Sample Answer: babysat regularly
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Discussion Questions, continued
Using a Phone Book
9. Think of a business where you have worked or would like to work. Use the phone book to find an address and
phone number for the business.
Answers will vary.

Expressing Self with Feeling Words
10. Dixie said, “He came over to help me with an assignment. He was warm, funny, and smart.” Which of these words
are feeling words?

Answer: warm and funny

Knowing the Days of the Week in Order
11. Dixie saw Cork on Tuesday and Thursday. On which day between those two days did she not see him?
Answer: Wednesday

Folding Laundry
12. Work with a partner. Get a t-shirt to fold. Fold it the way Dixie folded it. Then, unfold it and fold it in a way that
t-shirts should be folded.

Answers will vary, but should be a neat fold.
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From One Moment to the Next - Discussion Questions
Making Safe Choices When Out at Night
1. Dale was only about six blocks from home when the van crashed. What do you think about the safety of a 16-yearold boy’s choice to be out alone at night?

Sample Answer: A 16-years-old should be OK out at night as long as he stays in a safe area. The accident was just a fluke.

Choosing Appropriate Clothing for the Occasion
2. Say you do not have a shirt with a safety strip. What could you wear at night to make you as safe as possible and
what should you not wear since it would make you less safe.

Sample Answer: Wear white and other light colors at night. Avoid black and other dark colors at night.

Taking Action When Lost
3. Say you were walking or driving around the area where you live and you got lost. What would you do?
Answers will vary.

Naming Major Local Intersections
4. Work with a partner. Draw a simple map of the city or town where you live. Label the major intersections.
Answers will vary.

Choosing Not to Pollute
5. Give examples of polluting that you have seen one person do on his or her own.
Sample Answer: throw food containers out of car, throw cigarette butts on the ground, throw paper products under the
bleachers at a baseball game

Knowing When to Get a Tetanus Shot
6. Find out when you had your last tetanus shot and when you are due for a booster.
Answers will vary.

Using Vending Machines
7. Say you were going to buy a soda from a vending machine sometime today using exact change. Draw the money
you would use.

Answers will vary.

Drawing Directions
8. Work with a partner. Draw directions from the school to where one of you lives and from there to where the other
one lives.

Answers will vary.
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Discussion Questions, continued
Recognizing Areas of Town or City by Street Categories
9. Some common street categories are president’s names, fruit names, tree names, people’s first names, and city

names. Find out if any of these street categories exist in your area and, if so, fill in the street names in a table with
the headings shown below. If your area has a category that isn’t listed, add it in the “Other” column.
President’s
Names

Fruit Names

Tree Names

People’s First
Names

City Names

Other

Answers will vary.

Responding to Emergencies
10. When the van crashed, Dale ran to the van and then called 9What do you think about the order of his two
actions—should he have gone to the van first or called 911 first?

Sample Answer: Since it was possible that no one was hurt, it made sense to run to the car first.

Understanding Basic Cell Phone Functions
11. The 911 woman told Dale to put his phone on speakerphone. Explain how to put a cell phone on speakerphone.
Answers will vary based on type of phone.

Enunciating Clearly
12. Why do you think the 911 woman told Dale to speak very clearly and slowly?
Sample Answer: People often tend to talk fast and sloppily when they are stressed. She was doing her best to keep the
stress out of Dale’s voice and to help the injured person understand.
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